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THESE LETTERS, | 3 Fo 


Have appe ed woe of Trandlation into LY 
lſh,-—for the DNS, deen e <b> 


* 


* 


Thy prove intrigue and 1 Meng ee to N 
N In. from the firſt, prevalent in the councils "of the | 
French Republicans, not leſs. than in the Courts and 


| Cabinets of Kings ; and diſcover, by no ambiguous tef- 
timony, that the public ſervants of. the preſent govern- 


ment of France, are at leaft as capable of peculation and 
8 - fraud in office, a ar N moſt Na Min! Her, LL oY 


monarchy. 


_ They ſpew. the RK N to be 1 * 
appointed, imperfeclly diſciplined, faithful ; to the republic 


| hy formed 2 habits of military ſubordination, t for.r ra- 
vage and for onſet, but little qualified fer regular war = 


Their beft Generals to be. ſkilled merely to do a 
military Commander of ability tries only when he is 5 


at a loſs what to do, | to fight battles. De berfectimm 


b 


1 rather than their general; „only becauſe they are not du. 


of General Hip, i is, to accompl; iſh the objets of a campaign, 


with as little fighting,—at « as * an e 25 G- 
man lives,—as poffuble. N Z 


The pretended fraternizations of Fa 3 5 0 


and the deliverance of. the Jew ** kings from wee 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


errantry of Republicaniſin, appear, from theſe Letters, 
to have been nothin g better than a wicked and treache- 
Fous Aratagem for ſwindling and robbery. N 


fon, of which the French boaſted, as the godlike knighi- 


De information i in theſe letters ought t to be carefully 5 


fed by all military men, fate efmen 1 and army- 
Agents. Tobey ſpew that after an army it aſſembled, the 


| grand d di Neulty i is, to preferve them in health and ſpirits, . 


and to provide them continually with abundant ſupplies of 
provi ions, clothes, armour, and ammiinition. Faminey 


naledneſt, and deſpondency are an more terrible than 0 


armed enemies. 


" Dumiurier”: 7 Fuceeſs i at the head of the French VR 
his Subſequent misfortunes, and his deſertion of the Re- 


publican cauſe, have interefled all Europe, either in 


Kindneſs o or - abhorrence,"i in his fate and character. Theſe” 
| letters written in his Proſperity, ani not originally. in- 
tended ad apologies, exhibit him more faithfully, , and more 


entirely without di liſgwiſe, than thoſe apologetical memoirs 


which he has ſince publi ;/hed.—Pache + 2as another pil. 


lar of the Revolution ; - His letters, and the fats con- 
| cerning him, may likecoiſe grati 7 curioh ty. 


_ Theſe Letters are alfo among the genuine — 


upon tbe authority of which, the hi iftory of t the Prench Re- 


volution, and of the convulſions which the French Re- 

publicans have excited through E urope, 1 ar eme 

di "_=_ ks ads be written, LEE OED 
. 


TO MY FELLOW-CITIZENS:. 


Waben mould aſcribe the publication of ok 
letters to a mean ſpirit of revenge, or to fooliſh 


Vanity, would be greatly miſtaken. Of the former 


of theſe ſentiments, my mind has ever been incap- 
able. In my preſent career, rather looking fors 
ward to what is to come, than regarding that whick 


is paſt, I find, in a humiliating conviction of the 


weakneſs of the powers of Wa a ſure antidote a- 
gainſt vanity, of even pride 

When I give an account to wo fellow. Oe 
of what J have done} it is my duty to ſtate like» 
wiſe to them, thoſe difficulties which hindered me 


from doing mere. I have oppoſed the eneier er 


the Republic wich fome ſucceſs, But, it wilt aps 
pear from theſe letters, which are not che tenth 
part of thoſe which I have written or received; in 
the. courſe of the campaign, that I have been obliged 
to give much of my time to avocations with which: 


wy attention ought not to have been diſtracted. 
"I muſt confeſs, that, if any. thing could poiſon "7 
me the enjoyment of the favours which fortune has 


blindly laviſhed on me; it were the grief and ins 
dignation with which I have beheld the miſeries of 
1 victorious army, and have ſeen more of them 


Wo fall 
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4 ; LETTERS BETWEEN 
falt by want and wretchedneſs, than vy the fwords. 
of hoſtile ſlaves. 

Whom ſhall we criminate, as + the nutkors of thoſe 
miſeries ? Alas | the two moſt afflictive ſcourges of 
the human race, are their own. ignorance and ſelf- 
love; the former, expoſing us, without defence, 
to the ſtratagems of miſchievous intrigue; the lat- 

ter, making us blind to the cauſe of our errours, 
and withholding us from the avowal and correction 
A wy 3 

Since the circumſtances wah reduced us to our 
nate ſituation, are well known ; ; none can 
be ſurpriſed, that, I Kill, eſteem the virtues. of thoſe 
men of whom I have had moſt reaſon, to complain, 
But, my eſteem is not blind. I ſhall grant, that 
men are — whatever you chuſe to make them. Yet, 
a, man, after his genius and character have received, 
à determinate bias. from your hand, cannot be alike 
good, and that eminently, for every thing. Un- 
happy and dear-bought experience hath taught us, 
that an army may be unſkilfully conducted, with 
geometricians for its generals, —ill-diſciplined un- 
der the adjutancy of poets, —ill-ſupplied with pro- 
viſſons, when Jews are its commiſſaries and pur- 
veyors; although theſe be all perſons of merit, in 
their reſpective occupations. - A man who, after | 
applying to ſome one particular profeſſion, till he 
112 FER | © | has 
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kus advanced in Life; —ſhalr then be Fon Well 
qualifed for any thing elſe, is rather to be dad 
with curioſity, as an extraordinary character, than 
as a model to the conſtant recurrence of oro 
may truſt for the preſervation of the Common- 
Wealth. Call every man to ſerve you in that ein- 
ployment in wllich he has gained fkilt- by experi- 
ence. If you bring him to learn in your ſervice,” 
that which you appoint him to do; you wilt aſſured- 
ly be ill-ferved. - This conſideration is of the _ 
moſt importance in matters of execution, in which 
time is the very element of ſncceſs,” 1 
The ox is a ſtrong and ſure-footed animal; but, 
it were folly te match. him in Tanning with the 
racehorſe. . ; 

May theſe- ſuggeſtions, and what is here publiſh--- 
ed, have the effect of perſuading thoſe numbers of 
men among us, who think themſelves fit for every 
thing, to examine their own abilities with more 
attention and impartiality! ' May they be thus 


led to diſcern, that men-of ſuch univerſal talents, 8 


are at leaſt as rarely to be met with, as perſons 
good for nothing | Their ſentiments. of patriotiſm 
may be commendable. But, in our preſent criſes, | 
faith without works, is inſufficient for juſtification. 
If theſe Letters ſhould happen to fall into the 
hands of our enemies; mY may learn from them, 
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| how to . of the probable iffue of their 8 8 


Comparing the ſucceſs of our armies, with the 
ſcanty means which thoſe armies had, to enſure 
ſucceſs :/ They will ſee, that undiſciplined French-. 
men, led by inexperienced Generals, in want of 
clothes, and often in want of bread, have, under 


all theſe diſadvantages, proved invincible: T 
will tremble for the ſafety of their own lands and 


houſes, who lately threatened: ours. Their eyes | 
will open to diſcern that principle of human action, 
to which we owe our victories. They will fee, that 
the greateſt of miracles are wrought by LIBER Tr. 
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| Þ WHICH | PASSED DETWEEN # 
GENERAL DUMOURIER,: 
PACHE, Mnuioren ar wan, ke. 
ri 
To the Minifter at N tor © oY 8 


Niese 0d. 22. Firſt: year of the exiſlence of the cRepublic. 
N 1E 


1 ESE at Alkali on the thornithy of the 
twentieth. I have ſpent this day in conference with 
General la Bourdonnaye, whom I had appointed 
to meet me in this town. We have eoncerted our 
next operations. His army, reinforced with all the 
garriſons between Lille and Dunkirk, will amount, 
in numbers, to twenty or five and twenty thouſand 
men. I am to tranſmit to him written inſtructions, 
directing him, how to regulate his me in 
correſpondence with mine. nts 
L have ſent orders to General Valened "a march- 
to Givet, with eighteen thouſand men, which com- 
poſed formerly the main n of General Dillon, FE 
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bv were the flower of the army of Ardennes... 
With this force, he is to hover over Namur. A- 
nother body of ten or twelve thouſand men, are to 
ſet out from Maubeuge, under the command of 
General d'Harville,—proceeding along the left bank 
of the Sambre, to join General Valence, - and then 
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to accompany his march to Liege. 

I march, with forty thouſand men in the centre, 
and attack either Mons or 'T ournay. The preciſe - 
direction of my attack, muſt be determined by the 
plan of defence adopted by the Auſtrians. 


F 
N 


Such is the outline of my plan. It may be more 
or leſs diſconcerted in the execution, — particularly 
in the operations dire upon Givet. Valence i is 
ſo buſy about Longwy, that his march · to Namur; 5 
which I ſhould have withed to attend my own, may 
be unavoidably retarded. Should I delay my ope- 
rations, till his arrival at Givet; General Clairfait 

might, in this caſe, have time to reach Bruſſels, bj 
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the way of Namur, with the troops under his com- 
mand in Champagne, and the embodied PET : 
who have followed him in his retreat. 
Although this army under Clairfait be in a very 
| ſhattered condition; it would, however, afford an 
| additional force of twenty thoufand men, which 1 N 
= muſt endeavour, by the rapidity of my march, to 
prevent from. Joining, the gr aud Imperial army. 1 
2 had 
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had expected to open the campaign, on the twenty ⸗ 
fifth. But, the troops, cavalry eſpecially, have ſuf- 
fered ſo much on their march, that I have been 
: obliged to. allow them ſome days for reſt, before 
requiring them to renew their fatigues. But, the 
artillery, more than any thing elſe, kceps back my 
operations. I have demanded from the miniſter at | 
war, a ſupply of four hundred horſes, to be de- 
livered to my order, at Douay, before the twenty- 
fixth. Without this ſupply, I cannot proceed: and 
even this will ſerve only for the company of artille- 
ry, and for a few mortars. My artillery. for ſieges 
muſt be conveyed by horſes ſeized in this country's 
But, Tournay and Mons, the two only points, of 
its deſtination, are indeed not far diſtant. Should 
the enemy, after the capture or evacuation of theſe 
two places, — for, I doubt whether they will offer | 
to defend 'them,——make a ſtand, —as it is ſaic that 
they intend to do, —in the fortified camp at Bruſs 
ſels; I ſhall then find abundance of excellent horſes 
in the Netherlands, for drawing my great artillery. 
Would the Auſtrians only take this imprudent 
| meaſure ; z 1 ſhould at once put an end to the war 
in the Low- Countries. 15 | 
_ Commillary-general Merlay gave me notice ee 
day, that he had juſt received for the uſe of the army. 

en thouſand caps, "Theſe I thall not. diſtribute ta 
| the. 


4 7 


_ 


to —  LEFTERS BETWEEN. 


the army, till T be juſt about to take my departurez 4 5 


hoping, after what was communicated, en the 
twentieth, to the National Convention, by e citizen 
Le Brun, that we ſhall have received 155 that time, 
an additional quantity. : | | 

One thing of the ati conſequence, with. 


out which I can execute nothing,—is powder, 1 


ſhall want at leaſt three millions of pounds of this 
article, for the campaign; although this campaign 


will not be of more than fix weeks duration; and 


in the whole department of the North, I have 
not more than four hundred thouſand pounds 


; weight, 
At Paris, 1 learned 1 mite was in tat enpital;, 


a quantity of powder, amounting to ſeven or eight 


hundred thouſand pounds welght, ' Of that quanti- 


ty, let me have, if poſſible, at leaſt five hundred 


thouſand pounds weight, at Douay, on the twenty- 


feventh, I am going to ſend a courier to la Fere, 
to be informed, whether I can have any from 


' thence. Do your utmoſt, that I be not diſappoint- 
22 of an article of ammunition ſo 50-4, 9d ne-. 


In my campai gn, againſt the Proftans, I neverhad 


at once ammunition for more than two hours of | 
actual fighting, I was exceſſively ſparing in the - / 
uſe of it. But, my part which was then defence, 


e? 


— 
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is now offence, I enter a country which will pro- 
bably recruit my army with fifty thouſand fighting 
men, with whom we muſt ſhare our ammunition. 
I ſhall have ſeveral places to take, in the aſſault of 
which, not a little, will be conſumed. L muſt, theres, 
fore, be ſupplied with abundance. I requeſt an in- 
ſtant anſwer, on this head, and concerning tho 
horſes for the carriage of the artillery, My want 
of theſe things is inconceivably — There is 
nothing elſe to retard my operations. 
= 1 requeſt you to repreſent to the National Cn. 
7 vention, that che Republican Battalion have, with a 
= gallantry the moſt affecting, made ſatisfaction for 
the guilt of a few individuals among them, —having 
delivered up the criminals to puniſhment; and are, 
by this conduct, again worthy of the public ſervice. 
1 ſhall anxiouſly take the firſt opportunity] of ſo 
| : Z employing them, that they may do themſelves. ho- 
. nour; no perſon being more deſirous than I, to 
4 | make good ſoldiers of thoſe citizens who. deyote 
; 1 | themſelves to the defence of their country. This 
is the only anſwer I will deign to give Marat. He. 
= muſt find his puniſhment 1 in the n of bis own 
heart. 
The battalion of Mauconſeil have ao in OR 
= fame manner, and continue under the. command of 


General 
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officer of very great merit, and the eldeſt Camp- 


IT have far from a ſufficient number of General of- 


ſand men; this promotion leaves two vacancies i 


72 LETTERS ; BETWEEN | 


General la Bourdonnaye not having under him, MW 
any confidential Lientenant-general, of military = + 
experience, and acquainted with the country which 
we are to invade; I have agreed to give him, in 
the rank of Licutenant-general, citizen Duval, an 


Marſhal in the army. At the fame time, I have 

raiſed citizens Berneron and Chancel to the rank 
of Lieutenant-generals ; ; who are both men of ex- 
perience, both acquainted with the local circum- 
ſtances of the Netherlands, both of that mature 

age at which the conduct of troops may be, with 
ſufficient propriety intruſted to them. Beſide that 


ficers for the regulation of an army of cighty thou- 


upon the ac Aalf. Of theſe, one falls to citizen 
Thowenot, who Was a ſupernumerary, and had 
been promiſed the firſt vacancy, by Le Brun, when 
he was miniſter. It gives him not new rank, as he 
already holds a colonel's commiſſion. I intreat 
your approbation of theſe promotions; and that 
you will order the neceſſary commiſſions to be made 
out, and tranſmitted, —with anſwers at the ſame' 
time, to all the other particulars of theſe dif] patches. 

- Lieutenant-coloneb Devaux, my aide-de-camp is 
the bearer of this letter. He! is a man of equal abi- 


lity 


WR: 
N 
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 DUMOURIER AND PACHE. 13 
lity and fidelity ; F and you may therefore employ 


him in tranfacting the buſineſs of his miſſion, with 
the different offices, to which its s ſeveral Party: are 


to be referred. 


LETTER IN, 
Fo Citizen Pache, A. injter at Mar. 


| V October 24. 
THE Auſtrians have abandoned all their poſts 


bn the French territory. I have, this day, taken 


poſſeſſion of the Auſtrian territory, by occupying 


with my vanguard, a part of the village of Per- 
huwelz, and the ſmall town of Quievrain. On the 
twenty-ſeventh, I ſhall advance, with about forty 
thouſand . men to Guonarouble, near Quievrain. 
I ſend orders to General d'Harville to advance, on 
the 28th, with ten or twelve thouſand men, from 
Maubeuge, againſt Mons, and to General la Bour- 


donnaye, to proceed, di the 28th, with a force ex- 
ceeding twenty thouſand men, from Lille, againſt 


Tournay. I expect my orders to be exactly exe- 
cuted. Should it prove otherwiſe; I muſt ſup- 


T poſe, that the executive council have not pointedly 


nn to the other generals ;—that, as I am re- 


So ſponſible 
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ſponſible for the ſucceſs of the war; it is their duty 
to obey my orders, without bringing their own 
views, or private paſſions, to thwart my plans for 
the operations of the campaign; I requeſt the Exe- 
cutive Power to explain theſe things to thoſe gene- 
rals in the moſt clear and unequivocal terms. And 
as you, virtuous citizen, are juſt entering upon 
your adminiſtration, I intreat you td give the moſt 
poſitive orders, that I may not again find myſelf 
under the ſame difficulties, which had nearly de- 
feated the ſucceſs of my campaign in the Ardennes. 
Enough of this; what I fay, is purely in the way 
| of precaution. As we ſhall have, on the 28th no 
fewer than ſeventy thouſand men in the enemy's 
territories, and out of France ; it is time, to begin 
to think ſeriouſſy of paying them in ſpecie. This 
will demand three millions of livres, in the month, 
beginning from the twenty- eighth of October. We 
may reckon alſo, that, by the tenth of next month, 
General Valence will be at Namur, with twenty 
9 thouſand men more; which force will require at 
leaſt ſix hundred thouſand livres more, in the 
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month. Reckon therefore upon four millions of 

livres in the month, as neceſſary to be regularly 

tranſmitted to the army. 

At all events, I hope to od! you money ii in the- 

Low Countries, where it is very plentiful. I even 
know 
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know in what particular places it is to be found. 


If the revolntion ſucceed in the Netherlands; T 
ſhall have offers of money, and ſhall make the aſ- 


7 ſignats paſs at par. If the Belgians ſhall not de- 


clare themſelves freemen, and our allies; I will 
then treat them as enemies, ſeize their ſpecie, and 

p the aſſignats by. force. But, for the firſt 
"at at leaſt, you muſt provide the whole of 
the above ſupply, —excepting a ſum which I return 
to you, —as I ſhall find means to ſpare it. At the 
army in the Ardennes, I had twelve or thirteen 


3 hundred thouſand livres in ſpecie; and of this 
nearly the whole remains, —as I entered not the 


enemy's country. Manage ſo, therefore, that, in 

the military cheſt of the army of the Low Countries, 
(for this name muſt my army now afſume,—and 
gloriouſly will it ſupport the name, ) at leaſt two 
millions may be W on the "Oe or . 30, 
at the lateſt. 


Citizen d'Eſpagnac * will inform you ao the terms- 


| 5 2 07 3) upon 
* Lately Abbe VEfpagnae. 1 had, before this time, no con- 

vexion with him. He came to the army to regulate the ſervice 
of the waggons, for which he had contrafted. His aQtivity, and 
fertility in reſources ſoon made me diſtinguith him, As he was 
now returning, for a few days, to Paris, I explained at length to- 
dim, the wants of the army, He engaged to ſupply within fif- 
tecn days all that 1. wanted. [IP entered into a verbal agree 
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upon which we have agreed for the- ſupply of the 
wants of this army; to whom, in truth, every thing 


is wanting, but courage and patriotiſm. I in- 
treat you to furniſh our ſupplies without delay, : 
ſhall then anſwer for he's reſt, 


— 


I ET TER III. 


0 the : Ws al. War. 


ee at Valenciennes; Odoober. 24. 17923 Firſt es 
of the exiſtence of the Republie. | 


+THBchindhswiko hive contnifted tofurnith car 


riages to all the armies of the republic have, agree-: 


ably. to your orders joined me. Fthink it fortunate, 


that (horſes voluntarly contributed and removable at- 


the pleaſure of the owners,) have at laſt been perceiv- 
ed to be unfit for the carriage of the camp-equipage 3. 


and that the neceſſity has been allowed, of furniſh- 


ing carriages for the conſtant, ordinary ſervice of 
wo amy Wee _ pep won ein; trouble 

| | \ as: 
TY to that TE, was bids for the army, the | 
Miniſter declared to him, that he himſelf had already made full 
proviſion of every. thing : Upon which d'Eſpagnac though, him, 


ſelf acquitted of his engagements. with me. 
+ This expreſſion proves aneqUIvoceny; that I informed the 


— Miniſter thus early, that the army was in want of every thing. 


_ inconvenience of PTY: extraord 


Vary 


for this purpoſe, in the countries into which we 
are obliged to carry the war. eee. out your 
intentions concerning this- matter, I gave orders 
to the Commiſſary- general to aſcertain the preciſe 
weight of the camp- equipage neceſſary for the ac- 
commodation of one regiment of infantry, and 
one of cavalry. By the reſult, of which the parti-- 
culars will be communicated. to you by Citizen 
d'Eſpagnac, you will perceive, that, the new im- 
provement in the conſtruction of the tents reduces 


= the bulk of our bag gage, .at the rate of about half-- 
4 a-waggon to the battalion of infantry; but that 


each full battalion of infantry, ſtill requires, for | 


the conveyance of its. baggage, eight carriages with - 


four wheels and: four horſes or nine carriages” 
with two wheels and one horſe, and eight with-two- 
horſes, if you ſhould. chuſe rather to employ car- 
riages of the latter ſort . Two ſquadrons of cavalry- 
require five carriages: with four wheels and four 
horſes; or four with two wheels and one horſe, 
and fix with two horſes, upon theſe data you will 
calculate the number of carriages neceſſary to each 
battalion or ſquadron whether drawn by.one,hyy 
two, or by four horſes: i; I terre T6692 eee 

- Farther, you will find, that, as the battalions 


* . under the command of SO | 
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Valence and d'Harville are to join thoſe under m 


and twelve hundred drawn each by two horſes. 


_ . Beſide+theſe carriages for the ondinary ſervice, 
extraordinary ſervices, — that is, twelve. hundred of: 
niſh the army with carriages, that they hold in rea- 

| wheels and: four horſes; -or:thirteen hundred drawn: 


my army . 
| fs for other ſervices at the camp. 
try, in the terms of their contract, whatever car- 


riages I may want. I ſhall therefore reckon to their: 
account, alk carriages hired by the commiffary-ge- 


command; I. ſhall therefore want, for the con- 
veyance of the camp-equipage alone, twelve hun- 
dred carriages drawn each by four horſes.; - or 
thirtcen hundred and fifty drawn each by one horſe, 


fo end Tx: 


of the camp. I' fhall want an, equal number for 


2 e 
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( 

EA ee 83 


33 


r 
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four wheels and four horſes each. 
Tou wall, therefore, give orders, Citizen-miniſ-- | 
ter, to the Company who have contracted. to fur- 
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dineſs to receive my commands. 
1. Either twelve hundred. carriages al four: 


by one horſe, and twelve hundred drawn by two 
horſes, for the nn of the eee of. 


2. Twelve W carriages "Rom by four hor- 


The contractors, till they: ſhall receive your or- 
ders to this effect, have agreed to hire, in the coun- 


3 from the 15th of October, till they ſhall have 
3 x Provided) 


DU MOURIER 


four horſes each. t eee e 

I cannot do bettury 1 2 intreat: 
you to have due regard tothe urgency-of. our wants. 
Fheſe will be relieved by your immediately conclu- 


ding preciſe. and unequivocal- bargains with Con- 


tractors of the {ame abilities and activity, as thoſe 


with whom I have: treated: on the buſineſs which: 
is the ſubject of this letter. To the moſt ardent 
civiſm they join uncommon. knowledge and in PEN 
try. They. alone have thoſe large and liberal views: 


which-are:requifite to the uſeful management of a 
part of the ariny-affairs. which had. been exceeding-- 
ly neglected.. With ſuch. Agents, if matters be 


made eaſy to them, I ſhould anſwer for leading the 
Erench army to the extremity of the eart n.. 


#4 % 


LETTER I. 
um Pachi, Miniſter at Mur. 


Paris; Oct. 24. Firſt year of the· Republic: — eleven at night; 


I HAVE juſt learned, General; that Baron 


Senfft lately envoy from the king of Pruſſia to the- 


Prince-Biſſiop of Liege, arrived at Liege, on the- 
rath -of this month, in the character of miniſter- 


i . - extraordinary, 


"PACHE. Io , 
provided td thouſand: four hundred ng 
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coy: from his ſovereign: and has had a. 
fecret conference with the Prince-biſhop-of Liege, 
in conſequence of which, the — has. itt 
ſince, ſeveral times convok et. 
The purpoſe of the conferences of is Pruſſian: ; 
envoy, is not publicly known. But, ſome well- in- 
formed perſons are of opinion, that it muſt be, to- 
prepare winter - quarters for eight or ten thouſand 


Pruffian troops. Beſides, the conduct and conver- 


ſation of Baron Senfft afford us no room to truſt 


to any friendly diſpoſitlions of the Prufiian Court 


towards us. For theſe reaſons, I beg. you to take. 
the maſt effectual and expeditious meaſures in or- 
der to pre-occupy Liege, before it can be entered 


there. Iwo companies of Auſtrian troops, and 
the prince's own regiment— are the only military 


force, to oppole us. Theſe are the leſs: formida- 
ble, as they are ſaid to have received orders to fall ? 
back, at our approach. 


I hope, that, having received intelligence ow , 


| ah of the intention of the * . will ea- 


fly be able to defeat it. 
Mere it poſſible for, you, at this TRY in the - 
ſeaſon, to diſpatch the lighteſt-armed troops of the 
garriſon of Givet, inſtantly, far Liege; they might 
march along the right bank of the Meuſe, prevent- 
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| 5 ing Clairfait in this movement, —for he is at this 
1 moment on his march from Luxemburgh to Na- 
Y mur; and in this way, you would unqueſtionably 
3 be ſureſt of taking poſſeſſion 0 of Liege, before the 
I Pruſſians. Tt would be at the fame time neceſſary, 
1 that ydu ſhould advance, on the right, both to re- 
is | new the garriſon of Givet, and to attack, or at 
leaſt maſk Namur. By this ſecond movement, you 
FX would confirm and compleat your poſſeſſion of 
2 Liege; and that ill-fated country would {till be in- 
"7 debted to you for its ſafety. But, if you judge this 
3 | ſudden enterprife, too uncertain to be attempted ; 
I thould think that you might accompliſh the ſame 
end, —only, ſomewhat later, —by marching with 
W your army in full force againſt Namur, and ſend- 
Y ing thence a detachment into Liege. Should the 

| 1 Pruſſians have already obtained a footing there,. . 
which I expect not, —it will then be neceſſary to 
3 drive them out. At all events, it would be requi- 
A | ſite that you ſhould alter your firſt plan for the 
Campaign, by employing more forces on the Meuſe 
than you had before deſtined to act: in that quarter. 
| You, General, muſt be peculiarly. ſenſible of 
| the neceſſity of repulſing the remains of the Pru- 
| flian army to a diſtance from our frontiers; and: 
ot completing the ſucceſs of your campaign againſt: 


2 | LETTERS BETWERN | V 
the Duke of Brunfwick, by rendering it 1 ; 7 | 
for them to renew the invaſion. | --, 

For theſe reaſons, General, yon will not aban- 3 
don your purſuit of the Pruſſians, till you ſhall be 
ſure they paſs not the winter on- the hither fide of 
the Rhine. Whatever aſſurances the King of Pru- 
ſſia may give you of his intentions to the contrary : 
remember that Frenchmen are not to truft the yu 7 
their oy to * good . * Kings! 


TO”  Pacux. 
LETTER . 
2. the Minifer at War. 
„ tri} 6 | Valenciennes; October 25, 1798. 


© READY, as 1 am, to enter the Netherlands, 
with an army in want of every neceſſary.— adding 4 
a body of fixty thouſand men to that vaſt concourſe: bh. | 
of people which the expectation of the preſent ex- 

pedition had already aſſembled on this frontier ; 
Judge whether, in theſe circumſtances, I can poſ- 
ſibly proceed on my enterpriſe, if I be continually 
thwarted with obſtacles from your offices, — eſpeci- 
ally if contracts be made void, —and others not ſub-- 
fituted inſtead of them . 


e 


8 


. 
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Citizen Malus, authorized by Servan, your pre- 


aeceſſor, contracted with citizens Paulet of Douay, 

'M and Fabre of Paris, for twenty thouſand bags of 
Hz fine flour. The contractors were proceeding in the - 
fulfilling of their bargain with celerity and good 
faith. The flour is all bought; and five thouſand 
4 | bags are already on the way to the army, and arg 


expected to be immediately received here. In the 


1 mean time, the contractors, having waited on Ci- 
1 tizen Haſſenfratz *, have been poſitively told by him, 
| 4 | —that he caunct agree to the bargain made with them 
7 | by. Citizen Malus, but will diſmiſs him from his office ; 
1 | communicating 7 him, at the ſame tame, the determina= 
3 tion of the Miniſter at War. I wiſh that Citizen 
Haſſenfratz, inſtead of his own inſolence of office, 
WE were cndowed with the abilities and the patriotiſm 
Y | of Citizen Malus. It is very aſtoniſhing that "= 
1 clerk in one of the public offices of the republic 
ſhould aſſume the haughty and deciſive tone of a 
0 ; miniſter of the old government. I cannot ſpare - 

b; ; either Citizen Malus, or his contract; for here are 
E cighty thouſand Frenchmen of us, going upon a 
moſt important expedition. 


Citizen Haſſenfratz will perhaps ſay, * ib 


; out this contract, the officers appointed for provi- 
ing lybliſtence to the army, may find ſufficient. 


\ . Proviſions | 
. Firſt Clerk in = War · office. | 


24 ' LETTERS BETWEIN —- 

proviſions for the army now afſembled in the de- 
partment of the North. They cannot. Citizens 
Haſſenfratz and Deſmarets themſelves adviſed the 
contract. The former even aſſiſted in negociating it. 
Whether the contra& be at a high or a low 


price, I ſhall not conſider. It was made under the 
authority of your predeceſſor, made, becauſe our 


neceſſity was urgent, —a reaſon which till requires 
us to abide by it; for we are not to expect, that 
another ſhall be made; which, conſidering, "that 
the price of grain had fince riſen, would be, moſt 
probably, more diſadvantageous. But, farther, the 
citizens who have made this contract, make a very fair 


propoſal, to yield up their bargain, and furniſh the 


fame twenty thouſand bags of wheat, taking only 
two per cent. of commiſſion. By this propoſal, 
all difficulties are removed. ; 

l have a concluding obſervation to make, which 
you will oblige me by communicating to Citizen 


Roland, miniſter for the Home-Department, with 


whom I have had ſeveral converſations upon this 
very head. My obſervation is, that every contract 


which brings grain to us, from abroad, is certainly | 


advantageous, however dear the price. It pre- 
vents the monopolies of a | Company who have un- 
dertaken to furniſh proviſions for all the armies. 
E leaves grain in the republic for the maintenance 


of 
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of its inhabitants. Cutting off one branch of the 


of all the departments, and hinders one department 


of the army rene to amen of 


another. ee 4 4 


Upon theſe ct © an Citizen Ro- 


3 bd that when I ſhould enter the Netherlands, 1 | 
EX would endeavour to diſſolve all the bargains of; the 


Contractors; requiring no farther ſupplies out of 


France; but making Belgium yield ſubſiſtence to 


the army within it. On theſe points, Citizen Ro- 
land and I agreed. And you muſt be ſenſible, that 


the very advantageous and neceſſary contract with 
Citizens Paulet and Fabre, accommodates itſelf to 
| theſe ſame views; fince, inſtead of conſuming the 


2&1 tins 8 in hee, it e us with ſo 


You acl not 1 e furpriſed; We hs aa on 


4 ls my. fide, all theſe reaſons, ceconomical; political, 
and military, I inſiſt upon the fulfilment of this 
1 contract z and fend at the ſame time a copy of it, 
# and of this letter to the Committee of the Nation- 
| I | al Convention for military affairs. The ceconomy 

3 | which deſerves to be firſt ſtudied in ſuch a criſis as 
me preſent, is that of time and of nen. Of this 
I have given proof; and I am earneſt to fniſh 
| * what I have begun. Whenever, therefore, I Laall 


. gence I ſhall have been er berech ns left deſtitute 


26 * LETTERS BETWEEN 
be left at a loſs for articles of indiſ penſible neceſſi- 
ty, proviſions, clothes, ammunition, or money, by WW 
the ſordid or the dilatory ſpirit of the war-offices; | 1 
I will then make my complaints loudly, and will 7 
throw the blame of my miſcarriage in my underta- q | 8 
_ kings, upon thoſe by whoſe frowardneſs or negli- 3 


: of the neceſſary means. 


ch Et K 25 a 


To 1 Pre 27 deni of 5 Military Committee. 


| : Ner, 255 m 
CITIZEN PRESIDENT, 


I SEN you a copy of a letter written by me to 
Citizen Pache, miniſter at war. The object is, in 
all points of view, of the utmoſt importance. No- 
thing can be more urgent than the neeeſſity for my 
entering the Low-Countries; in order to preclude 
them from being occupied by thoſe troops which I 
fortunately drove out of the Ardennes. No ex- 
pence ought to be ſpared, which may facilitate my | 
enterprize. No obſtacle ſhould be raiſed againſt ; 
me, from the forms of office, or from narrow mo- 
tives of cxconomy. Theſe cauſes have before pro- 
ved ruinous to our i md n Wee to the 
Republic. | „% da ad raceha 

P. 8. Subjoined is a copy of the Contract which 
the miniſter a at war refuſes to ſuſtain. e ee 
LETTER 
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is 6 "LEFTER' V. 26) nc 


1 . 10 the Minjfer at War ar. 5 | 
_F 1 5 Oc. 25, 1792. 


. THANK you, Gee in h Pa e me 
of che conference of Baron Senfft with the Biſhop | 
of Liege's miniſter... But, I do not ſuppoſe, that 
WT the Prufitans are to halt in that biſhopric: I do not 
I believe them to be in a condition to act againſt an 
1 enemy during this winter: Nor can I think that 
4 | the. king of Pruſſia will ſacrifice the remains 
his army for the ſake of ſupporting the biſhop of 3 
95 Liege. However, if you have carefully read over 
my diſpatch of the 22nd of this month, you will 
bayve ſeen, that it is part of my plan, to march the 
1 army under General Valence, to N amur, by the 
vay of Givet, But, his march to Longwy, of 
8 which Thighly approve, muſt retard his, progreſs 3; 
| 1 | and he writes me, that he cannot promiſe to reack 
1 | Givet, before the 6th of next month. I ſuppoſe, 
WE thercforc, that he cannot be able to act againſt Na- 
mur, before the 10th. His army was to conſiſt of 
eighteen thouſand men. But, by new orders which. 

I ſent him yeſterday, he is directed to ſtrengthen it 
Vith a reintorcement of four or five thouſand men. 
On the 27th, 1 ſhall be at Quarouble, with a- 
P bout forty thouſand men. General d'Harville, with 
C 2 R 


248 FEFTTERS BETWEEN 
cen thouſand, marches, on the 28th to Bintche. 
Before the arrival of General Valence at Givet, F 
hope to take Mons, — General la Bourdonnaye, in 
the mean time, maſquing and threatning Tournay, 
—and then to march agairiſt Ghent and Oudenarde. | 

Then drawing all my columns together, as we ap- 
proach Bruſſels, which all accounts repreſent to me, 
as the central point of the defence to be made by 
the Auſtrians; I will direct General d' Harville to 
maſque Namur: he will there join General Va- 
lence. Thus will he prevent General Clairfait WW 
from entering Brabant. ;---this General not having is 
more than between fifteen and eighteen thoufand 
men, to. oppoſe to thirty or five and thirty thou« | 

ſand, to which the army under General Valence 
will be augmented, when joined by that under Gene- 
ral d' Harville. Joined by General la Bourdonnaye, Wi 
I ſhall have ſixty thoufand men, to attack and take 
Bruſſels, without reckoning upon the people of the 
country, whom I may expect to riſe in my favour. i U 
Eight or ten thouſand Pruſſians in the territory, | 
of Liege, will be little able to hinder me from 
finiſhing my campaign on the Meuſe, and driving f 
all the Germans out of the Low Countries. You 
ſee, from this plan, which 1 cannot explain more 
particularly, and W may wok in us altered by 
. circumſtances, 
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| circumſtances, that I expect to have a ſufficient 
force upon the Meuſe. 


After taking Mons, two days march will „ 


me to Bruſſels. Only before this city, can I meet 
| with oppoſition, to ſtay my career: aſſuredly the 
city of Liege, were it even not diſpoſed for a revo- 
| lution, is not in A ſtate to make a defence. The 
1 Pruſſians would not await my approach, but wople 


retire, with great celerity, into the dutchy of Cleves. 


BE You are of opinion, as you'yourſelf tell me, that 
au depends upon the rapidity of my firſt move- 


ments. I am perſuaded, therefore, that you will 


1 ppare no pains or expence, to ſupply me with the 
4; | neceilary money, ammunition, proviſions, clothes, 
| 1 | and arms. You will fulfill, L hope, all the bar- 
50 | gains I have made with Citizen d'Eſpagnac* ; ; your 

WE will abide by thoſe already made by Citizen Malus, 
A | whoſe abilities and public ſpirit I cannot too highly 
= praiſe, and to whom I intreat you to ſend, without 
. delay, the commiſſion | of Commiſſary- general in 
| 7 | chief, which was promiſed him three months ago, 
and the duties of which he now performs. I alſo re- 
] 4 queſt you to ſend the commiffion of Paymaſter-gene- - 
* n to the army of the North, to Citizen Martin f: 
Pg. nigh ered gon Og 25 Manifeſto, . 


- '* "Thoſe mentioned in my letter of the 25th, which ſee. _ | 
+ After this formal demand on my part, how could Pache ſufa 


5 . fer tre to be accuſed before the Convention, of having. diſmiſſed | 


the- 
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Manifeſto, an 70 the People of Belgium. . 
Velendennes, Oe. 26, 1792. 


BRAVE Belgians | you. raiſed, l us, the bk 
banner of liberty; but, betrayed, by your fellow- ; 


citizens, in whom you confided; enſnared and de- 
ceived by the perfidious inſinuations of Courts to 


which you applied, or which. officioully intermed- 
dled in your affairs only to perplex and. diſtract 
you, to embarraſs the deſpot whoſe yoke you ſtrug- 


gled to ſhake off, and at laſt to deliver you. up to- 
His vengeance : Victims, of the cruel and inſidious: 


policy of all the Courts. of Europe, bas particularly 


of that of France,---which regarded your liberty as. 


a blow fatal to that deſpotiſm which it deſired to. 
re-eſtabliſh over us: Not only did vou receive no 


effectual ſuccour from the French, your neighbours, 


but you were by the French abandoned and betray- 


ed, even after they had entered your provinces. 


Having trampled deſpotiſm in the duſt, and ex- 


tinguiſhed royalty; Having eſtabliſhed themſelves. 


in republican. freedom, triumphed over armies of 
1 . thear ſlaves, ang, — the 8 1 


3 
the pay-maſter who bad SER ate to wha da "Sins the. 
Monitor, the proceedings of the ſitting of the 28th of November. 
This was one of the principal reaſons which bed, thegi ta Fo 
argeſt — Malus and d'Eſpagnac. 4 


3 | of a new Conſtitution. 
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of France are now, at length, worthy f yourimoſt- 
We unple confidence, as are the armies which they 
ſend for your deliverance. 

= We immediately enter your territories. But our 
Ws folc object is, to aſſiſt you to plant the tree of liber- 
ty, without preſuming to N Tay in-the choice 


L 
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foucar, that you will never again ſubmit to the yoke- 


of deſpotiſm; We will then be your brothers, our 
friends, your: proteCtors;, We will reſpect your” pro- 
perty and your laws: Diſeipline, the moſt ſtrict and 
orderly, hall be mamtainec in the French armies. 

We enter your provinces, in purſuit of the bar=. 
barians of Auſtria; ho have ravaged our depart- 
ment of the North with the moſt dreadful atroci- 
ties. Our arms ſhall execute fevere juſtice on the 
baſe ſoldiers of tyranny.” © You! have alfo inſolence, 
rapatity, and manifold erimes, to avenge upon their 
heads. Join us, that we may net be obliged to 
confound Belgians with Germans. If you leave 
them maſters of your: cities, theſe we muſt bom- 
bard and burn, in order to deſtroy the favage horde. 
But, join our arms; and you tall eafity, and with- 


1 ; | out los, expel chen for- ver. & 33£ (1 L743 <\ 1.1 Ys ne F 


Belgians we are brethren. Our cauſe is the 
meaty Ton. have given? too many proofs of vous 
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tmpatience to ſhake of the yoke, than us now to fore: 
wat: we be. forced to treat YOu/as enemies. 525 
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4 the Miniher a at War. 105 35 
ESSE: on, 26, 1798: 


r 17 77 R 414 1 45311 £74 


Mile; iti ee to r you, 1. The very 


ſhort and ſimple manifeſto which I have princes for 
| diſtribution i in the Low- Countries; FAT 


2. My diſpatch, On the 24th, to Sue Ia 


| eden IJ muſt inform vou, -—that, in con- 
fequence of the Council's having neglected to give 
to the aſſiſtant- generals, preciſe and poſttive orders 
for the undiſputing ſubmiſſion to my commands 3 
I have already met with ſharp. ceniure from this 


General, and an oppoſition which may end in di- 
rect diſobedicnce, if he continue to act upon his 


_ own notions, inſtead of following out my Plans. 


The Council will, I hope, take immediate means 


to prevent the ſcandal, and the dangerous incon- 


veniencies which might-ariſe from this conduct. 


3. My, diſpatch to General Valence, of the 26th. 

4. My diſpatch to General Kellerman, dated al- 
ſo on the 26th. From theſe ſeveral diſpatches, 
you-wil ſee the, Whole of my Plan, and its con- ; I 


nexion 
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1 | nexion with the general plan of. attack, from. the 
| Þ 1 Mediterranean to Dunkirk. You muſt be ſenſible, 
| 3 Citizen Miniſter, that all its parts ought to correſ- 
9 pond with one another, and he who ſhould occa- 
: ; | Gon the failure of any one branch of it would be 
= highly blameable. If the National Council do not 


| | adopt the whole of this plan; you wilt inſtantly 


WE acquaint me witly their determination. I am ready 
dc execute whatever they fhall preſeribe; for Þ alſo. 


WE know what it is, to obey. I ſhall not be able till af- 


3 ter to-morrow, to aſſemble my troops in the camp 


of Quarouble.: I am very deſirous to lead them to 
WE x diſtance from Valenciennes, aſſoon as L ſrall bave 


1 | commeniced my operations. Nothing e be of 
gd ronger urvency; therefore, than that your forth 


W with tranſtmit to me, either abſolute onders from 


dae Council, or at leaſt fufficicat power to enecute 
Th thoſe plans which have been in-viewfor:theſe three. 
| years, u which circumſtances have, in the courſe 
of | this time extended. I ſend: you not the letters 


4 of General la Bourdonnaye; withing to have no 
cCeontention, but with the Auſtrians. But, yon 
= will put a ſpeedy: end to a growing miſunderſtand». 
1 ing; which might proceed to difobedience, and 
foree me to have recourſe to very ſevere meaſures ;, 
for the welfare and glory of the republic, are to 
de kreferred to edery other conſiderations 100 
c LETTER. 
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8 ofa | LETTER 93 
8 the Minifter a iv pol 
Parts, Oase: 25, e Firſt) year or the Republi, 
GENAU, e . 


WIEN I acquainted you with; what I e 
ed of the negotiations of Baron Senfft, and the 
deſigns, of P ruſſia, to ; winter a body of troops 


in the territory of Liege; I communicated, at the 


ſame time, my own ideas of the beſt plan for diſ- 


appointing! their purpoſe, — in an honeſt zeal for 
Four glory, and that of the republic. In this, I 

did my duty, as miniſter; and I am ſatisfied. But, 
it is your part, no doubt, General, who are your- 


ſelf the author of the plan of operations which you 
follow, who muſt anſwer for its ſucceſs or miſear- 
Fiage, and who will have the glory of its accom- 


pliſhment, - to direct. ita execution. No perſon 


can be leſs diſpoſed than I am, to ſubſtitute his 
own notions of military matters, inſtead of thoſe 
of the General, to o whoſe e ey. are Sy 
truſted. 7 


the wants of your army. I muſty only, intreat you 


to direct your ſtaff. officers and commiſſaries- at · war, 


to: 


\ I-ſhall wg cb means in my power t to 9 8 L N 


DUMOURIER AND 'PACHE. 39 


3 Z to give me notice, from time to time, of what they 


: | I muſt take from my own iege-artillery. 1 know 


1 aal want, 5 before the want be abfolutely felt. - 
_ 95. 147 "Rl _— we Pacnr. 
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To the aun miſter at Wat ar. 


Valenciennes; October 28. Firſt year of the Republic | 
CrT1ZEN-M1INISTER, GA Wet 


I AM juſt ſetting out for my head-quar=. 5 
ters at Aunin. General Valence informs me of 
his march to Givet. It ſhould ſeem, that he 
is not too well provided in artillery. He muſt 
begin, however, with taking firſt the citadel of 
Namur, and then that of Huy. 1 ſend you a copy. 
| of his demand of a ſupply, T ſhall ſend him 4 fix 
| teen pounders, A twelve ponders, and 4 ſwivels. 
I ſhall give orders at Douay for the convoy, which 
not what artillery there may be at Givet and Phi- | 
5 | lippeville.” What will, 1 believe, be yet more uſe- | 
; | ful, is, to fend horſes, with all expedition, for 
| drawing his mortars: N might likewiſe be proper 
do ſend thither three or four thouſand bombs, —if 
f | chere be any manufacture of theſe. But reſources 


are 
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are to be Found at Givet for both bombs * bul- 
lets. Ido not ſuppole that twenty-four poundes 
can. be wanted in that quarter. Beſides on the 1 
roads along the Meuſe, and between the Sambre 
and the Meuſe, they would be exceedingly trouble- 
ſome. The caſtle of Namur is without caſemates, 
and in all reſpects, in a very inſufficient condition. 
A few men onyx will be. , wanted there, unleſs 
Clairfayt ſhall have arrived;. If he have arrived, 
L myſelf will march thixher from: Bruſſels, with fif- | 
ty or ſixty thouſand men. Valence will check 


Clairfayt ; and with this we ſhall end. | + 
; | : | * | * ; EC 

— en e — 9 
Bara 1 1 222 given? to General e. 


£ 


Arnie, Odober 29 i 

"GENERAL YHarville, with the diviſion of the 
army under his command, conſiſting of about twelve N 
thouſand men, and to, be augmented as new troops ; 
of cavalry and infantry ſhall arrive,---is ordered to | 
l make a diverſion on the right of my army, and to 
adyance ſtill as J advance, from the time of my 
entering the Low-countrics,. till 1 {hall change this 
order. General d'Haryille, will in his firſt march 
proceed to Bintche; the day I will name to lum, 
by a courier, as this movement of his n! e in 
concert 


1 i»: < 
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= concert with one which I ſhall make to ſupport 
; n kim. He will chuſe a ſituation for a camp, be- 
E tween Bintche and Mons, or cloſe by Bintche, ha- 
ing its right at Bintche and its Ig at the abbey of 
Zonne-Eſperance, or the hamlet of Chaudieres. 
: He will take care to intrench this camp, and all 
| | thoſe camps in general which he ſhall form. He 
will preſs into his ſervice pioneers from the adja- 
cent country, will confine them at his park of ar- 
WE tillery, under the cuſtody of the armed troop, and 
will give them food, —and even ſome ſmall pay, 
to ſuch as ſerve with good will, or are ſingularly 
My expert,---ſuch as carpenters, ſmiths, &c. 


He will pat theſe pioneers under the command 


of the Adjutant-general, whoſe buſineſs it is, to 
clear the ground for the marches of the army. He | 
may expect to meet with all poſſible obſtructions on 
| his march from Maubeuge to Bintche; as the enemy 
| muſt have ſpared no pains to break the roads,” by 
ſloughs and pits, and every other feaſible means. 
: The march muſt therefore be conducted with the 
i greateſt precaution, and almoſt in cloſe order of 
battle. The column conveying the baggage, muſt 
1 be in the middle between the other two columns 
5 | which are to be diſencumbered from every thing 
| which might incommode them in fighting. Aſſoon 
| as General d-Harville {hall have taken his pollen 


* 1 at 
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.at Bintche, he will ſeize all the property of the 00 
vernment, and declare to the people, that they 


alone are now the ſovereigns of the country; 


che French, only the organs of the natural, im- 


preſcriptible rights of man; he will declare, that 
the French are to treat, as friends and brethren, 
every Belgian aſpiring to the dignity of a freeman, 
— and will receive among them, all who ſhall take 


arms to aſſiſt their own rights; and that the French 


Republic have determined never to lay down arms, 


till they ſhall have emancipated the inhabitants of 
the Low- countries from ſubſerviency to 884 ſpecies : 


of deſpotiſm. 


To give due authenticity to this declaration, Ge- 


neral d' Harville muſt previouſly concert the matter 
at the town houſe, with the city gates ſhut, and in 


the preſence of the magiſtrates of the people. He 


will aſſemble the whole people in the market-place, 
and aſter reading to them this declaration, which 
muſt be printed and poſted up, will invite the 
people to name for themſelves, new magiſtrates by 
open vote, and to order the ſame election in all 
the towns and villages of what has been called the 
provoſtry, but will now, of courſe become the 


diſtrict of Bintche. He will inform the people that 


the money ſeized in the treaſury of the late Go- 


wernment, is not to be appropriated to the uſe of 
the 
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the French, but is to be expended in equi pi 
arming, and clothing thoſe citizens who ſhall 


arms for the vindication of Belgic liberty. 

Parther, General d'Harville is not to intermed- - 
dle in the government or adminiſtration of the ci- 
ties, towns, and villages through which he ſhall 
paſs, except in regard to matters which direct- 
ly concern the ſecurity and welfare of the —_— 

| under his command. 

He will keep the army under the moſt. exact 
diſcipline, and make the general officers reſpon- 
ſible, each for any diſorderly conduct of the diviſi- 

on under his command, the ſuperior officers, for 
their reſpective regiments, the inferior, and ſub- 

alterns, for their different companies.. 

He will enjoin his army to ſhew the „ re- 
ſpect to. all objects of religious worſhip, and to all - 
private property ! Bat, he will take care to deſtroy 
all the imperial eagles and all public writings i qued in 
the name of the deſpot ; and to eraze and efface. eve- 
ry thing which might ſer ve to remind the brave 
Belg gic Nation whom we deliver, of the ſlavery un- 

der which they have groaned.... 
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LETTER III. 
From the Miniſter at Wars 


Paris, Oct. 29, 1792. Firſt year of the Republig, 

I wriTE to inform you, General, that, at the re- 

queſt of General Valence, I have ordered all the ar- 

tillery repreſented to me, as neceſſary, to be eonvey- 
ed from Chalons to Mezieres, and to be kept in rea- 
dineſs for his uſe, at Metz. But, as his army is a 
diviſion of yours, and of that of Kellerman, I can em- 
ploy no horſes in this ſervice, but thoſe which are ap- 
propriated to the armyof the North, and conſequent- 
ly a part of thoſe horſes which are now under your 
orders, and under the orders of General -Keller- 
man. I therefore wiſh General Valence to conſult 
with you, concerning: the mans by which he may 
the moſt readily procure the horſes, he may want; 
and I would obſerve to you, that, if a new levy of 
horſes ſhall appear neceſſary; it ought to be order- 
ed with the utmoſt expedition, in order to ſerve 
for the conveyance of. the above-mentioned artillery. 
I may confidently expect from your ardour in the 
{ rvice of your country, that you will give General 
Valence, on this occaſion, all the afliftance in your 
power: and I promiſe, with the conſent of the ad- 


miniſtrati e 
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miniſtrative bodies, to preſs into the ſervice the 
horſes of the Country, if this ſhall be found neceſ- 
fary. 1 intreat you to concur with all your autho- 

rity, in the execution of ſuch meaſures as General 


Valence ſhall reſolve upon. 
! (Signed ) Pack, Miniſter at War. - 


LETTER VIII. - 
To the Miniſter at FfNar. 


'S ere On 29. * 
_ Crrrzuxn-MINISTER, 7, | | 
Tux return of my courier brotght me yel- - 
terday your letter of the 27th, in which you men- 
tion a packet containing an order for me to enter 
Brabant. This packet I have not received. The 
courier who brought it, is, 1 fear, loſt; for he ſet 
out an hour before my aide- de- camp, Lieutenant 
colonel Devaux, who has been with us theſe fort 
hours. I ſend you copies of the printed manifeſto, 
and of my addreſs to the army. I thank you for 
putting an end to the differences which had begun a 
to ariſe between General la Bourdennaye and my- 
ſelf. A letter which I lately ſent him, had al- 
ready brought him to reaſon. 3 in conſequence 
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of your determination, I have now neither his en- 


vy nor ill-temper to fear. Belides, he is a very 


worthy citizen; and I am. willing to. do juſtice ta 
his intentions which are very honeſt. 


I yeſterday made a movement, to draw all my 


troops out of their cantonments. While they re- 
mained in theſe, I could not know their wants.. 


Had the general muſter been longer delayed, the 


army muſt have been reduced by deſertion; and: 


numbers have already deſerted. It is unlucky, 
that the decree. ſhould have been ſo. haſtily paſſed, 
which declares our country to be no longer! in dan 
ger. Many of the volunteers now demand leave 


to return home. The beſt expedient J have found 


for detaining thoſe among them, who have a re- 


gard to their honaur, has been that of making them. 
leave their arms and knapſacks, on the pretence. 
that We need them in. the army. On this ſcore, 


there will be ſome complaints and remonſtrances. 


Such have, I believe, been offered already, among, 


others, by the municipality of St Cloud. But, I. 


am reſolved not to liſten to any thing of this ſort. 
The Republic is to be regarded above every pri- 
vate conſideration. | . 

We have not a angie a As Dd: Martin 
has not. yet been named paymaſter to the army of 


PP Y 
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the North“; no meafures have been taken to ſup- 
ply us with money. I aſked to have two millions 
of ſpecie between the 25th and the 3oth. , This 
demand you have not yet anſwered; and I cannot 
enter the Netherlands, without ready money for 
the pay: of the ſoldiers., Confider that I have al- 
ready more than ten thouſand men in an enemy 8 
country. Hm Z 

Becauſe no neceflity e. can be more urgent than 
this, —T. diſpatch to you, a courier. Citizen Malus, 
notwithſtanding all his-attention and aCtivity,, is in- 
want. of every thing neceſſary for. encampment. - 
He ss alſo in want of thoes: and not only. am. I 
obliged to delay marching forwards; but I have 
found it neceſſary to ſend half my army back inta 
their cantonments, — till I thall be ſupplied with 
theſe indiſpenſible articlesþ.. The army, under the 
command. of General. d'Harville, aud. ſtill, more, 
that of General la Bourdonnaye, are in the ſame 
ſituation. Nor is la Bourdonnaye wrong in com- 
plainingz that I have taken from him the beſt part 
of his proviſions; for I have actually been forced 

Lets this be compared with the reproaches which the Mini- 
ſter threw out pets in the . Convention). on a the 22nd of . 
November. 


+ hope that 1 all not be thought to have done wrong i in 
do previouſly informing the miniſter, - - 2 
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to divide what proviſions he had, between his army 


and my own. 


Permit me to make a ſhort digreſſion on the ſe 
parate properties of different armies. They pro- 
duce much inconvenience. To them are all the 
miſchiefs to be attributed, which had nearly occa- 


fioned the ruin of France, under - Rychambaut, 


Luckner, and La Fayette. 1. This ſeparation of 
property encourages in the different -commanders, 
a ſelfffh ſpirit, directly contrary to that which 
ought ko animate' the Generals of a Republic: - 
2dly. It divid es the adminiſtration, and makes eve- 
ry one to injure another. For inſtance, I took + 


general meaſures for providing myſelf with arms 


and artillery, . General la Bourdonnaye having con- 
cealed from-me, what he had done, and the or- 
ders which he had given; our different orders 
counteracted each other, —and I had the appear- 


ance of intermeddling with his property. In fu- 


ture, there: can nothing of this nature happen . 
for as his jealouſy is now removed, he will have 
no reaſon for hindering things from being carried 


on ſo as mutually to favour one another. 


Citizen Malus ſends you, by Commiffary Er- 
ville, A ſtatement of the articles he wants. D'Er- 
ville will anſwer any interrogatories concerning the 


articles of this ſtatement. I hope from the purity 
| 3 oy 2 
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of your patriotiſm, and the friendſhip you expreſs 
for me, that every thing wanted will be ſpeedily 
{upplicd to us. Invite to any conference which 
you hold upon theſe matters, Citizen d'Eſpagnac*, 
who has ſingular fertility of mind for the invention 
of reſources. You will conſider that any time 
which we walte hers, is employed by the Auſtrians, 
in preparing for our reception in the Netherlands. 
I recapitula.e. 1. Iwo millions in Specie, im- 
mediately neceſſary ; 3 2: Thirty thouſand pairs of 
ſhoes,. wanted immediately 3. Tents ready made, 
for ten thouſand men: 4. Camp-equipage for forty 
thouſand men, chiefly coverlets, of which you 
will ſend to this army, a number ſufficient. for five 
and twenty thouſand men, —to Lille, for ten thous 
ſand, and for five thouſand, to Maubeuge. Send 
all this, with poſt-haſte; and you fhall then bg 
freed from my importupitictpr ug am moſt bevy 


wn your friend, 
LE 1 TER 


* Schennas, without being Invited to this conference, went, 
in conſequence of a particular letter which he received from me. 
The miniſter ſhe ved him a very particular ſtatememt oft convoys 
_ which he ſaid, that he had prepared to be ſent to the arm. 
Þ'Eſpepgnac proreſed to convey them by four hnndred hoifes, 
which he would ſend in relays, and which would ſerve inſtead ef 
the poſt. Tho miniſter enſwered, that this was unneceſſary. 
D'Eſpagnae, with D*Erville, ſet out, in conſequence of this, for 
Valenciennes, on the 2nd. of November, trufling that all would 
he with the army, before them. What cams, is welk known. 


LETTER IV. 


v 
tl 
From Pache to Dumonrier*: * 
7 | | d. 
| OQober 27. 
Wo GENERAL, N 
1 | I HAVE W your letter of the 26th, 
| with the five other papers accompanying it. 
l You have received from the proviſory, executive 
1 council, orders to enter Brabant. They have not 
| altered the en in which oy iſſued thoſe 
4 | orders. Ic 
bi Yotr manifeſts muſt. have a very good effe&.. MW 2 
W 1 have given expreſs orders to General la Bourdon- 
naye, ſignifying that you are intruſted with the ſu- Fe 
1 | preme directions of this expedition, and that he is 
1 under your command. A copy of my letter to 
bl him, is ſubjoined. : 
You: may be aſſured, that 1 mall labour with . p 
unremittin g activity and diligence to ſupply you 1 
with every thing neceſſary ta enſure your ſucceſs Ml - 
in an expedition which has for its object, the ſecu- " 
rity of the Republic. Of this I intreat you to reſt M 
ed. te 
> { Signed ) PACHE. . by 
This Jetter is all in Pache's hand-writiog. <& 
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P. S. I have ſecured ſupplies for you from the 
victuallers “. I ſhall however take the twenty 
thouſand bags of flower; allowing two per. Cent, 
of factorage. Confide in the earneſtneſs of my en- 

deavours to ſerve you. 1 


LETTER v. 
From the Miniſter at Wear. 


Paris; Oct. 30. Firſt year of the Republic, 
I HAVE this inſtant received, General, your 
letter of the 28th, and I intereſt myſelf, in the 
warmeſt manner, in the ſucceſs of your expedition. 
General Valence's demands of artillery are fully 
complied with. The convoy is directed to Mezieres. 
I ſhould have ſent you a ſtatement of the artillery 
and ammunition now at Philippeville and Givet. 
But, Deſalmon has not yet communicated to me 
ſuch information as might enable me to ſatisfy you. 
Subjoined is a ſtatement of what was in theſe two 
towns, on the firſt of Auguſt laſt. | 
I have ordered the plans of Namur and of Huy 
to be ſought out; and ſhall ſend them to Valence, 
as you deſire. E 


_ 'To-morrow, 


bh The wants of the army at preſent prove his care of the T | 
ſupplies. | 
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To-morrow, I am to' confer with Colonel St 


George, upon the moſt expeditious means of ſend- 
ing to you, the corps under his. command. The 


other troops which you require, are to be ordered 
to you. Ke OV: 
Subjoined you will find the orders af the "oy 
cutive Power, with which l intreat you to comply 
inaſmuch as they concern you. Similar orders are 


addreſſed to Generals Valence and la Bourdonnaye, 


4-rvmg under your command. 


I alſo tranſmit to you, an order for your ſtaff 
to the execution of which I muſt requeſt you to at- 
tend. I cannot ſupply the wants of your army 
with the punctuality I deſire, unleſs I receive very 
particular information of theſe wants, as they ariſe. 


The miniſter for foreign affairs, informs me, 


that the van-guard of General Clairfayt's army 


arrived at Namur, on the 28th,---and that other 


twelve thouſand men are yet expected to arrive. 


Of this I ſhall give Valence inſtant notice. 
(Signed) en 


e! 


=; 
* 


nn nnen 


oy 


f £2 Þ | "TS | ! 
c 4 1 3 1 . 


Extract of Inflrudtion given to General la Baud 
1 which Be is to give a copy to lieutenantegene- 
ral Duval, for Duval information. concerning that 
part of the plan of operations which is to 1 executed: _ 
the troops under Bis command. 9 - 


GENERAL la Bourdonnaye, 3 — enters 
the Belgic territory, will poſt up. in conſpicuous 
places, the manifeſto which I have ſent him, 9g 
will publiſh it among the people. | 
Upon entering any town in Belgium, he will af: 
ſemble all the inhabitants in the market-place. He 
will there declare. to them, — not only, that they 
are free, and delivered from their bondage to the 
Houle of Auſtria; but that, by impreſcriptible na- 
tural right, they, the People, alone, are ſovereigns 
of the ſtate; ſubject to no external authority; ; un- 
leſs when they have given away, by delegation, 
| ſome part of their ſovereign power. Conſequent- 
ly, he will inform them, that, in order: to treat con- 
cerning their intereſts, with the Generals of the 
French Republic, they muſt begin with immediate- 
ly chuſing for themſelyes, by open vote, magiſtrates | 
and other executive officers; and muſt ſend orders 
to the fame effect, to all the towns and villages 
within their diſtrict. 


br at a w ' — * : 3 


E The 
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The General will, at the ſame time, . to | 
the People, that neither the French Republic, nor 


the Generals commanding . the French armies; will 
at all intermeddle to regulate or influence, that 
form of government which the Belgie Provinces 
may chuſe to adopt for themſelves ſeparately or col- 


lectively. After the Belgic People ſhall have _ 


begun to exerciſe their rights of Sovereignty. 
Until ſuch time, as the political Conſtitution a 
; the form of Government ſhall be fixed by the Bel- 


gic nation, —the General will inform the People, 


| that taxes and contributions will continue to be le- 
vied i in the fame form and proportions as at pre- 
| ſent, in the name of the Sovereign,---the people 
themſelves; this being indiſpenſibly neceſſary to 


ſupport the civil and military adminiſtration; but 
that, inſtead of the public money being poured in- 


to the ſavage and rapacious hands of the Auſtrians; 
the people ſhall have miniſters of their own, cho- 
ſen from among themſelves, to manage their pu- 


blic funds with prudence and ccο , and to 
apply them particularly to the formation of a na- 


tional army, by the advice of the French Generals; . 


ho will, however, take no ſhare in the manage- 8 


ment of theſe funds: but WHO, from their expe- 
| rience, and from the need which they have, to re- 
| cruit the forces under their command with Belgian 

5 troops 
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troops, may be ſafely honoured Wer the confi- 
dence of the Belgie nation. 2 
The General will inform the People, that the 
French enter Belgium, as allies and brothers; that 
for this reaſon, they doubt not but the ſovereigrt 
people of the country, will eagerly furniſh their 
army with all neceſfaries, ſuch as carriages, clothes, 
camp-equipage, victuals, lodgings, fuel, hoſpitals, 
and whatever elſe they may want, Lat requeſt of 
the Generals or Commiſſaries at War, — and for 
receipts given in due form, by the aid commiſſa- 
ries, and to be afterwards accounted for- berweerr 
the two nations. 
Should any province, city, Lenk or village be 
unſortunately ſo abject, as not with enthuſiaſm to . 
ſeize that tree of liberty which the French ſtrive to 
plant among their neighbours ,—evenafter:the long 
remonſtrances and the ſucceſsleſs efforts which the 
Belgians” have already made, for their own eman=- 
cipation : Should any part of Belgium Ve ſo brutal- 
ed as to prove inſenſible to the advantage and the- 
dignity of its own ſovereign power, „—at the very 
moment when the French come with" victorious 
arms juſtly employed, to offer this heavenly gift * 
— To that town or village, the General will an 
nounce, that they muſt be treated as baſe ſlaves of 
__ Houſe of Auſtria; and that the armies” of the 
3 Republic 
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Republic to avenge the cruelties exerciſed by: the 


| Auſtrian ſoldiers in France, will then reduce the 
towns to aſhes, and levy heavy contributions, which 
will make their march to be long remembered. It 
is probable. that no French General will be reduced 


to the neceſſity of uttering theſe threats, —ſtill leſs, 


to that of actually executing them. The Belgian 


People have too much magnanimity, and have too 
long ſighed for liberty, not to reſume, with earneſt. 
neſs and energy, thoſe native rights. of men in ſo- 


ciety, which they; have . loſt wat. e 


Trance, Kc. Wee 51 3335: | T1 


- 
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. Domo o the aue at ve, 


FOR 


0, \Norember 3.179% 
Curie tern, C . 


II is my duty to give you an account * a 


fact, which, the preſent urgency of my circum. 
ſtances, renders highly important. I am very 


much ſtraitened for forage to my army; and ſuch 
are — the difficulty of conveyance, and our want 


of carriages, that, were it not for the extraordi- 
_— care- * Malus, and the aſtoniths 
| | ing 
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ing activity of the perſons whom he employs, E 
mould often want both hay and oats. For the 
ſupply of my army commiſſary Malus has two prin- 
cipal repoſitories of his ſtores at Arras and Cam- 
bay. From theſe places have our ſupplies been hi- 

therto obtained: but the ſlighteſt accident may cut 
us off from the reſources which they afford. I this. 
day learn from Malus, that the eleftoral aſſembly 
of the diſtrict of Cambray have diſmiſſed from thelr 
employment, Citizens Macardier and Chodart, 
who had the chief care of the magazines at Cam- 
bray, and have named other perſons to the office, 
inſtead of, them. I know not whether this ſtroke - 
of authority may not have the very unhappy effect 
of interrupting our f1 upplies; and this conſideration, 
I confeſs, gives me great uneaſineſs. That unea: 
ſineſs would be ſtill greater; if I had not hopes; 
that the national Convention will inſtantly put a 
ſtop to this mode of acting, which the electoral 
afſſembly have thought proper to purſue; but 
which is both inconſiſtent with the functions in- 
truſted to them by the people, and dangerous to 
the ſervice of the Republic. I intreat you not to 
loſe ſight of- this very important object. Fo-morow, 
I ſend an aide-· de· camp to Cambray, having orders 
from me, to inform the electoral: aſſembly, that 
ſuch arbitrary removals from office may prove ex- 
E 3 tremely, 
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tremely prejudicial to the ſervice of the army: and E 

doubt not but the aſſembly, whoſe patriotiſm is un- 
queſtionable, will readily yield to the very ſtrong 
and convineing reaſons which TI ſhall inſtru him 
to lay before them. I have thought it my duty to 
acquaint you with this affair. From your patriotiſm 

and your vigilance, 1 _— the „ eee of * 
evils, for the en 117 
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"Frm Pache to Dumeuricr. e 

f 1 . Nor. 17 n. 
| CnnmRat, 


I 88ND you, ſabjoined; an 5 from a 
letter which I have juſt received from General Cuſ- 
tine. It contains ſome ideas concerning the far- 
ther proſecution of the war, which he deſires to 
have communicated to you. I requeſt your obſer- 
vations” in return; that I may tranſmit them to 
Cuſtine; and that the abilities of each of . 
nerals, may thus contribnte to the ſuccefs of the 
arms. of the pes even on that frontier which 
is the moſt remote from the ſcene of his operations. 

I add to the eee reſolutions: of the pro- 
_ executive e e formed, one ren '9gth 
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of October, — the other on the 3d of November, 
n which I n you'to. comply. BB S TOSaWra 
Marrs eleven ad jolt (Signet). Pac. 


N : #4 : 40 5 . 
149 ks innen rr $8733 0 V9 


Buiral u a Leter or from: General. Cuftineito the Mini- 
ich NN CORR 
SIAN 2060323644 MAE hi Fs tt ad 10 24714 
"1 an Head-quarters: at . Mayence 3, Nov. 27 17924 
HAT is now to be done? In my judgment; 
this army, on the Moſelle, muſt march to Preves. 
With the reinforcements which I ſtrall receive; Iwill 
attack Rhinfeldt. After taking it, Iwill proceed | 
towards Coblentz, at the fame time with the army 
now at Treves, and the body of forces whichoſhalb 
have marched to attack Traerbach, regulating our 
movements by thoſe of the enemy; and our coni- 
bined armies will then attack Ermanthein; for thex 
will be ready to combine for that purpoſe. In the 
mean time, General Dumourier will check the 
Auſtrians at Namur. He muſt nen nm the 
2 to attack them. nt 
Ermanthein taken, I muſt ok cl to 
make a powerful diverſion in the Empire. To 
protect his hereditary dominions, and that his c 
munication with them, may not be entirely cut 
_ the bee vb gen then be menen anden. 


— 
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The poſition occupied by the French army, be- 
tween the Maine and Conitæ; will render it poſſi . 
ble, when theſe forces ſhall be greatly augmented, 
to over-run Heſſe on the one fide, and Franconia, 
on the ather. Although they ſhould not © exceed 
forty thouſand. men, We may at 4eaſt. poſſeſs our- 
ſelves of the poſts of Lidda, and the ſtraights com- 
manded at the entrance, by the” caſtle of Kœnig- 
ſtein. This poſition muſt give the armies of the 
republic, ſuch an advantage for the interception of 
recruits, and all, other ſupplies paſſing to the Auſ- 
trian army; that. this army mult ſoon bg el to 
nent Flanders. FT 2, Ter | 
To favour an. attack. upon nen in ot. 
PENA ſhould: be. a very intenſe froſt for, when 
there is.an army. to defend it, the conqueſt of the 
country, is not to be accompliſhed ſimply i by a 
march. But, in the plan Which I propoſe, Gene- 
ral Dumdurier muſt proceed along the Meuſe. It 
will be the channel by which he may receive the 
neceſſaries for ſubſiſtence. He may then effect 
this diverſion at any time; leaving ſufficient troops tt 
in the camps at Valenciennes and Maubeuge. His 0! 
movements muſt always tend to divide the army in = 
Flanders from that portion of it which remains in Qt 
Jaixemburgh. | He muſt eſtabliſh for himſelf aſſoon n 
as le, a a communication with Coblentz and li 
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Cologne. Let him once have Cologne behind, and 
Erff before him; the Auſtrian, would be inevitably: 
ruined, if he ſhould obſtinately MEARS to retain. pole 
ſeſſion of the Low Countries. 4 
He might eaſily make bimſelf on of Mes. — 
the way of Juliers, which the Elector - Palatine woulcb 
certainly not give up to the enn but might 
ſuffer him to take poſſeſſion of it. Aalen 

This, Citizen-miniſter, is the 5 of my plan- 
Communicate it to General Numourier.., I hope, 

that, when he has conſidered, he will adopt 8 
A faithful . Sd), Paeur. 


Paowitenr Exxcb rv Councils, ; A 


Extract from the regifters of the Executive Couneil. 
' Sitting of be 4 of, Nov. 9793.0 Turm year of the Republic, 


Tt, Exe cutive Council, echſidering, 
that certain rules eee. to 
the Generals of the armies of the French. Republic, 
reſpecting any intercourſe which they may be in 
the way of having with the nen. neee 
of the hoſtile Powers; > Dil | 
DO HEREBY, ORDAIN} That the: Geng 
Pale Commanders of the French army ſhall hold 
no parleys, liſten to no propoſals, enter into no po- 
litical negociations with the generals or other agentg 
111 OS of 
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of the foreſaid powers; And that they ſhall accord- 
ingly receive expreſs orders from the miniſter at 


war, to have no communication with the enemy, 


except that which may be neceſſary to ſettle the 
terms of the capitulation of places, cartels for the 


exchange of priſoners, and thoſe other matters, 


purely military, which, by the laws of war, and the 
particular inſtructions received, are uſually treated: 
of. amicably, between two hoſtile armies. 
To be faithfully extracted from the regiſte. 
.. { Signed ) 1+: » GROUVELLE;! Secretary. 


. A true mom Fenk, Mini Per at War. 


\ 


Extraf * the reg! ifter 3 the kme, of the Pro- 


viſory Executive Caumeil. Nu 


* 
7 % 


CHEE 1 90 - 08. 29, 1702. Fiſt year of the Republic, . 


Ee THE: Provifory Facets Council,” eokifiitite, . 

1. That the national convention having decreed; 
that all laws not aboliſhed; ſhall continue in force; 
2. That the Council were unworthy of the con- 


fidence of the nation, and of the national conven- 


tion, if they ſhould fail to maintain in its full ener- 


gy, the power intruſted to them, or ſhould ſuffer 
that gradation of authorities to be incroached upon, 


vrhich conſtitutes. an en ut: of the ede 
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Conſidering, farther, that ſeveral miniſterial bo- 
rom courts of judicature, generals of the army, and 
other military officers—have, for ſome time, ad- 
dreſſed directly to the national convention, their 
letters, diſpatches, and other communications re- 
ſpecting their functions; although the letter and 
ſpirit of the law require all, ſuch communications 
to paſs through the hands of the executive power, 
under whoſe inſpection all — civil 1225 | miſt« | 
tary, are immediately placed : 5 * 
DO THEREFORE, ORDAIN, That the diffe- 
rent, miniſterial and judiciary bodies, the generals 
of the army, and all the agents of the executive 
power ſhall be ſtrictly enjoined to addreſs hence- 
forth to the executive power alone, all ſuch letters 
and demands as they ſhall-have occaſion to ſend to 
the national convention, for things relating to the 
| diſcharge of their offices; which ſhall then be tranſ- 
mitted to the convention. 10 an miniſters, —byſeach 
for his on departement. 
. To be. « faithfully extraFed fo ba. vg fer. $15 
5% (Signed) GROUVELLE, Secretary. 
$4772 4 true wa Pacnts wa a 
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From 4 Duni to the Minor ar War.” 
| | Nor. 10, x 79% 
e eee en ee 
I HAVE delayed for theſe two es; to re- 
turn an anſwer to your letter (No 42.) of the 
yth of November, containing an extract of a letter 
from General Cuſtine. This delay has been occa- 
ſioned by my march to Bruſſels. Since you alk iy 
opinion, I ſhall give it you explicitly. 
Jam very much againſt all offenſive and foreign 
war, — eſpecially ſuch war as might lead us out of 
our natural boundaries; which are, on the ſouth, 
the Pyrennees and the Alps, —on the eaſt and north- 
eaſt, the Rhine. I ſhould be averſe even to the 
invaſion of the Low- countries; did I not diſcern, 
in the liberty of our neighbours, a barrier more ſure; 


and leſs expenſive, than any chain of fortified pla- 


ces. To the Belgian war we are urged, not leſs 
by conſiderations of intereſt, than by a deſire to 

promote the progreſs of reaſon and philoſophy. 
All deſpots are deciſively our enemies. But one 
only, the Head of the Houſe of Auſtria, can prove 
à very dangerous enemy. His hatred to us is per- 
ſonal; He ſuffers an immenſe loſs by our freedom; 
His private feelings are inſulted and irritated, in 
. f Pj 
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the caſe of Antoniettag The vicinity of his domi- 
nions to our territory, leaves him no choice, but 
either to reduce us again to our ancient ſervitude, 
or to ſee himſelf deprived of his moſt valuable poſ- 
ſeſſions, the faireſt flower . his crown, * Wen 
the Netherlands. 7 FF 
He, re e ee e us, -the | 
conſpiracy of kings. His political artifice Keeps. up 
this conſpiracy, although contrary to the reſpectide 
intereſts of the conſpirators. Unleſs we can cruſn 
dhe ſtrength of the Houſe of Auſtria in this war; 


our liberty muſt be undone. 


Upon theſe grand and undeniable fas, 15 ain 
Miniſter for foreign affairs, divided the Houſe. of 
Auſtria from their allies, and directed — 
Houſe, the whole battery of our polities. . 
Upon the ſame principles, have I fa 2d 1 
ſyſtem of che war, and all my plans for. the cam- 
paign. My defenfive operations in the Ardennes, 
and the offenſive meaſures which. I now proſecute : 
in the Low- eduntries. give me a right to your con- 
fidence in the plans I adopt. Should it prove other - 
wiſe, I muſt ſuppoſe, that others are oppoſed to 
mine, out of that reſtleſs jealouſy, and that ſpirit 
of ſuſpicion which ſeems to be inſeparable from Re- 
publics, and which finally prove their ruin, by, 
iy men. 1 r abilities from the 
F management 


management of public affairs; and raiſing inſtead 
of them, men of that middle character and ſubor- 
dinate talents which inſpire neither jealouſy nor fear. 
- General Cuſtine has proved himſelf to be an ex- 
cellent officer. But, he confines his views to the 
.mere mechanical operations of war. He regards 
neither its moral effects, nor its political conſequen- 
ces. His object ſeems to be a ſucceſsful invaſion 
of the Low- countries; and here we are agreed. 
But, the following out of his plan, would carry us 
from our purpoſe, Entering far into Germany, 
and proceeding beyond the Rhine, we ſhould ſoon 
not know either whither we were going, or how we 
might get back. We ſhould run imprudently into 
à war of adventure, ruinous by the number of lives, 
and the enormous expence which it would coſt us. 
It would be protracted to a great length, and would 
compel the powers of Germany, for their own ſe- 
curity, to adhere to their preſent alliance with the 
Houſe of Auſtria. By my plan, we are to uſe all 
our addreſs, for the diviſion of the other German 
Powers from Auſtria; and if poſſible, to make the 
weight of the war fall on Auſtria alone. ” 
The attack of Spire, Worms, and Mentz, mi: 
very neceſſary; becauſe theſe places. on the borders 
of the Rhine, had been made the magazines of 
pra Pruſſia, and the Emigrants, to favour 
their 
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their ſchemes for entering France. It is alſo very 
neceſſary” and very conſiſtent with my plan, to 
make the Rhine, the barrier of the French Ems 
pire,—to attack Treves and Cologne, —to make 
them ours, at leaſt for the period of xhe war, 
and to conelude our philoſophical conqueſt of theſe. 
eccleſiaſtical ſtates, by redueing them to munici- 
palities. With theſe views: I propoſed” the grand 
plan for the campaign, ſo that what Kellerman did 
on the Moſelle, as far as Coblentz, what Cuſ- 
tine has done on the Rhine, in his progreſs to 
Mentz. My plan has not ſuceeeded: and I aſcribe 
the failure, not more to the errours of Kellerman, 
than to the fear which the Council have ſhewn, of 
raiſing me to a ſuperiority over my colleagues. Kel- 
lerman has been ſeverely puniſhed: and he deſer- 
ved his fate. But, we have loſt a very good Ge- 
neral of the ſecond order, who might have been 
preſerved to the republic, if he had been poſitively _ 
ſubjected to my command, and had not the coun- 
eil treated me ſo unjuſtly, as to fear me. 6b jp + 
I ſhall ſoon be in the ſame: condition on my left 
wing, in which my right at that time was. A Ge- 
neral inferior in abilities to Kellerman, embarraſſes 
my march, ſtrives ſtill to divide himſelf from me, 
and is encouraged in his ſcheme of oppoſition to 
my meaſures. The man is La Bourdonnaye; whone - 
EXͤ 


G4 _ "LETTERS BETWEEN TC 


I have to thank for a very ſtrange letter which 1 
have received from one of your colleagues, but to 
which I can make no reply. In that letter is an/ex- 


tract from another letter, containing violent ca- 
lumnies againſt me. Thoſe calumnies have had 


their origin in the head of one or two members of 


the council. In conſideration of them, I was in- 


duced to write, on the day before yeſterday, to the . 


Preſident of the National Convention, and to ſend 
him an extract of my letter to you, of the zoth. 


What is ſtrange in all this on the ſame zoth, 
your colleague wrote that n to which. I can 


male. no reply. n die 


hol aue of che Netherlands. I ſhall then 


urge on my career £0: the Rhine, ſince I am ſo 


ordered ;“ although I mould bave thought it more 
to guard the Meuſe. I hape, that the 


common ſucceſs of all onr armies, will bring kings 
to repentance, and nations to reaſon. I hope, that 


we ſhall have a ſpeedy peace,—unlefs we have the 
folly to carry. our arms beyond the Pyrennees, the 


Alps, or the Rhine. Peace concluded, —I ſhall 


keep my word, and lay down my ene. The 


mouth 


4s. 25% # 
- . - 


21 knew not then, that the necefſities of my FEE were to 


detain me 6 days at Mons, '6 days at Bruſſele, 2 at Tirlewont, 
and 14 in the country of 88852 | 


as I ſent you notice as morning, in 
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: „ calumny will then be ſtopped; and thoſs 


$ . 


who pr etend tO believe 1 . made aſhamed.” P44 $85 5 
Tour letter contained likewiſe two ee. of 


the council _ that. which reſpects the interviews 


end negotiations of the Generals, is very viſely 
conceived, and deſerves to be exactly obeyed; for 
few of our heroes are killed to. wield the. arms of 
politics. | E 5 
de en chan exceptions; The aſe: 1 add of 
ſuch interviews in Champagne, was of great ſervice 
to the Republic. Fortunately, this order of the- 
Executive Power had not then been iſſued- | 
I be other extract from your proceedings on the 
29th of October, ſhall alſo have my obedienee; for 
it is a law. But, it is undeniably an infringement 
of the liberty of the perſons concerned. A gene- 
ral on bad terms with the miniſter at war, would 
be n a reep of eee it! EA Ris own R 


On this head, I Sal inſtance | in pag When 
two generals betrayed the nation, and were ready 
to march to Paris; when the traitor la Jarre kept 
back my diſpatches, and continued to exerciſe the 
miniſterial functions, after having given in his re- 
ſignation Hadi not then acted as if I had belie- 
ved, that there was no miniſter, and written di- 
rectly to the Preſident of the National Aſſembly g. 
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the nation might-not have ahhgnibbed me from 
the poltroons, by whom it was betrayed; rhe na- 
tion would not have known, that there were a ge- 
neral and an army ready to ſhed their blood in de- 
fence of the ſovereign power of the People: per- 
haps, they would not have dared to attempt the re- 
volution of the 1oth of Auguſt, het Lon The 197 

Theſe obſervations I make, as a man who has 
been formerly miniſter; as a philoſopher, as yield- 
ing to none in ardent and lofty ſentiments of ge- 
nuine republicaniſm. At the ſame time, I declare, 
that none ſhall obey more implicitly than I; for-1 
have full confidence i in 8 farmes: colleagues and 
PORE: e e SL OR 4 
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From Pac be to Dumourier. 


AE 60.4 | | Nov. 10. 1790. 
NY CONGRATULATE you, en 424 I: : rejoice, 
with all the French, upon the glorious victory 
which you have gained. Such a victory, after your 
long and perilous campaign againſ the Pruſſians, is 
Ggnally illuſtrious: You ſpeak only of thoſe by 
whom.” you were ſeconded ; But, the executive 
B 6 : | council 


a> „ © a 0 


Aq 


 DUMOURIER' AND'PACHE..- . 69) 


council are ready to do ample juſtice to the abilities 
of the Commander-in-Chief, who has directed and 
regulated the movements of all the reſt. They 
doubt not but you will purſue our enemies, till their 
flight over the Rhine avenge us for the cruelties 
which they exerciſed in the territories of the Re- 
public, — and leave them no deſire, to return, to 
demoliſh our free government. 
Thank the army, in the name of the proviſory- 
executive power; and ſend me aſſoon as poſſible, 
the liſt you promiſe, of all the Citizens who have, 
on this occaſion, merited . the gratitude of their 
country. Do vou yourſelf mention what particular 
rewards they ſeverally deſerve; and the executive 
council will endeavour to comply with your wiſhes. 
L ſend you the decree of the National Conven- 

| tion reſ] pecting Baptiſte. That gallant citizen thews 
| ſuch an attachment to you, that he appeared to de- 
ſerve public praile on. this Agape as well as for 
| his heroic courage. n 3b 
Tour account of your aides- de- camp is lo favour- 
able, that one or other of them muſt certainly de- 
ſerve promotion to the rank. of Lieutenant-Colonel. 
I ſend. you a lieutenant- colonels commiſſion, the : 
blank in which, you may fill up with the ne of 
any one of your i Pn | 
| (Signed) 1 
( Thew 


oy 
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1 (Then follows, in his own 8 x, . 
bl 1 okgratalate you, General, upon your 1 > 
0 and expect the conſeqnenges, with the WO: entire: | 
1 confidence 1 in ner 15 5 
LETTER” vil. n 
From Pache ic Dumourier. 
Me Nes. 17, Moods. / 
1 - THE os fot the. Ns dan te iow 1 
the navy, — and at war, — having, for ſome time; 4 
undeſignedly thwarted one another in making the $ 
e purchaſes on account of the diverſity. of. f 
0 the objects to which their different preparations re- 0 
ber! have at laſt come to a proper. underſtanding t 
among themſelves, in reſpect to this matter; and 
have formed a Committee confifting of Couſin, Bi- 
dermann, and Max-Berr, who are intruſted with 
the care of making all the purchaſes —_—y to; 
the ſervice of the Republic. - 
In conſequence: of this-union'in their views, and 
this concert in their. operations, the armies will, in 
future, be much more plentifully and regularly ſup- 
plied with proviſions; and all our purchaſes being 
made with one conſent, and upon one principle; | 


the 
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the whole will be obtained upon 1 terms much moro 
vantageould 9401 me e oat 
It is unneceſſary to obſerve to you, General, elite 
fiance the purchaſe of articles of ſubſiſtence, is now 
to be managed folely, by one! Committee; it would 
be inconvenient, that the meaſures of this Com- 
mittee ſhould be diſconcerted; by orders for the 
purchaſe of proviſions given by any perſon elſe. 
That you may be ſure, General, of a regular ſup- 
ply of proviſions to the victorious army under your 
command; I ſend you, Citizen Pick, who is em- 
ployed by the Committee for the purchafes to be 
made in the country preſently occupied by Hour ars 
my. I intreat you to concert meaſures with Him 
for the apply of thoſe unforeſeen and urgent wanti 


of whick/you"rmindingirat me 4. a 


1 are nee” $720 Site ud! 
Ne 7 0 (Sqn). Pick. 
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Doves, director for bene 5 coins. 
n to me, an extract of a letter from Payen, 
comptroller- 
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comptroller- general of proviſions for the army under 
your command; in which Payen gives information, 
that Commiſſary Malus has lately made a large con- 
tract with H. Simon, a merchant of Dunkirk. | 
I can ſcarcely believe, that Malus can 3 ta- 
ben it upon him, to enter into ſuch a contract, 
when he well knows, that I have provided flour 
ſufficient to ſerve the army under your' command, 
for eight months ; when he knows that J have al- 
ready refuſed to ratify : a _ CONrack which he 
had made for flour. E736 39 ; 
As Payen gives no certain veel of the onifiencs 
of this contract; I am willing to ſuppoſe it not yet 
finally concluded; and this the rather, General, 
becauſe, if it had been made with your knowled ge, 
as Payen pretends, you would have 8 ac- 
— me with it. | 
I tranſmit to you, General, a copy of a HR 
of the National Convention „relating to a large and 
diſadvantageous contract which Vincent, commiſ- 
ſary to the army in the South, had entered into, 
with Benjamin, victualler for butcher- meat, to that 
army. You will oblige me by communicating this: 
decree to Commiſſary-Comptroller Malus, that he 
may make it known to all the Commiſſaries at Wer. 
who a are ee bis direction. 8 
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As to the great coats, coverlets, &c. I give you 
notice, that, on the 31ſt of, October, there were 
11,800 great coats ſent off for the army under your 

command; on the 2nd of November, other. 12,990 
vere ſent off; in all 24,700. Additional quanti- 
ties are daily ſent: ſo that 1 ſhould hope, that the 
army under your command, muft ſoon be com- 
pletely equipped. CNV | 572 

Citizen Clouet, whom 1 have Dont to you, „Gene 
ral, and who is followed by 44490 coverlets which. 
I ſend poſt, has, by this time, probably taken mea- 
- ſures for ſupplying your army with all that i it wants. 


5 Signed) Yen Pacns. 
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A MESSENGER — F Duke of Saxe-Teſchen, 
has brought me the ſubjoined propoſals, in Wiking 
I replied verbally, that, being the General of a 
| Republic, I was under ſtricter reſtraints, than the 

general who might have offered me, theſe propo- . 
ſals from a Court, or a Prince at the head of a go- 
vernment: that I was as ſorry as the Auſtrian ge- 

nerals 


* * 
one 


„ ' LETTERS BETWEEN 


nerals mud be, at the devaſtation of the country, 


and the ſufferings of the armies from the ſeverities of 


the ſcaſon; but that, whatever were my private ſen- 
timents, all chat I could do, was, to ſend the paper 
containing theſe propofals, to the Executive Power, 


and in the mean time, to proſecute the operations 


of the campaign. 


I requeſt you, Citizen-Miniſter, to give the Na- 


tional Convention an account of my verbal anſwer 
to theſe propoſals, which prove the Auſtrians to be 


in a very weak condition. The capture of their 
large magazines at Malines, completes the victory 


at Jemappe, of which it was a conſequence. I hope, 
that they will ſpeedily be deprived, by the loſs of 
Antwerp, of every reſource for the next campaign. 


LETTER XII. 


To Citizen Pathe. 


E or. 19, 1792 
10 aid me, . virtuous Miniſter,—-To inforni 


you what rewards I think proper to be diſtributed re- 


ſpettively to all thoſe citizens 2 bave deſerved their 


Country's gratitude by their Beba vieur in the battle of 


Femappe. It is dithcult to reconcile thoſe decrees 


which | 
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which lay very great reſtraints upon the nomina« 
tion of officers, with thoſe: generous rewards which 
the wiſhes and the juſtice of the National Conven- 
tion, and the Executive Power muſt diſpoſe them 
to beſtow on the army who have gained ſo well- 
fought and deciſive a battle, as that of the th of 
November. I ſhall begin with ſtating to you, the 
different ranks. Firft are general officers, ſuperior 
officers, and the ſtaff-officers whom I was" obliged 
to nominate for the organization of the army in 
Belgium, although not in a number proportionate 
to the ſtrength of the army. Theſe officers have 
all done their duty in the moſt meritorious man- 
ner, in the ranks to which I had raiſed them be- 
fore that decree which diveſted generals of the 
power of nominating to offices in their armies. 
They have all fought, ſome have been lain or 
wounded,---in their new::rank. But, they have 
hitherto ſerved upon my proviſory Brevet, without 
having, any of them, received a commiſſion from 
the executive power. Next are my aides. de- camp. 
T had at firſt but four, of whom, one having left 
me, another has been appointed inſtead of him. 
The Executive Power, without reſpect to the de- 
cree, have given me five others and in this, 
have done well: for, the Commander: in- chief of 
an army of more than 80, ooo. men divided into 
” SG ſeveral 
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ſeveral corps, cannot have all the” neceffary, confi« 


dential ſervice performed by only four aides- de- 
camp: Although I have had nine together, yet 


Had it not been for the gallant activity with which 


they have ſerved, it would have been impoſſible for 


them to execute in due time, all the different pieces 


of buſineſs on which I have been obliged to diſ. 


patch them, and on which the expedition and the 
ſucceſs of my military operations often depended. 


If you be obliged, in the caſe of aides-de-camp, 


to abide by the ſtrict rule of the Conventional de- 
cree, moiſt of my aides- de- camp muſt be deprived 
of the recompenſe of their ſervices, and degraded 


from their rank. In a war ſo extenſive as that in 
which I am engaged, in a campaign ſo uncommon 
and laborious, it is impoſſible implicitly to follow 
ordinary rules. You will accordingly ſee, that ſe- 


veral of them have the rank: of lieutenant-colonel, 

Which I "ſhould have conferred upon one only. 
They are, for the moſt part, officers of great expe- 
rience. They all deſerve my confidence; a quality 


which renders aides-de- camp very ufeful to the ge- 


neral of an army. They are all deſirous to remain 
with me, even rather than obtain advancement. 
It would be a puniſhment to them, to be placed 
elſewhere. Submit this queſtion to equity, and to 


che good ſenſe of the military committee. Between 
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the committee and you, I ſhould ſuppoſe, that ſome 
expedient may be found, to ſoften the rigid ſeve- 
rity of a decree which, in time of peace, might be 
excellent, but affords not ſufficient ſcope for re- 
compenſing military merit, in a city ſo opulent, 
and of ſuch importance as this. The third are the 
the ſtaff officers, in reſpect! to whom the ſame ob- 
ſervations are to be made, as concerning the aides- 
de-camp. The fourth are the ſuperior officers in 
the army, who deſerve to be raiſed to the rank of 
general officers. I muſt obſerve to you, that, ex- 
cluſive of the two detachments of the army, under 
General la Bourdonnaye and General Valence, —I 
have, in an army of 80, ooo men, only five lieuten- 
ant-generals, of whom one is at che head of the 
ſtaff, —another, at the head of the artillery; and 
twelve eren one 1 whom ee e ag aha 
des <> 


It is ſs: to > glee any e by flaws: 
ceſſive advancement in the different corps, without 
making a promotion. A promotion is even neceſ- 
fary to enable us to place temporary Commanders 
in the principal cities of Belgium. I have already 
brought licutenant-generals O-Moran and Maraſſe, 
the one from Conde, the other from Donay, in 
order to {tation the former at Tournay, the latter 
at Antwerp. had at firſt intended lieutenant- ge- 

1 nerall 
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neral Maraſſe for Bruſſels. But, the ſtate of gene- 
ral Moreton's health not being equal to his zeal in 
the ſervice, and rendering himſelf unable to ſerve 
in the field through the winter- campaign, without 
there being danger of our loſing a good citizen and 
an excellent officer, who, with his other great qua- 
lities poſſeſſes profound fkill in the theory of the. 
revolution; I have therefore given him the com 
mand of Bruſſels, and inſtead of him, have raiſed 
to the head of the ſtaff, Colonel Thowenot, —for 
whom, before every thing elſe, 1 requeſt of you the 
rank of Camp-Marſhal; for, I cannot avdid doing 
him the juſtice tù ſay, that he is the beſt- informed 
officer in the army, and the ableſt to ſecond me. 
In the army of a republic, ſo newly raiſed as ours, 
hw of © ſervice is but a; ſecondary title to. pro= 
motion, and muſt. yield to etilies.;::a8-0ur object 
muſt be, to find as ſpeedily as poſſible, fueceſſors 
to the preſent generals; that the fortune of our 
arms may not depend upon one or: two men. N Be- 
ſides, what J here ſay, 18. not particularly applicable 
to Colonel Thowenot, who has Oy ſerved: wo 

and twenty years. 
I have reſerved a ſeparate ohun for the aa 
made by General dHarville. His highly. praiſe- 
worthy conduct, ſince he has been employed to ſe- 
_ cond me,—and the republican magnanimity appa- 
, rent. 
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rent in his letter to me, which I ſend you incloſed, 
—diſpoſe : me to approve, his diſcretion in the re- 
queſts he makes, and to propoſe them to you, as 

he has propoſed them to me. N 

I ſend you alſo a memoir of Camp-Marſhal Dam- 
pierre, for the veteran Jolibois. What it relates— 
deſerves to be known, and rewarded. l 
As to Lieutenant-general La Noue ;—his un- 
juſt detention, and the falſe accuſation, of which, 
through the imprudence of General la Bourdon- 
naye, he has been the victim: : La Bourdonnaye 
having been obliged to retract what he had ſaid, 
and to do him juſtice; His acquittal unanimouſſy 
pronounced by his judges ; his experience, and his 
courage —will, altogether lead me to employ his 

ſervices in the manner the moſt uſeful to the re- 

public, aſſoon as he ſhall have joined me, — which 

1 expect- him to do within a few days. It were to 
be wiſhed, that this inſtance might ſerve. as a leſſon 
againſt receiving lightly accuſations brought againſt 
reſpectable officers. = is not poſſible, that there 
ſhould {till be. royaliſts in the army; and we. ought: 
to beware of accuſers, who are, for the moſt Parts, 
only baſe calumniators. OY | 3 

Camp-marſhal Drouet died at 5 175 his 

wounds... At Mons I have placed Camp-marſhal' 
Ferrand, whoſe ardour and courage are more to be 
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depended upon, than the force under his command: 
It is only, in juſtice, and to improve the courage 


and confidence of the excellent army which I com- 


mand, that I propoſe to you, to give them rewards. 


worthy of their ſervices. You will ſee likewiſe, 


that the promotion which I wiſh, will not pro-. 
duce too great a number of general and ſuperior 


officers, in the: army; as it is from time to time 
augmented, and will receive an addition of a Bel- 


gian army equal to one-third of its numbers. 
Before the decree was. paſſed, I had named 
Camp-marſhal Duval 1 lieutenant-general, that he 
might be ſecond in command under General La 
Bourdonnaye, and guard againſt the evils likely to. 
reſult from his inexperience. He is an officer of 
great merit, of the pureſt patriotiſm, and of con- 
ſummate prudence. I think it highly neceſſary to 
ſend him his commiſſion. I have at the ſame time 
appointed citizen Arrander, a very ſkilful officer, 
to be adjutant-general in the ſame army, ſueceeding 


citizen Devergue, under General la Bourdonnaye. 


It will likewiſe be proper to ſend him his Brevet of 
adjutant- general and lieutenant-colonel. The date 


of his nomination was the 29th of Auguſt. 


E is to be obſerved, that theſe general and ſi upe- 
rior ' officers. have acted with me, likewiſe againſt 
the Pruffians, and deſerved, moſt certainly, to be 
rewarded by the Nation. 


LETTER 
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LETTER X. 
From the Miniſter 6 4 War to General Dumourier. | 
Paris; ; Nov. I4, 1793. Firſt year of the Republic, | 

III pleaſure, General, 0 1 learn, what plans - 
you have formed, in order to derive full tags. 
from your late, glorious victory. 

I cannot, as yet, confer upon Geest Valence, 
the title of General of the Ardennes. It is not 
enough, that you reſign that title, in his favour : 
you are Commander-in-chief of the army in Belgi- . 
um; ſo that, of the eight offices for Head-generals, 
appointed by the decree of the Convention, there 
is not at preſent, one vacant. I have requeſted 
the national convention to authoriſe the Executive 
Power, to name a ninth Head-general. In caſe of 
the ſucceſs of my requeſt, I ſhall pay due Os 
to your ſolicitations in behalf of Valence. 

I learn allo, with pleaſure, by a letter from Ge- 


neral la Bourdonnaye, that he ardently ſeconds your 
exertions, and i is to enter Ghent on the ik 


(are „ PacuE. 


LETTER 
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LETTER Il. ſo 


From Pache Minifter at War, io Dumourier. 
7 Paris, Nov. 15, 1791. Firſt year of the French Re public. | by 
I SEND you, without loſs of time, à liſt of the 
commiſſions which were given on the 8th of this: 
month by the Directors of Purchaſes *. 1, To the 
Brothers Moſſelmann at Bruſſels, to buy, in the 
markets of Ath, Namur, Malines, and the neigh- 
bourhood, | 
60, 000 libs of cheeſe 
40,000 meaſures of rye 


ww 


72, ooo buſhels: of oats _ | t 7 

2 To Perlau Carpentier” at Oſtend, to buy in the 1 
markets of Aloſ „ Ghent, Oudenarde, and that c 
8 60, 000 libs of cheeſe | Lo v 
40, oo meaſures of rye | t 

22, ooo buſhels of oats. 2 1 8 5 "2 

I have made this communication to you; that it 2 
may be of uſe to you, in regulating your march; v 
and to ſatisfy you, at the ſame time, that your ar- l 
my ſhall not be left deſtitute of neceſſary proviſi- > 
ons. I muſt. intreat you to keep theſe purchaſes: E 
5 ſecret; 2 = 
* of the nature of theſe orders, ſome idea may be obtained- 1 


from the account which General Miranda has drawn up, of the 
14th of the preſent month; by which it appears, that the Di- 
rectors are now without magazines, money, or active managers. 


” 
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fecret | leſt, if the intention be aner known, 


the prices may be raiſed. 


Signed) Pachk, Miniſter at War. 


P. 8. I beg your aſſiſtance and protection to the 
brothers Moſſelmann, and to Perlau Carpentier. 


» » 
* 


| LETTER XII. 


Hein mY Minorca Wat, to Dumourier. 


1 


Paris, * Is, 1792. Firſt year of the Republic... 

4 AM anxiouſly deſirous, that wwe troops, ſhould: 
receive with the utmoſt expedition ſufficient. ſup- 
plies of every article of clothing and neceſſary 
camp: equipage ; that our brave brothers. at arms, 


who maintain, with ſuch diſtinction, the glory, of 


the French name, may remain expoſed for as ſhort, 
| time as poſſible, to the ſeverities of the preſent ſea- 
ſon. It is. therefore neceſſary, t that I be always 
well-informed of their poſture ; ; and of the particu- 
lar ſituations in which they are employed... 


I I accordingly requeſt you, to inform me, every 
eight days, of the poſture, and the different ftw 
tions of all the troops under your command]; care- 

fully mentioning the names and arms of the ſeveral 

c erg 5 chat, as. 1 provide for their neceſſities, . 

1 | | may. 
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may ſend directly to each different corp, al that it 
wants; without directing, by miſtake to one, what 


is intended for the uſe of another; and conſequent- 
iy ſupplying ſome corps with twice or thrice what 
they need; an errour the more inconvenient, be- 


cauſe it waſtes the means for the ſupply of the 


n 


wants of others. 


Signed Fil Pacur, Miniſter at War, 


LETTER XIII. 


| * ; SP 3 14 IE 4 Ire. | F,* 6 L 
Frem P e irre tri at W ar, 15 Gomeral Dumourier, 


Paris Nov. 16. Firlt year of the Republic, 
1 BEGIN, General, with congratulating you on 


your: ſucceſs. We all take an cet in ch, ROWE, 


more than . Fx 


P thank vou for the gankneſt with which you 


write to me, concerning men and meaſures.” 1 
think, with you, that Auſtria is the grand enemy 


we have to cruſh. And, I am not of opinion, 


that we ought to weaken our force, and raiſe new 


enemies againſt ourſelves, by urging our invaſions 


beyond our natural boundaries. 


I have not obſerved in the Council, any preva- 
lence of that jealouſy by which you. believe your- 


ſelf 
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ſelf injured. La Bourdonnaye was ſubjected to 
your authority, without a moment's heſitation. 
Kellermann has never been brought into queſtion, 
ſince I have been a member of the Council. I hope, 
that the former will faithfully do his duty. Since 
his ſubjection to you, was poſitively determined, 
he appears to us, to have ran obeyed your 
orders. 

The reſolution of tlie 26th of October, General, 
certainly lays no hardſhip upon the Commanders 
of the armies, when it enjoins, that their ordinary 
diſpatches be addreſſed to the Miniſter only. A 
General is {till at liberty to addreſs directly to the 
Convention, his complaints againſt any of the Mini- 
ſters, or ſuch demands as reſſ pect himſelf perſonally. 
Continue, General, to proſecute your ſucceſs ; 
confide in me; and acquaint me with every means 
by which I may co- operate with you for the ſafety 
of the republic: by all which I ſhall conſider myſelf 
to be gb _—_—_ | £ ee Packx. 


LETTER XIV. 5 1 


From is M 2 E 1 ur, to General FREY: 
ene paris Nov. 16; 1792. Firſt year of the Republic. 
IO have kept your word, General, and enter- 
ed Bruſſels before the 15th. I have communicated 
1 5 | your 
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your letter to the National Convention, who re. 
joice in your ſucceſs, 2 he Belgians will owe their 
liberty to your valour land abilities. Receive, Ge. 
neral, my en nne 


(Signed ) enn 


P. 8. 1 leben note kick 1 33 and 
think it my duty to tranſmit to you. 


LETTER nw 


48 
* 


N From 22 Damourier, to Citizen Packs, Mini ie 


at War.” pany £ 


3 | 15 * ln ; Nov. 29. 
1AM ny to find, Citizen:M iniſter, that you 
diſapprove of the contract, entered into, on the 


Zth inſtant by Commiſſary-general Malus with citi- 
zen Simon, merchant at Dunkirk, for proviſions tb 
the army in Belgium. By this it ſhould ſeem that 
the neceſſities of the army have been repreſented to 


you as leſs conſiderable than they actually are,— 
your means of ſupply, on the other hand, as lar- 
ger and more ſure, than we knowthein to be. 1 


muſt undeceixe you. I was then at Mons; my ar- 
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my had joined that of General d' Harville; and I 
had alſo ordered the armies of Generals La Bour- 
donnaye, and Valence, to move, —that we might 


enter Belgium in three different places at once. 


Our march was to be rapid; the only means of en- 
ſuring that ſucceſs which we have had, was, by ſe- 


curing proviſions for the army,—ſo that, take' what 
meaſures I ſhould, I might in all events, be ſure 


of ſuſtenance to my troops. I had then no ſupplies 
from you; and my repeated demands had been an- 
ſwered by no convoys of proviſions. I know not 
how to make war, without giving the ſoldier where- 
withall to live. I think it the moſt ſacred of my 


duties, to take due care of the ſubſiſtence of thoſe 


brave fellows, who, under my command, devote 
themſelves to the defence of liberty. In ſuch cir- 


cumſtances, IJ had rather take upon myſelf a piece 


niſh its glory, and proſtrate its ſucceſſes, through 

the ill will of a an or the mn and a 

purveyor. Ef 46) 4 (en 10 abe 
I know your RB At e ee, 1 know 


that your abilities and activity deſerve the confi- 


dence of the Nations' But I know alſo that the 
moſt upright and patriotic miniſter may be impoſed 
upon, by intriguing or corrupted ſubalterns. When 


| you reflect, that, at the moment when the fate of 


H Belgium 
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Belgium * to a 8 _ — were 


empty, we had no proviſions, our reſources were 


:diſtant and uncertain, and confequently the march 


of the army impoſſible; You will undoubtedly ex- 


cuſe me for concluding on terms advantageous to 


the republic, a contract which enſured the ſucceſs 


of the campaign, and without which I ſhould have 


Had neither proviſions nor forage. 
We, muſt likewiſe obviate, for the "Fn the 


inconvenience under Which I was laid in reſpect to 
theſo matters, by the former order of things. 1 


deſire to be no longer liable to ſuffer by want of 


proviſions and forage, whenever an evil minded 


clerk may give you an unfaithful report. I wiſh to 
ſpare you the injuſtice of reprimanding me, for 
doing only what is neceſſary and advantageous. 


When I formed the general plan of the cam» 
paign, now in its accompliſhment, I calculated my 
reſources for its execution; and when I undertook 
to execute it, I naturally reckoned upon no_with- 


holding of the neceſſary ſupplies for the whole de- 


ableneſs of this, the executive council were ſo ſen - 


ble, that they ſubjected. to my command, all the 
armics employed to concur in the execution of my 


plan, — even thoſe which had at their head, other 


Generals, of the ſame, rank in the army, as my- 
h 5 . ſeltf. 
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felt. But, this would have been, to do nothing, . 
but only to amuſe me with illuſory means of pro- 
ſecuting the campaign, if the proviſion of ſubſiſ- 
tence had not been put as much under my direction 
8 the operations of the army; and if jealouſy or ; 
ill-will had ſtill left it in their power, to ſtop- 
my march, and froftrate my deſigns. The war in 
Belgium is my work. I am accountable to the na- 

tion for the ſucceſs of their arms. But, it would 
be unjuſt to make me reſponſible, without ane 


the natural means of ſucceſs in my hands, 
I therefore formally demand from + you we? 


1. To anthorize me, to negociate, by myſelf; 
through the operation of Commiſſary-general Ma- 
lus, all contracts for proviſions of whatever fort, 


neceſſary for the uſe of the armies preſently em- 


ployed, or which ſhall be hereafter en n a 


the expedition into Belgium. 


2. To authorize me alſo to ci ſuch bare- 
gains as may be requifite, and moſt advantageous 
for obtaining thoſe ſupplies of ready money which. 


the pay and expences of the army demand. 0 


3. To ratify, accordingly, the contract „ 
ed on the 8th of the current month, by Commiſſa- 
ry-general Malus, with Citizen Simon, after AY 


mall have examined its conditions. 


Hz. e d 70 Ard 
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4. And, having granted me theſe powers, — to 
give orders to the agents employed in Belgium, to 
ceaſe from purchaſing grain or forage, — and to the 
National Treaſury, to ſend no more money to the 
ann cheſts of the army in Belgium.  _ 

Beſide the above general reaſons, given in favour 
of this plan; I have other things of very great 
| weight, to ſubmit to your conſideration. 
1. Grain and forage cannot be provided in abun- 
dance and on terms ſufficiently advantageous, in 
Belgium, unleſs by perſons belonging to the Coun- 
try, who know all its reſources, and can act, with-. 
out railing the price of proviſions, becauſe they can. 
employ. more agents at once, and theſe, | men bets 
ter known. 

2. J employ in this: forvice; men whoſe credit; 
e e patriotiſm are well-known to me, as 

well as their ability for the buſineſs. in queſtion, 

Being accountable to me alone for the proviſion of 
ſufficient ſupplies to the army, they will be more 
fully intereſted in the due performance of a ſervice, 
on which the ſucceſs of my meaſures muſt depend. 


3ᷓ . By this means, I provide, through one cen- 
tral adminiſtration, ſupplies of all ſorts. The pro- 


viſion of one thing will favour the proviſion of ano- 


ther. And the readineſs with which all will be | 


ſupplied, will make all 2 doubly uſeful. 


4- The. 
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ſon for the confidenee which I een ng 22 
have two countries to ſerve. = 


5. I find here another cnc fg e 


the intereſts of the Belgians with thoſe of France, 
and the unſpeakable advantage of employing the 
money of Brabant for the pay, and the expences 
of our army; by which the money ſtill remaining 


in France will be 1 Hos 34 the RO of 1 no 
farther rade... A 
6. I fecure, without Cuties a of Bens 


or delay, all things neceſſary for all divifions of the 


* 
4. The agents whom J employ, reckoning among 
them, the patriots af Brabant, afford another rea- 


army, and direct the management of een 4 


at. my pleaſure. 1 


You will undoubtedly diſcern,” eien | 
that this regulation of things,—which is, in truth, 
comprehended in the: general powers committed to 

me by the Executive Power, — is, in all refpects, in- 

faitely preferable, at/leaſt for the armies in Belgi- | 
um, to any arrangments that can be made by the 
new Company for Purchaſes. From your patriotiſm 


and eal for the ſucceſs of the arms of the Republic, F 
expect a ready acceptance of this plan, rendered ne. 
ceſſary by the ſituation of affairs. I cannot expreſs 
to you, to what a degree, want, and the perplexities 
with 8 from it, have diſtreſſed the army, ever ſinte 
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the commencement of the campaign, — have retard- 
ed my march, — and obſtructed our ſucceſs. Iam 
often obliged. to halt at the very inſtant when cir- 
cumſtances ſeem to require a quicker march, be- 
cauſe I have not; before me, means for the ſubſiſt- 
ence of the army. I dare confidently aſſert, that, 


if I had, before now, had the advantages of the 


plan which 5 oY Propoſe, the enemy had been, by 
this time, on the other ſide of thè Rhine; and. 


there had been much blood and treaſure ſpared. 


Beſides, I muſt declare to you, that it is impoſ- 
fible for me, to undertake any thing of importance, 


while my mind is kept in anxiety about proviſions, 


| forage, and money; and that, however poſitive 
the aſſurances in the different letters: by which you | 
inform me of approaching ſupplies; I am ftill ſo 
ill ſerved, and your orders fo ill executed, that, had 

it not been for the Contract made by Commiſſary 
Malus on the 8th of this month, and for the loans | 
obtained from the abbies, or from private perſons ;- 
1 ſhould now:have been. abſolutely without flour, 
| forage, or money. This, no doubt, is neither 
your intention, nor that of the executive council. 


But, as intention cannot repair the misfortunes of 
a ſituation ſo diſtreſsful, if prolonged, L muſt inſiſt, 


that you adopt my plan, and perſuade the execu- 
tive Council to adopt it, —and without the loſs of 


£5 
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z-moment's time, ſend me the. neceſſary orders for 
its execution. 


7 


Wh. 


LETTER AV. 


Wers the Mini ger at Var to. „ Dinh Sener 2. 
the AP employed i in the OY Into » HS 


| | Io November, 1792. 

LAM informell, G Sten by. a letter: dated on 
the 16th. of this month, that the magiſtrates of the 
city of Ghent, in obedience to orders of the French 
Generals, have, by proclamation, commanded the 
inbabitants of the town and country under their 
juriſdiction, to furniſh two hundred thouſand bags 
of corn, for the ſubſiſtence of the army, and to be 
be ſent into F rance.. | 
I cannot believe that the General of a Frank 

army, that Dumourier. would give ſuch orders +, | 

which are more in the ſpirit of a.conqueror than 
of the leader of a Delivering Army. He well 
knows that he has not ſubdued the people, in whoſe 
territories A. now is, but deli vered. them from op- 


Kelten 
© his AR? is without date. 
＋ After my proclamation, how could the miniſter fail to koow, 


that La Bourdonnaye, not I, was the author of the order in. 
netting? 
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preſſion. He knows atiat' the republic. has declas. 


red war againſt their oppreſſors; and that although 8 
it may allow its. generals to raiſe contributions from 


foreign cities, theſe are only contributions of 
which the weight ean be made to fall upon the 


enemies of the People. 


Lou, general, have not iſſued this e and 


vexatious order, contrary alike to the laws and the 
intereſts of the republic. I write to you at preſent 
therefore, not to requeſt you to revoke. it, but to - 
deſire that you would prevent the publication of 
the - proclamation which the magiſtrates of Ghent 
is now about to emit, and which, if permitted, 
would be equally diſhonourable to us, and alarm 


ing to the inhabitants of Belgium. 


In my letter of the 11th. of this month, I inform- - 
ed you of the eſtabliſhment of a Directory (or 
Beard of Direfors) for the purchate-of all articles 
of ſubſiſtence wanted for the ſervice of the repu- 
blic. I, at the ſame time, ſent -to- you, Simon 
Pick, one of their agents, Who will receive your - 
orders in all things reſpecting the ſupply of pro- 
viſions to your army. Perlau at Oſtend, and 
Mſelman at Bruſſels, have been commiſſioned to 


make conſiderable purchaſes. With ſuch precau- 


tions, nothing can be left wanting to the brave 
ſoldiers under your command. The only thing 


| DUMOURIER/ AND PACHE. gg: 


4 can poſibly occaſion a want of proviſions at 
your army, would be the proclamation of the ma- 
giſtrates of Ghent. Fair trade only can ſupply your 
neceſſities; Conſtraint has the effect. of deſtroy- 
ing confidence. 
hee fo good, General, as to ks the oa 
of the city of Ghent, acquainted with the Agents 
of the Director of the Purchaſers; that theſe may 
not be thwarted in their tranſactions, but may, on: 
the contrary, obtain all the e which _ 
need. 
The Directors b repreſented to'me, that per- 
miſſion to export grain from Belgium, — to Holland 
ef} pecially,—might prove dangerous to the intereſts 
of the State. They expected, that the Executive 
Council would deſire you to renew the prohibition 8 
of the exportation of grain from theſe countries. 
But, an act ſo unfriendly to freedom, cannot pro- 
ceed from the Executive Council. They now hope 
that you may deal with the magiſtrates, ſo as to 
perſuade them not to remove a prohibition which 
is ſtill in force. However advantageous this pro- 
hibition might. prove to the French Nation; the 
means propoſed are unworthy of. the French. 1 
therefore deſire you to make no. oppoſition to the 
im wn criptible 
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„„ LETTERS BETWEEN” 


impreſcriptible right-of. the ae People to exe. 


cute their own will: 


) | Paintin; Min ger at War av. b 


P. S. 17 our Mature letters, your may perhaps 


find it convenient to confine yourſelf to political 
communications, without uy ny thing of mat. 


| ters of trade. 


LETTER XVI. 
from Parke, Mini er, Lid bu. 


| Paris, ee 21, rn year. of the Republic, 
ans 


I Have cones? to che Nacional ; 
8 the propoſal from the Duke of Saxe- 
TPeſchen. The Convention will, in their wiſdom, 

decide upon it. But, the proviſionary Executive 
Council, approved your verbal reply, which is con- 
formed to the decree of the u of October Wwhi-a 


I formerly ſent you. 


J0 this letter I ſubjoin another 3 of 5 | 
council, dated on the 16th. of November, and. en- 
joining you to purſue the enemy even into the 


Dutch territories, —ſhould they retire thither. 


The: 


rel 


qu 
ble 


DUMOURIER AND PACHE. of 
Ihe account of the proviſions found in Malines, 
was heard in the Convention with the livelieſt ap- 
plauſes at almoſt every article. 
I ſend you a copy of a decree of the ee 
relative to the guns found i in Malines. I muſt re- 
queſt you to enable me to give as ſpecdily as Hour 
ble the notification required fromme. 
You have required an order for the e 
of che twenty-ſecond battalion of national volun- 
ters. They will reach Conde, on the 22d. of this 
month. I give 19 other battalions, orders to 
march to Douay Valenciennes, agreeable to your 
deſire, You ſhall receive notice of the day on which 
they ſet out, and that on which they are to arrive 
at the m0 of their deſtination. 4 


Extraft [from the ; HAST * ow 2 ann Executive 
Ceuncil. 
22 -FEATES 
54 ; * Nox. 1 1792 Firſt year of the Republic, 
THE — Executive Council, conſiders. 
ing the preſent ſtate of the war, particularly in Bel- 
gium, and that no period of relaxation ought to be 
left to the enemies of the republic; but every exer« 
tion employed to vanquiſh and deſtroy their armies 
before thefe can be reinforced to renew * invas | 


- 
O40), 4 22 —U—ꝓꝗ 


>. CS 


= =_ = 
39 3 ä = 
—ͤ — ow, \ — III 1 = _ 
AW. e . e ad e - — 1 by Y N l ä 
* 8 Fin i 44 nei 4a ALES . - - rf = IONS n £ or 6 * D RF 7 = x 2 — gh * To ON —— 8 C l TY - = | 
* = _ . 2 r 2 > . bus > 24,8 . — ES {os l g 3 9 * FFP eee * * 8 NS 9 n 3 Nx. rr _ r „ 9 
; * * n TRE e r * = "2.x — — — 9 Wo 2 r cc oY Yrs, W i f 
4 — ape _ N 4 a 4 1 2 9 n — on — . . un, — 5 . 
o * n 1 * = «+ * — 2 * ER >; — — - » * 1 3 = 
9 PRE _ 


e 
* A 
CT operon . 

2 3 . - 


. 
—— — — — — — 
- « EF 
9 — — —— 
* 8 


vs "LETTERS BETWEEN 
Aon of France, or even of thoſe countries into 
Which the French armies have introduced liberty: 


DO THEREFORE ORDAIN, that, in pur. 


ſuanee of their reſolution on the z4th of October 
laſt, orders ſhall be given to the Commander-in- 
chief of the expedition into Belgium, to continue 
his purſuit of the enemies even into the Dutch ter- 


ritories, in caſe they ſhall retire thither. 
n extrafted from the regiſter ©! 


(Signed) 'GRouveLLt, Secretary tothe Council. 


4 true copy. | Pacne, Miniſter at War. 


LETTER XVII. 


From the Minſter at War, to General Dumourier. 


0 

| Paris, Nor. aa -rrn year of the e 8 
rr 

TRE miniſter FE oreign Affairs, has com- 

ad to the Council, your letter to him, of 


che r8th of this month, concerning La Bourdon. 
naye. The Council have determined, that this ge- 


neral ſhall return into the Department of the North. 
I have given him orders to this purpoſe. You will 


therefore nominate General Duval to the command 
of His army. 


Laſt 
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Laſt night, I received your letter of the 20th, 
upon the meaſures of adminiſtration which appear to 
you, neceſſary to the ſucceſs of our affairs in Bel- 
gium. I tranſmit it this morning, to the Conven- 
tion, with Commiſſary Malus's letter concerning 
the loan of an hundred thouſand crowns “. The 
deciſion of the Convention, I thall, without mug 
communicate to you. | 
I tranſmit likewiſe to. the national convention, 
your letter, in which you explain the. neceſſity of 
augmenting the number of the general officers in 
your army. I had before preſented to them a me- 
moir on the ſame ſubject. Your letter will, I hope, 
1erve to haſten their determination on this head. 


F e / Pac, 
9 5 _ LETTER 


At my entrance into - Beals.” wes were Fr in the wide 
cheſt of the army, more than 20,000 livres. Citizen 4'Eſpagnac 
had an order on it for an 100,000 crowns in ſpecie. employed 
4'Eſpagnac to ſind the money. 1 was fortunate enovgh to prevail 
upon Meſirs Lys of Malmenſter, to advance me to the value of 
390,000 Livres-affignats, in ſpecie. But, they requiring Meſſrs 

d'Eſpagnac and Malus to draw a bill of exchange on the National 


treaſury for this ſam : Malus had, by we —_— written, giving 
an account of this traaſs on. J 


ä 
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I wi eyiche win 25048 11 . di 
From the Miniſter at War, to General Dumourier. = bh; 
Paris, Nov. 23, 8 year of the Republic, 1 
: \ GENERAL, | | BRI FAG ATION lui 
I wroTE you yeſterday, that I had ſubmit- in 
ted your letter of the 2oth, to the National Con- co 
vention. I ſend a copy of my letter to the Preſi- Qu 
dent, accompanying yours. In it you will find an m. 
account of particulars, which may make you er, X 
as to the ſubſiftence of your army. e on 
T ſhall ſay nothing more concerning your de- the 


mands, to grant which, exceeded the powers in- 

truſted to me. The deciſion of the Convention, 
| expreſſed ; in the decree of which 1 ſend you a copy 

by Citizen Ronfin, directs me to uſe other means Fr 
for ſupplying the wants of the army under your 
command. I have communicated your obſervations 
to the Committee: for e dh n to n Nation- 


” 


al Treafüry. e . 
| Fou x may depend, General, on Andes "im 
"ode to obtain correct information, and to obviate me 
whatever might prove inj urious to the affairs of the aft 
army. 50 ſuf 


I have gu: 
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{ have alſo communicated to the Convention, 
your demands in favour of thoſe citizens who have 


diſtinguiſhed themſelves under your command. E 
have already ſolicited an addition to the number of 
the general officers and adjutants-general. , The 
augmentation of the armed force renders: this abſo- 


lutely neceſſary z and I eagerly, take all occafions to 


induce the Convention to come to a determination 


concerning this important affair. You, gave me, 


one opportunity, of which I neglected, not to avail 
myſelf. b ä 6 | : Th 5315169 175 1810 1. 
I wait with impatience for the decree which is to 


empower me to recognize the titles of your bro- 


chers 1 in arms. 


* 


baue), | Pacmn: 
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From the Mi in 2 at War, to the Projeent of the Nas 
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Als de tional Convention, 1 00: LT 
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Parts, Nor. 225 1792. run year of the Republic, 
Crrizex-Pnksiö ENI, 


{4 #% 4 


18800 is 2 


 I-mivreceiyetiacletter * ard Dus- 
Denker stade 20th of this month, in which, 
after complaining of inconveniencies which he has 


ſuffered, by receiving ſupplies of proviſions ſo irre- 
gularly, he requeſts me; 
1. To 
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r00 ' LETTERS BETWEEN: 
1. To authorize him ſolely, by the miniſtration, 
of Commiſſary-general Malus, to conclude all con- 
tracts neceſſary to ſupply proviſions, to the armies 
which now are, or which may be employed upon 
the expedition into Belgium; 
2. To authorize him alſo to negociate ſuch tran- 
ſactions as may appear the moſt advantageous. for 
procuring the ready money wanted for the pay and 
Py of the army; | 
3. In conſequence of theſe conceſſions, to ratify 
the contract entered into, on the 8th of this month, 
dy Commiſſary-general Malus, with Citizen e. 
after examining its terme: 5 
4. To give orders to the Agents employed in 
Belgium, immediately to ceaſe from the purchaſe 
of grain or forage,—and to the National Treaſury, 
to A no more money for the uſe of the armies. 
— ſubjoin, for the. conſideration. of the « National 
Convention, | 
1. A copy of General-Dumourier's letter; ; 
2. A copy of a letter from Commiſſary-general 
Malus, concerning a loan of 300,000 livres, nego-. 
eiated by him jointly with Citizen d Eſpagnac, by a 
draught upon the national treaſury, of which. he re- 
quires the payment to be ordered; 


o V 
„ Het. XK N K - : = A =2= 
- = N 5 of — — 3 „ 
2 VP Ser — =} 2 „ $ 
— IS. ; — TH. r = 9 R OO Apes = 
72 OO TI ON arms — — . — oy — ont ane age ry . — 
ge” Lene "Aut a 7 5a WEL £ * x NI. en. 4 1 F 
— * 5 Me x45 I . — - 7 
2 D . 3 3 A * F . NN . 1 
N. * * m_ ö * — TT - 
En FFP ͤ (K 5 k tt " enn OI" AFG 


"an 
1 
erer 


Ae 


_ 
. 
i 4 
4 
8 
N $ 
A 
* RB 
» 3 
195 
N * 
» 
. A 
443 
iS Is 
E 
3 
75 LE. 
— 18 
4 4 + 
I $$ 
44 - 
I. 
7241 
1 E 7 
_7 
5 . 
227 
= - 
an 
os 
3 f 
= 1 
D 
r 
— x 
7 {a 
i 544 
1 
. 
17”: 
0 121 
is # 
5 * 
= ®: 1 3 
_—_—— 
r 
3 KG, 
a : 1 . 
. 
55 1 
* 
7 7 
$ 
4 
b 
o 
# 
1 
145 
1 
11 
4 2 
1 
Fe 


whe), 4 A 
Pic I II 
. 
nenn OI es a 
Y 


5 
5 


. 
—— * - 
—— 
CHINO. ===> 
* 8 
— adn tes 


=— „ 
222 a rr . 
P Py * 1 . 
— . - — * 
* jo ve res ST. — — > 
. IR K » Ads 24 
4 * - 4 fo) —— 2 8 — * 
rr reer — — — 
2 * r a 1 K ” * 


3. K 


DUMOURIER AND! PACHE. 102 


3. A copy of the commiſſion given by General 
Dumourier, as impowered by the Nationai Con- 
vention to Citizens Malus and: d Eſpagnacz i to 
draw upon the commiſſaries of the National Trea- 
ſury for the ſum of 300, ooo livres, payable to the 
order of Citizen Lys of Bruſſels, who will advance 
ſo much _ . to the e of the French 
army: G. Atman 24 ie RET Bats 

4. A Gln cxdibling) oh Aa of the 
military magazines i in the departments of the North. 
the Pas-de-Calais, the Ardennesy the Aiſne and-the 
Somme, on the $th. or 10th; of this month, by 
which it appears that they contain 166, ooo quintals 
of cheeſe, rye, meal, and flour, a quantity ſuffi- 
cient for the ſubſiſtence of an army of 80,000 men : 
for fix months and eight days,—together with 79 
thouſand weight of hay, 160 thouſand wan of 
ſtraw, and. 54,000 bags of oats: . : 8 

5. A copy of a letter from Gitiaen 8 
director of the Committee for Purchaſes; dated:this 
day, relative to the purchaſes: wWhieh have been 

made in Brabant, amounting to 100,000 bags of 
cheeſe and barley, 40, oo bags 'of oats, $66, 500 ; 
weight of hay, 500,000) weight of ſtraw,—a quan 

tity. ſufficient for the ſupport of an army of 800 


men during nine months ne ele 
WE i Ne 1 
nine TY 
5 243 
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prices of the hay, ſtraw and oats, furniſhed upon 
the contract of Henry Simon, — compared with the 


real value of theſe articles. 


I think it neceſſary, that the National: v 
tion hear theſe papers read. 6 

A determination conferring on Cries; ſuch 
functions as thoſe required by General Dumourier, | 
exceeds the powers inſtruſted to me; and I am 
therefore obliged to ſubmit it to the een 
of the National Convention *. 


„ i | A rue —_ nn: — at. War. 


* * N > 
23 SA * 4 4 * * $ . 
2. 1 3 of 1 * 1 » 0 0 
. 212 - . * N 
1 
14 


RW To Citizen FRO, 


(1 a Aram 


i2..-4- ++ YESTERPAY advanced to 8 1 


A en ge of * or ſive thouſand men. I ane 


* This ys is very a drawn up; a matters 
oh 3 the deciſion of the Convention vas really neceſſary, 
with others which were within both the powers and duties of the 
'minifter. To be perfuaded to ſign ſuch a letter, is one' of the 


tricks which a miniſter of little experience is ante to have play- 


8 ad ypon him by intriguing ſubalterns. 


The proviſions for nine months had no exiſtence, except is 
'F this letter. 


6. A copy of the declaration of citizen Pick, com- 


Tirlemont, Nor. 22, 279% 
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the enemy's main army eneamped / behind the town, 
— — lui 
on the heights Cumpty, o oppoſite to Beauterſem. 1 
harraſſed that van- guard with a conſtant difcharge of 
artillery, as I advanced. They were reinforced by a 
body of five thouſand men, but attempted nothing 
againſt us. This morning all were gone by day- 
break; and J ſoon after entered Firlemont, with 
the loſs of only four men. Our cannonading, and 
the deſertion that. Ae coſt the — prog 
men. 

I ſhall be obliged” to remain at Tirlemont, for 
this day and 'to-morrow. . Next day, I march to 
Saint Troud. On the 25th, ſhall detach General 
d'Harville againſt Huy, to incloſe General Beau- 
lieu between; two fires; . as he ſeems to ſeparate him 
ſelf from the main army, and to direct his move- 
ments towards Huy or Namur. Meanwhile, Gene- 

ral Valence believes, that General Hohenlohe, u- 
pon news of theſe events, is now on his march from 
Luxembourg to Siney. It ſhould ſeem that theſe 

Imperial Generals-intend a junction of their forces 
at Chinay or Simay, — and thanks to. A to ahe 
relief of Namur. 51 7 

On the 26th General d'Harville ks in i of 

need, be ready to join General Valence, - onhy 
leaving a ſmall garriſon at Huy; and then theſe 
EX wa 
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two united corps will make up 25 thouſand menz 
a number ſufficient to enſure the capture of the 
caſtle of Namur, and the defence of the Meuſe. 
For myſelf,— I will ſtill follow Clairfayt, who 
ſeems to intend retiring through Liege, into Lim- 
bourg, with an intention, as I ſuppoſe, to attempt 
the recovery of Luxembourg. As to the court of. 
the Archduke, which retired at-firſt-to Ruremonde, 
J imagine that the rapidity of my march muſt make 
them proceed to e ; whence Rus 
may retire to Cologne. 
If I had on my left, any other General than his x 
Bourdonnaye, of whom I will not ceaſe to com- 
plain, till he be removed, —he would have had ſo 
much good ſenſe, as not to employ more than 6000- 
men for the ſiege of Antwerp, which requires no' 
more as the river. is ſhut up by the ſquadron at 
Dunkirk; and with ten thouſand men, would have 
proceeded: expeditiouſly againſt Haſſelt and Ma- 
ſeyk. This body might then have threatened Rure- 
monde on the one ſide, and Liege on the other: 
And I might have led my army to Huy, and ſent | 
that of &'Harville' ſtraight to Namur. - Inſtead of 
this, it is poſſible, if Valence's news be true, that 
the junction of Beaulieu and Hohenlohe may be ef- 
| Recap in We to ſave the caſtle of Namur; and 1 
may 
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may. be forced to continue a. diſagreeable and dif- 


ficult campaign upon the Meuſe. 
I hope to extricate myſelf out of theſe barg 


ments. But, I declare to vou, citizen-miniſter, 


that if I have not, within four days, an anſwer to 
my complaints againſt. La Bourdonnaye; I will 


ſuſpend him, and appoint a. ſucceſſor in his ſtead 


who may better obſerve my directions, and not: 
counteract my plans. I cannot ſuffer him longer 
to endanger the glory and ſafety of the republic. 
It is time to end with. en a Mar ſo ** 
— eb | 


0 9 20 * 


LETTER XV. 
To Citizen Pache Minifter "> : Wars. 5 ” 
Tirlemont, Nor. 23, 1792. Fiſt your of the Republi 


 Crrnzan-MinisTER,. | ts | 
Ir your letter had been dated; T ſhould hos. 

known, whether you: had received, at the time 

when it was written, the bitter complaints againſt: 


General La Bourdonnaye, expreſſed in my letters 1 
of the 17th, 18th, 19th, and 21ſt, to Eitizen Le 
Brun, and in my letter of this day which he cannot 
have yet received; all ſupported by documents 


proving the abſurd tyranny, exerciſed upon a coun- 


11 
- wu RE 
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try with: which we are in amity, by this general : 


who palſies all my military operations. 

No, Citizen-miniſter, never. will Dumourier hs 
ſo dazzled with ſucceſs, as to exerciſe the tyranny 
of a conqueror. He abhors the name. I have 
given no orders at Ghent or in any other part of 


Auſtrian Flanders. My proclamation which gives | 
Hope and confidence to that part of the country 


through which J lead the army under my own im- 
mediate command, is entirely unknown in that 


part through which General La Bourdonnaye paſ- 


ſes ; while his tales of triumph fill all the gazettes, 


and receive the periodical applauſes of the Con- 
vention; circumſtances not a little amuſing to the 


army under my command, which does all, and 


ſays little, becauſe I do not often write. 


The General has acted preciſely as a Conqueror. 
The public revenues are received for the benefit of 


the French Nation, His agents threaten military 
execution in the towns, as did the. Pruſſians in 


Champagne. I inſiſt that he be recalled into the 
department of the North, where, although he may 


injure me perſonally, he, GRABGE. hunt. the intereſts 
the gepuhlic . bus igt dt; drift, Io 
1 have written to Miniſter le Brun, hae L res 


1 for the ſake of the republic, that he ſhould 
be recalled; that if he. were/ not recalled within, a 


18 few. 


all 


90 


0 
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few days, I would name another to ſucceed, and 
would ſuſpend him; this I will poſitively do, what- 
ever be the conſequence z he whom I intend to 
ſucceed him, is the virtuous Miranda, whom you 
all love. To enable you to judge of the intentions 
and conduct of La Bourdonnaye, I ſend a copy of 
ſome letters which have been received from him by 
| Camp-marſhal Euſtace, commanding a corps of my 

army, - whom I directed to hold a carreffeniie 
| with La Bourdonnaye. 
Fortunately, I can contrive to do h others. 
After the behaviour of this General, I have ſo re- 
gulated my plans, as to reckon thoſe 20, ooo men, 
a mere cypher, whom he renders abÞlutely: ulclets 
to me. | YL”: | „ 
I intreat you, Citizen-Miniſter, to anſwer me, 
courier for courier, and to determine between La 
Bourdonnaye and me. Things cannot remain 4 
bove four days in this ſtate. If the Council deter- 
mine in his favour, I will only conduct my army 
to Liege, and after driving the Auſtrians wholly 
out of the Netherlands, ſend my letter of reſigna- 
tion to the National Aſſembly. I will. at the ſame 
time explain my reaſons for ſo doing; the ſtrong- 
eſt of which is, that I ſhould think myſelf highly 
culpable in ſuffering the ſucceſs I owe to the valour 
of my army, to be diſgraced by deſpotiſm and bad 
i policy. 
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policy. Without any thing of peeviſh paſſion, bit 
with all the firmneſs and ſpirit, which are known 
to be the predominant qualities in my character,. 
do I write you this pointed letter. Nothing in'the 
world - ſhall induce me to ele from what I have 
here written. 


LETTER XVI. 
To Citizen Pache, Miniſter at W ar. 
Tirlemont, Nov, 16, 1792. Firſt year of the Republic 


I RETURN an immediate anſwer, CitiZen-miniſ- 
ter, to the letter in your own hand-writing, in 
which you inform me, that Camp-marſhal Thowe- 
not is nominated to the command in the expedition 
againſt the counter revolutioniſts in the colonies. 
I begin with declaring to you, that I think him 
highly qualified to ſatisfy the expectations, and juſ- 
tify the confidence of the Executive Power, and of 
the Nation. But, I at the ſame time declare to 
you, that my talents are not univerſal, and that for 
the arrangement and the meaſuring out of our 
camps, the ſervice of General Thowenot is indif- 
penſibly neceſſary to me; that the army of the re- 
public has in it ſo few good officers, that it cannot 
pòſſibly want his ſervices; that if the rapid invaſion | 

Te | | of 
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of Belgium may in part perhaps have owed its ſuc« - 
ceſs to my activity, yet it could hardly have ſuc 
ceeded, had not the talents of General Thowenot 
been alſo employed i in it; that if I ſnould fall ill, 
his ſervice might be yet more indiſpenfibly neceſ- 
Tary to the General ſucceeding me; that the eaſier 
the ſueceſs of our invaſion, ſo much the more dif- 
ficulty ſhall we find, in the enſuing Spring, to 
maintain a war of defence and attifice, in an open 
country which will be attacked upon all ſides; that 
the talents of General Thowenot will be then more 
neceſſary than ever; that the intereſts of a conter- 
minous country, and of a war which may once a- 
gain threaten our capital, ſnould we be checked 
in our preſent career, is much more important t than 
the war in the colonies, in which General Thowe- 
not's place may be much more eaſily Auge thjm 5 
in this army. 5 ia _— 

I have fever wa A When to SET to you. 
I ſhall name two Camp-marſhals, who are well 
qualified by their civiſm and their military talents, | 
for the chief command i in this expedition over ſea. 
The one is General Iſhler, formerly Colonel of the 
regiment of Boillon: The other, General Dam- 
Pierre, formerly Colonel of the fifth, {TOO of 
bee. 
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Should the Council perſiſt i in their choice of Ge- 


'neral Thowenot, and he accept a command which 


removes him from the proper ſphere of his uſeful- 
neſs, and of his perſonal welfare, which muſt ever 
depend upon that of the republic ; Yet do I enter 


my proteſt beforchand, againſt the breaking of the 


ſtaff-eſtabliſhment of my army ; for I have, in truth, 


no perſon to ſucceed General Thowenot. 


I have equally ſtrong obſervations to make a. 
gainſt the choice of his brother Licutenant-colone| 


Thowenot. The ſervice of this officer is as necel- 
ſary in the artillery, as that of General Thowenvt 


upon the ſtaff. 


12 ” Pj 


I brought bun, with no mall trouble, from the 


foundery of Indret, near Nantes, which he had im- 


proved to a ſtate of great perfection. I mean to 


fix him at the foundery of Malines, which is in the 


higheſt degree, neceſſary for the ſervice of both 


the French and Belgian armies. 


On account of this eſtabliſhment, I have a 020% 
experienced the ill-will of twenty officers We the 


artillery. 
Licutenant-colonel Thowenot is the only perſon 


fit to conduct it; and it is indiſpenſibly neceſſary. 
Taking this officer from me, you will ruin, in its 
very beginning, the foundery of Malines, and de- 


prive me of every reſource for artillery, — eſpecially 
_ | flour 


an 


DUMQURIER. AND. PACHE. 11h, 


four-pounders, of which I am nearly i in want, and 
which I hope to have caſt here, in great abundance, 
and at leſs expence, than 1 in France. _ 

Of the guns taken in the arſenal of Malines, T 
| ſhall ſend you 3000, if you give orders to this effect. 
But, I muſt obſerve, that theſe 3000 guns might 
be better diſpoſed among the Belgian ATINY which 
is to be raiſed, and which muſt amount to 32, 000 
infantry, and 8000 cavalry; whereas more guns 
have been taken at Nice and in Savoy, by General 
auſelmerand a greater quantity of other a arms at 


n_ 


diſarm a people to whom you a foy B, free! © 


Py 


Fe Gn arne 4 1 e ci 


A to you, Proteſtant Miniſter, the pa- 
pers in a proceſs raiſed againſt the Carthuſian 
monks, To me Calvin and 8. Bruno are alike. 
The Republic will, I hope, be the gainer. 1 have 


time a to make you my compliments, 1 
K 2.,,.......- Let 
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LETTER Nl. 
From General Dinadards "ts Cath Packs 


Head-quarters at Tirlemont, Nov. 24, 1793. Firſt year of the 
French Republic, and of the Liberty of Belgium. 
"TIRE, Z 3 
In your letter of the 12th, you 2 citen 
Malus to uſe the utmoſt vigilance in inſpecting the 
conduct of the agents of the Maſſon company, and 
to take care rhat they exactly fulfill their contract 


in all its parts. This. particular requeſt, and: the 


diſguſt which Citizen q Eſpagnae appears to hate 
for the ſervice in which he is employed, —leave me 
not room to doubt of your having prejudices againſt 
this citizen, which I think, it will be for the in- 
tereſt of the republic , to have removed. I obſerved 
to you formerly, that the engagement of the Maſ- 
ſon company to load each carriage with twenty four 
bundred weight inſtead of fifteen, the uſual load, 
— made their contract, a very advantageous, one to 
the republic. I obſerved that a ſervice regular, and 


independent of the requiſitions to be otherwiſe dai- 


I made from the poor inhabitants of the country, 
was in itſelf for many reafons, an excellent contri- 
vance; but it was additionally advantageous, in be- 
ing intruſted ta a * of intelligent men, by 
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which conſiderable expence was. Fpareds - Cartiages 5 
are an article of the utmoſt importance to any ar- 


my acting offentively. . But, their utilit y is 7 nl 


ſpeakably great in a country ſuch. as Belgium, in 
this ſeaſon of the year, and obliged as am to 
ſtruggle with impaſlable roads, as well as with the 
enemy. A punctuality and celerity are requiſite, 
which cannot be conceived in theory. Great com- 
mand of means, the moſt zealous good-will, and. 
extraordinaryintelligenceare always neceflary to the 
performance of this ſervice, even tolerably well. 
* the rapid march of the army, is a HE that 
it is well performed. 

After thus doing juſtice to a managers af 2 
Maſſon company, ſo far as reſpects their perfor- 
mance of the ſervice they have undertaken; I ſhall 
with pleaſure, do the ſame juſtice to their patrio- 
tiſm and diſintereſtedneſs. I have had proofs. of 

theſe, above all ſuſpicion. Although the daily ex- 

pences of this company be conſiderable z. and they 

be obliged to ſupport their credit by their own pri- 
vate reſources;; yet, Perceiving, in- the beginning 
of this month, that I ſhould be at a loſs for-money _ 
to make my ordinary payments, they not only de- 
fired me to defer till the 1 th, the payment of an 
order which they had, payable in ſpecie, by the 
treaſurer at Lille, for three hundred thouſand livres, 
W. K 3; 1; and! 


174 © LETTERB BETWEEN Tt 


—and-ſent- a courier to make an hundred thouſin® 
livres which they had there, to be delivered to me; 
but they alſo remitted to the army-cheſt, twenty 
five thouſand livres likewiſe in ſpeeie; and on the 
15th, declared, that they would not require pay- 
ment, till the funds which you promiſe, or which. 
I hope to n er . me to re· imburſe 

Such fats, Citizen, related. to luck a man as you, 
need no commentary. 

But, of all thoſe employed in this Sotho none- 
ef them is more worthy of peculiar diſtinction, than. 
Citizen. d'Eſpagnac. To his ardour, nothing is. im- 
poſſible; his activity and reſources are inexhauſtible; 
his firmneſs fits him for conductin 8 the moſt ex 
tenſive enterprizes. 

I have yet more to ſay in WI to him, which 
I particularly requeſt you to communicate to the 
Convention. He is one of thoſe to whoſe zeal and 
courage we are indebted for the quick formation of 
the proviſionary government of Belgium. The par- 1 
tizans of Van-der-Noot having cauſed all the lead- 
ing men in the ſociety of the friends of equality, 
when about to meet, to be individually attacked, 
on the day of my arrival, Citizen d Eſpagnac, that 
. Inſtant, offered himſelf for Preſident of the Socie- 
ty, and fearleſsly uttered thoſe falutary truths which 
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will ſpeedily bring this fine country up tothe level 
of our philoſophy: A journal of that memorable 
ſeſſion for the friends of liberty and equality, ha- 
ving been printed; I ſend it you; to ſhew, how 
much he merited from his country upon that occa- 
ſion. Beſides, it is to his conduct he owes the ho- 
nour of having been named by. the proviſionary re- 
preſentatives of the city of Bruſſels, to repreſent 
them, as their deputy- extraordinary, in the Na- 
tional Convention. 
I fce, with much uneaſineſs, that, 0 ill. 0 
vices done to him in your offices, he is ſtrongly diſ- 
poſed to withdraw from his preſent undertaking- 

I 'am therefore of opinion, Citizen, that the in- 
tereſt of the public: fervice requires you to reject all 
prejudice, and inſtead of diſguſting the Maſſon 
Company with the taſk. in which they have enga- 
ged, rather to encourage them to perſevere in it. 
J cannot too often repeat to you, that this ſervice 
is of the utmoſt importance, is extremely difficult, 
Land is the only means by which 1 RW 
an inconceivable pillage can. be avoided. . IE 

Let us now enter into the merits of his . 
Your letter of the 19th to the Commiſſary-Comp- 
troller, ſeems. to make a- diſtinction between the 
conveyance of the forage of the general magazine, 
undd that of ſalt, vinegar and other articles of food. 
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This latter ſervice you aflign to the Maſſon Compa- 


ny, a8 the object of | the carriages with which they | 


are intruſted. Permit me then to obſerve to you, 
that ſince the carriages are to be ſupplied by the 
Maſſon Company, to them belongs the conveyance 
of the different magazines of the army. This fol- 


lows neceſſarily. The park of carriages cannot be 
diſtributed into different parts. It is the repoſitory 


of all the carriages neceſſary for conveying what- 
ever is ſtored in the magazines, to be carried thence 


to the camp. 
I be carriage of the 8 to the e be- 


| wn to thoſe by whom that forage is furniſhed, 
Tour undertakers for this, as for other * are 


10 deliver them at the magazines. 

Tou will therefore, Citizen, make a eflentiak 
diſtinction in reſpect to the carriage of the forage, 
between the carriage of it to the general magazines 

which are formed for the ſupply of the wants of 

the army, — and the carriage of the contents of thoſe 
magazines, afterwards to the camp. The former 
belongs to the commiſſaries for the forage, juſt as 
the eonveyance of brandy, ſalt and wood, to the 


magazines is to be performed, by the contractors 
for theſe ſeveral. articles. But, it is cvident that 


the-ſecond belongs to the Maſſon Company, ſince 


even ſalt, brandy, and wood, fall within their pro- | 


vince. The ſame ſervice, in the ſame place, can- 
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not be divided and referred to different underta- 
kers, without injury to its performance. ee OR 
'Thefe fame confiderations have induced me to go. 
much farthery and to contract with the Maſſon 
Company, for the ſervice which reſpects the ſupply 
of proviſions. Citizen d'Efpagnac was at great pains 
to explain to me his on ideas upon this ſubject. 
| He told me, that Citizen Servan had ſeen the ne- 
ceflity of reducing all the carriages neceſſary for 
the ſervice of the armies under-the management of 
the ſame perſons, and had made an agreement. 
with him and his company, to this purpoſe,—that 
you had not abſolutely acceded to this agreement, 
but that Citizen Haſſen-Fratz was: ne 
when he left town. » ta! 
I know not whether repreſentations. Som be 
different generals of the Republic may have yet 
determined: you to .contlude the agreement deter- 
mined upon, by Citizen Servan.' But, the impe- 
rious wants of my army would not admit of delay 
on my part and I have proviſionally adepted this 
excellent meaſure, for the army under my com- 1 
mand, I did this, the more confidently, becauſe} 1 
your predeceſſor had determined upon it. Fai 
Farther, I ſhall mention, to the honour of. the- q 
Maſſon Company, that by their cares only am 1 
enabled to make this part of the ſervice go on FF 
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Had they not for theſe two days, furniſhed me 
with their carriages, bearing 1500 ratio's, inſtead 


of rooo, each performing one half more than the 
ſtated ſervice, the . n have been left entire- 


bs at a loſs. | 
I even intreat you to come to a ed, underſtand- 


ing with Citizen d*Eſpagnac, that he may, haſten. 
the arrival of the cheſts you have ſo long promiſed, 


or provide others inſtead of them. It will be o- 


therwiſe impoſlible for me not to dacken the march 


of the army. 


Upon the ſame 6 1 3 nan the 
20th current committed to him, the carriage of 


the ſiege- artillery, which requires more than five 


thouſand horſes. The commiſſaries for the ma- 


nagement of the army-carriages, had ſent hither 


Citizen Lancel Carre for this ſervice ;. and if they 


bad, had horſes to their carriages,. I might no 


dank hage, received them. But they had hardly 


entered Belgium, when they ſent back their horſes, 
Land were accordingly obliged, at every ſtep, to 


ſeek carriages from the country. Nothing could 


have more unfortunately interfered with the - ſup- 
ply of the wants of the army. To this it was ne- 


ceſſary to put an immediate end, by intruſting the 
ſervice to the Maſſon Company. There can be no 


en in the _ except about the price. 


— 


Te 
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- The departments and diſtricts on the frontier, fix- 
ed it at an hundred and ten ſols-aſſignat, each 

horſe. It appears that Citizen Lancel Carre will 
not undertake it at a lower price. I confeſs myſelf 

unſkilled to regulate it. You will ſettle it, as you 
think good. It is your concern. My buſineſs is 
only to take care that the ſervice of the army be 
not injured. I hope that you will make no diffi- 
culties about this matter. I hope that none can 
ariſe concerning a matter which circumſtances 
urge neceſſarily upon us. The Imperialiſts having 
taken away all the beſt-carriages of the country; 
the Maſſon Company have been obliged to purchaſe 
ſeveral which carry, each forty hundred weight. 
equivalent to a four-wheeled carriage bearing two 
thouſand, four hundred weight, —and to a carriage 
with two wheels, bearing fifteen or ſixteen hun- 
dred weight. Theſe purchaſes they have made, 
hoping that till other carriages ſhall be provided; 

they ſhall be permitted to charge for theſe, at the 
rate of one waggon with four wheels, and a cart 
with two. I thought that this arrangement of theſe 
| matters, rendered indiſpenſibly neceſſary by our 

8 circumſtances, could not but meet with approba- 

tion. Tt is alſo ceconomical, ſ paring two horſes 


out of "oy * one nn out of three. 
vis * 2 5 | have | 
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I (have now Wb to mention an nnn whick 


J committed in my letter in which I ftated the num- 


der of carriages neceſſ: Tany for the uſe of the Army 


under my command, — the number neceſſary for the 
armies alſo of Generals Valence and d' Harville,.— 


and the mode of lettling hat 3 is due to Maſſon and 
Companß yx 


bend a n Ad of theſe objeds, I tated to 


you, that the battalions would require, what was e. 
qual to twelve hundred carriages drawn by four 
horſes, or thirteen hundred and fifty drawn by one 


Horſe, and twelve hundred. drawn by two horſes. 


For the park of artillery, 1 required other twelve 


hundred carriages drawn by four horſes., But to 
| theſe muſt be added-—what will be.equally requilite 


for the carriage of the tents, utenſils, and the ne- 


ceſſary inſtruments of all the perſons employed _ 


bout the, carviages. For the-artillery are reckoned 
four to the hundred, — to two thouſand, four hun- 
dred carriages, ninety fix ſupernumerary. Redu- 
eing therefore theſe carriages to others drawn by 


one, and by two horſes, we ſhould need, 1. The 
remaining hundred and fifty of the contract with 


Maſſon and Company of the 29th of November 

2. About ſeventy three drawn by two horſes. 
But, I am of opinion, that as this ſervice hardly 

ever needs to be compleat, we might be content 


With 
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with the addition of 150 carriages drawn by one 
horſe. Maſſon and Company would then furniſh 
for the armies en gr yet by Citizens Valence, 
d Harville, and myſelf; Mm 

1. Twelve hundred carriages. with four wheels, 
and drawn by four horſes, ſuch as thoſe for which 
they have contracted, — each bearing 2,400. libs. 

2. Twelve hundred carriages drawn by two hor- 
| ſes, agreeably to the contract of che 29th. © of 9 
tember, bearing 14, oo. weight. 

3. Fifteen hundred carriages drawn by one Bert 
bearing each 800 libs, with ſeven hundred and 
fifty relief-horſes. As to what muſt, at this in- 
ſtant, be paid to the Maſſon Company, it is, I con- 
feſs, not eaſy to determine. If the Maſſon Com- 
pany had, ſince the 15th of October, had the full 
complement of their contract, in actual ſervice, and 
if the movements of our marches had been leſs ra- 
pid, the account might, in that caſe, have been 
eaſily ſettled. But, as the Company took to their 
-accompt, from the 15th of October, alt the car- 
riages in the requiſition and the pay of the Repub- 
Ye, and thoſe carriages neither came, nor went a- 
way, all at the ſame time, the accompt muſt be long 
and complicated, and cannot be ſettled within leſs 
than a month. I ſhould therefore think, that 
not to give the Maſſon Company more than is due 
5 to 
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to them, yet at the fame time to enable them to go 
on with their contract, — the laſt fifteen days of Oc- 
tober may be left in arrears to them, till their ac- 
compt for thoſe days ſhall be aſcertained with pre- 
ciſion; and the whole of the current month paid 
up to the iſt of December; which will require a 
bout one million and twenty thouſand livres. 


—  — 
WE Picks, Miniſter at War, in virtue of a de- 


cree of the National Convention, paſſed this day, 


| whereof a copy is hereto ſubjoined; bearing that 


Citizens Malus, Petit-Jean, and d'Eſpagnac, the 


latter lately Abbe d'Eſpagnac, be put under arreſt, 
in order that they . ve e e at the bar of 
the Convention: 


Do THEREFORE GIVE ORDERS to the Generel, | 
Commander-in-chief of the army upon the expedi- 
tion into Belgium, and to all general officers com- 


manding the troops, and other officers in the army, 
TO GIVE THEIR AID AND ASSISTANCE, at the re- 
queſt of Citizens Ronſin and Huguenin, commiſ- 
ſaries named by us for carrying this into effect, con- 


junctly or ſeverally to put under arreſt, deliver 


into the hands of the ſaid Commiſſaries, and ſend 


to Paris, under ſure and effectual guard, Citizens 


Malus and d' Eſpagnac late Abbe ; this conform to 


Powers by Us mm to the above Commiffaries 5 


Done 


the 
of 


De 
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Done at Paris, on the 22nd of November, one 
thouſand ſeven hundred and ninety two, —firſt year 
of the e | 

Doty Miniſter at War. 


Decree of the National Convention, , paſſed on the 22nd 
November, 1792, firſt year of the French Repub- 
lic ; Ordaining that Citizens Malus, Petit- Fean, 
and d Eſpagnac be put under arreſt. 


THE National Convention Decree, that Citizens 
Malus, Petit-Jean, and d'Eſpagnac,---/ate: Abbe, 
ſhall be put under arreſt, and n, to the bar 
of the National Convention. . 
In the name of the Republic, the „ | 
Executive Council Command and Ordain that all 
Bodies incorporated for Public Adminiſtration, and 
all Courts of 1 uſtice inſert the preſent law in their 
records, read, publiſh, poſt it up, and put it into 
execution in their reſpective departments and diſ- 
tricts of authority. In confidence of which, we 
have affixed our ſignature, and the ſeal of the Re- 
public, Paris, the 22nd of November, 17 923 firſt: 
year of the French Republic: Signed) RoLanD,, 
{ Counterſigned)) GaRAT: and ſealed with the ſeal: 
of the Republic. | 
Conferm to the 3 ( Signed 7 Gina 5 
A true copy, ( Signed ) Pachk, Min Her at War... 
4. LETTER. 


LETTERS BETWEEN: 
LETTER XIX. 
From Pache Mini er at Mur, 2 General Dumuurier, 


Paris, Nor. 22, 1792. — Firſt year of the Republic, 


| GENERAL, | 

I navx- time only to- inform you, chat, as: 
the decree againſt Commiſſary-Comptroller Malus, 
renders. it neceſſary to name a ſucceſſor to him ; the 
Proviſionary Executive Council. have appointed to. 

this charge, Citizen Ronfin. | D 
The order to arreſt Citizens Malus and G Eſpag- 
nac, will be put into your hands by Citizen Ronſin, 
Who, as commiſſary, has powers to make every de- 
mand, neceſſary for the execution of the decree *.. 
2 Fach, Miniſter at Wa ar. 


» 


2 * 


Lauer from Dumeurier 70 o the Vi Mer i Julie. 


Tirlemont, Nov. 24, 1 792. Firſt year of the Republic. 


Crrrzkx-Mixrerzn, 

I ax inſtant obedience to your order to ar- 

reſt and ſend to the bar of the National Conven- 

tion, Citizens Malus, Commiſſary Comptroller, and 

&Eſpagnac, contractor for carts. to the army. Ge- 

neral la Bourdonnaye will alſo arreſt Commiſſary- 
general Petit-] can. | . 

— 4, a: mauſt- 


2 Rona, by ct a Poet, the accuſer of Malus. 
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I muſt fay, that if this meaſure had been taken .. 
of purpoſe to diſorder the army in Belgium, and to 
ſtop them on their march; a more fatal meaſure | 
could not have been contrived, than that of de- 
priving us of two Commiſſaries-general, diſtinguiſh- 
ed for their talents and probity, and. a Contractor, 
who is a man of ability, and uncommonly fertile in 
reſources. .. 

I am even now confident that theſe three Citi- - 
zens will be able to exculpate themſelves from every 
charge; all which charges are the fabrication of 
diſhoneſt intrigues, of which I ſhall ſay ſomewhat - 
to the Miniſter at war. But, it is not for this the : 
leſs true, that taking them away, you deprive me 
of all my reſources, and render the ſucceſs of my 
campaign finally impoſſible, by depriving me of 
the only men upon whom I can depend for the 
ſupply of ſubſiſtence to the army. . 

Colonel Weſtermann is charged with the care * 
conducting Citizens Malus and d' Eſpagnac to your 
order. Far from being afraid, they only deſire 
ſuch an opportunity to confound their enemies. 

I fear that their accuſers may hereafter have rea- 
{on to blame themſclves as the authors of the diſ-:- 
treſs of the army under my command; and that 
the true cauſe of this arreſt prove to be nothing, 
but. /evity, which is ever unpardonable. In the 
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mean time, the army ſuffers for all; and I know, 
not, whether I ſhall be able to continue the cam. 
paign, without the Commiſſary-general, and with. 


out a due proviſion of means for our ſubſiſtence, _ 5 
LETTER XX. 

From Pache, Miniſter at War, to General Dimourier. 0 
Faris, Nov. 24, 1792. Firſt. year of the. Republic. 

' GENERAL, ff ar 

| T am ever anxious to ſend you, with as lit. th 

tle delay as poſſible, all articles of dreſs and equip- 0 
ment. neceſſary for the uſe of your army. I there- 

fore ſend to you, Citizen Huguenin, by whom this. v 

letter will be delivered, and who has it in charge G 

to examine the condition of every: corps in your Fi 
army, the extent, and the nature of their wants, 

and to take meaſures for the ſupply. of. thoſe wants. — 

I. intreat you, General, to afford this Citizen all * 

due opportunities of accompliſhing the purpoſe for 0 

which he is ſent to you. His patriotiſm, and his L 

abilities. render him worthy of your confidence. 00 


Fach, Minifter at War. 
LETTER 
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. 34" 69 


1 
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| From the Mini iter at V. ar, to v General Dumourier. 


Paris, Nov. 25, Firſt. year of the « Republic. 
GENERAL, 1 
1 gave received your; letters. of 6 22nd) 
of this month; and ſhall communicate to the Na- 
tional Convention, the news which they contain... 
J acquainted you, on the 22nd, that I had given. 
arders to- General la Baurdonnaye, to return into 


the department of. the. Narth, in which. he now. 


commands. 

You.are at 8 to put at the head of the FY 
won which he conducted into Belgium, eit her 
General Duval, or any other officer Who pan 
your confidence. 


At your requeſt, I have directed 20 o battalions to 


march to Douay and Valenciennes. Of this I gave 


you notice on the 21ſt. It is therefore not with 


out ſurprize, that I have ſeen the orders given by 
Lieutenant-general Moreton, to Citizen Roland, 
commiſſary of the Executive Power, to ſend into- 
Belgium, all the battalions of the departments of 
Aiſne, Oiſe, and others. I beg you to inform the 
officers at the head of your. ſtaff, that they have 
not authority to give orders to troops which belong 

not. 
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not to tlie army in which they are themſelves pla- 
ced; and to let them know, at the ſame time, that 


thoſe Citizens, who are commiſſaries from the Exe- 
cutive Power, ce can take their orders from the coun- . 
cil only. NE 


Citizen Peirot Valcourt bas been appointed to 


ſerve in the army on the Moſelle. I ſhall make 
out a Lieutenant's commiſſion for Citizen Collard- 


Dutrone, and take the firſt en of promot- 


ing his advancement. 

P. S. I-ſend you the decree of the National Con- 
vention concerning the twenty pairs of colours, ta- 
ken in the hands of the Belgians at Malines.— I 


open my diſpatch to ſay that I have received yours 
of the 23d, in which you again. complain of Gan. | 


ral la Bourdonnaye. . 7 | ITY 


LETTER XVII. 


Prom General tl to. Citizen Packe Mini uy 5 
at. n ar. 


Y 


Tirlemont, Nov. 70 1792. Firſt year of the Re public. | 
IT is time, Citizen-miniſter, that I diſplay the 


full force of my character, and pour forth all my. 
6 2 the baſe intrigues which are 
framed 
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framed to diſconcert my preſent expedition, and alk 
the diſhoneſt means employed to occaſion its failure: 

General la Bourdonnaye has been given me for & 
co-adjutor, who uſes all means to excite a civil war 
in this unhappy: country, to produce the maſſacre 
of thoſe feeble garriſons which. I have n to 
make the French nation abhorred in it. 


Nor is this all. I have been promiſed, even by 


_ yourſelf, in all your letters, ſufficient ſupplies of 
means for- ſubſiſtence, | camp-equipage, clothing 


hoſpitals ;/ and I ſee nothing arrive but convoys of 


ſome few things; ſo-that: ane-half. of 1 n 
in want of neceſſaries. | 

Lou promiſed me money. I have received none. 
And the pay-maſter of the nen pg is but. _ 


arrived, brings but little. 04 (7 of * 


The contracts which r 3 e 
me to negoclate, have been rejected, in order to deli 


ver up the country to the monopolies, and avaricious 
ſpeculations of an excluſive company, — as Iſhall prove 


by your own letter, which I ſend back to you, in to 
columns. Then, after delivering up Belgium to the 
ſpeculations of an excluſive company under. the di- 
rection of your offices, — after filling theſe unfor- 
tunate provinces with terrour, confuſion, and deſ- 


| pair, — tb & band of intriguers about you, — calumni- 
ate and. miſrepreſent to the virtuous Cambon, three 


Men. 
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men of whoſe abilities and intelligence they are 
afraid. Diſregarding the neceſſity of proſecuting 
my military operations, and the utility of thoſe 
men for this end, — they order me to arreſt them, — 
obtaining againſt them a decree of accuſation which 
is founded on calumnious pretences at leaſt if no- 


thing more ſerious can be laid to their "__ than 


what is alledged in the Monitor. 
I do juſtice, Citizen, to your virtue: 1 have 
known it long. But, you have bad men about 


you: and you liſten too unſuſpiciouſly to accuſa- 


tions brought againſt men of ability by others who 
deſire only to have their places. 


I know not whether any part of the intrigues 
about your offices, be directed againſt me. Poſſi- 
dly my complaints againſt Citizen Haſſen-fratz for 


attempting t break a contract which I maintained, 


may have inflamed him againſt Citizen Malus. His. 
attack may be directed againſt me, through the 

ſides of the Commiſſary-comptroller, whom I have 
known for thirty years, and who poſſeſſes my en - 
tire confidence, on account of his Infegrity. and 


abilities. 


I am in no anenfineſt reſpefting the fate of the 
ce Grpcoriptrolies He will confound his- 
falſe accuſers. But, I proteſt againſt the injury 
which is done to the ſervice by depriving me of three 
1 mein 


th 
Ne 
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men whoſe labours are abſolutely neceſſary to the 
army, and ſending none to ſupply their room. 

It is ſtrange that 60,000 men ſhould thus be ſent 
into a foreign country, and there delivered up a 
prey to want and confuſion. 

If in conſequence of ſo many obſtacles which the 
French only throw in my way; I ſhould at laſt 
fail of ſucceſs in an expedition on which the glory 
and ſafety of my country depend; then, upon ar- 
riving at Liege, —ſtationing the army under my | 
command, upon the Meuſe,---and quartering them 
fo as to ſecure the conqueſt of Belgium; I will ſend 
my letter of reſignation to the Convention, that l 
may eſcape diſgrace and ruin from thoſe baſe ma- 
chinations by which all my ſchemes are thwarted, 
and may avoid being made the inſtrument of avarice 
or tyranny. | ek 
Be aſſured, Citizen, that I do you ade and 
that, among all the ſevere things I write to yo, 
I is intended to n en 
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LEET FER , « = 


From General Dumourier, ro Citizen Pache, Mini Ver 


'af * ar. 


Liege, Nov. 29, 1792. Firſt year of the Republic. 
LifvTENANT-GENERAL Egalite, being called by 
an important family-affair, goes to Paris with my 


permiſſion, and will deliver to you, Citizen-minif- 


ter, a diſpatch from General Miranda, announcing 
the capture of the caſtle of Antwerp. I approve 
highly of the capitulation which he has granted; 
1. Becauſe it ſpares the effuſion of blood, faves all 


ſuch precious effects as may be found in the citadel, 


and prevents the city from being damaged by the 


cannonading which would otherwiſe have been ne- 
ceſſary, if the Auſtrians had been reduced to de. 
ſpair: 2. Becauſe it enables General Miranda to 


proceed more ſpeedily along 'the Meuſe, towards 


Maſeyk and Ruremonde, —as I cannot reckon my- 


ſelf maſter of the Meuſe, till the latter of theſe ci- 


ties be taken; and becauſe it regains loſt time. 
I have received your letter of the 26th, concern- 


ing Languet the courier. I know nothing of the 


man; he came to me from you or your predeceſ- 
ſor; with his principles I am unacquainted. But, 
perhaps the accuſation: e him may be in con- 


ſequence 


le; 


At 
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ſequence of a quarrel he had with a man at Paris, 


who was propoſed for Mayor, but whoſe name 1 
have forgotten. I undertake not the defence of 
this courier: I am no wiſe intereſted in him. I have 
aſked a courier's place for Citizen Drouct of Saint- 
Menehould, brother to the deputy in the Convention 
of that name, —as he now exerciſes the functions, 
without having the appointments. 
I muſt confeſs, Citizen-miniſter, that the Ftem 
of accuſation which is now eſtabliſhed} with the 
moſt alarming rapidity, is in general calculated to 


terrify and diſtrefs all honeſt citizens. It engen- 


ders ſuſpicion and animoſity ſufficient to embitter 
all the benevolence and fraternity of our riſing re- 


public. It involves us in a ſeries of proſcriptions 


which deprives the agents of the republic of their 
places, before they can be judged, aff4 fubſtitutes 


the accuſers in the places of the accuſed, often in 


rewards for calumnies, or for accuſations which 
however true, are trivial. ; 
You may well ſuppoſe, Citizen-minifter, that 
theſe remarks againft accuſations, are naturally to 


lead me to expreſs my ſurpriſe, that Citizen Ron 
ſin who has, never in his life, probably, had any 


experience in the direction of any thing connected 
with military affairs, ſhould have been nominated 
commiſſary-comptroller, inſtead of Citizen Ma- 

| nn — 
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Ins, in reward for denouncing him in a very fri. 


volous and falſe printed pamphlet. It is the in- 


tention of our laws, that no Citizen ˖ be deprived of 
the advantages of his condition, before having been 
fairly tried. In reſpect to one employed in admi- 


niſtration for which he is accountable, theſe laws 
are peculiarly delicate. But, they have been viola- 
ted in the perſon of Citizen Malus. The whole army 
are diſcouraged at ſeeing that neither the honour, 
nor the liberty of citizens, are ſecure from calumny, 
or frivolous accuſation. By this the ſervice ſuffers, 
union and confidence being deſtroyed. The 
caſe is the ſame at Paris, and will be ſo through 


the whole empire, till the National Convention 


ſhall appoint a particular committee to examine and 


prepare for their conſideration, all accuſations, with 


a ſtrict regard, as well to the conduct of the accu- 


ſer, as to that of the perſon accuſed. This is per- 


haps the only means to fave the republic from the 
fur ies of faction. The revolution has its intriguers, 
as well as the old government. Our manners were 
too much corrupted to leave it poſſible, that there 


ſhould not many unprincipled perſons diſguiſe their 


vices and ſchemes of ambition under hair without 
powder, and a red cap. Our declaration of Rights i9 
founded upon the moſt amiable and fraternal moral 
principles, I lament to ſee us recede from it daily 
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by an unwiſe ſeverity, and a pretended auſterity” 


which ſavours not a little of navy and corrups 


tion. 


I ſhall defire General Moreton to Gd no more 


orders to Citizen Rolland, Commiſſary of the Exe- 


cutive power. I muſt, one day, requeſt the coun- 
ſel to explain to me the functions of their commil-. 
farics, whom. I do not know to be created by any 


law. They infeſt our armies; and I have had ſix 
of them here together, without either knowing 


their powers, or. being able to obtain from them-- 
ſelves, an explanation of them. Theſe emiſſaries 


or commiſſaries go about gathering ealumnies, in 


coffee houſes, againſt the Generals and Adminiſ-- 


trators of the Republic, and afterwards work them 
up into denunciations which are more favourably © 
received than the news of our victories. Citizen 
Rolland offered me the battalions of the Aiſne, the 
Oiſe, and others. I had reaſon to believe; that he 


was authorized by the miniſter at war to make thoſe 


offers: And this. juſtifies. the orders given *. Ger- 


neral Moreton. | | oh Serine 


I ſhall with great ding execute the lors at 
the 20th of November, ordering me to reſtore ta 
the Belgians the twenty pairs of colours taken from 
them. 


Mac <0 | 
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134 LETTERS BETWEEN 
TY Nothing is neglected on my part, to aſſiſt Citizen 

Huguenin in his endeavours to learn the wants of 
the troops. I muſt avow to you, Citizen-miniſter, 
that I am not a little ſurprized, that after giving 


me orders to {end Citizens Malus and d'Eſpagnac 


to Paris, you ſhould have ſhewn ſo little confidence 
in me, as to direct Citizen Huguenin to perform 


the duty of the late exempts of police, and conduct 


them thither. I have given this charge to Colonel 
Weſtermann, enjoining him to treat them with 
reſpect, and conduct them ſafe; as I have no rea- 
ſon to believe them guilty. I hope that this affair 
will ſoon be terminated, and the two adminiſtrators 
if innocent, reſtored to the exerciſe of their former 
functions. Citizen Ronſin will then loſe the fruit 
of his accuſation, and go elſewhere-to exert his zeal 
and his abilities. 


As to what concerns myſelf, —t expect an anſwer. 
to my letter from the National Convention. 1 en- 
gage alſo to in validate ſome falſe aſſertions which 


have been made by ſome of the members in the 
heat of debate. It ſhould ſeem, that in this war, 


my rear- guard is not ſecurely to be depended upon, 


and that I have enemies much more dangerous than 
the Auſtrians, But, I promiſe you to prove my 
logic as __ as their. Fans. | 


GE? L ſend 


wt 
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T ſend you a copy of an anſwer which I write to 
General Cuſtine. It is of the utmoſt importance, 
that it be carefully conſidered in the Council. You - 
wrote me that you were of my opinion, when I, at 
your own requeſt, communicated to you, my ſyſ- 
tem for the war. Yet, our armies advance farther 
and farther into Germany, without taking Coblentz, 
or making ſure of the courſe of the Rhine. I fore- 
tell that this conduct muft expoſe us to be attacked 
and broken, next Spring, in the centre by the way 
of Cologne, Coblentz, Treves, and Luxembourg. 
I ſhould complete this folly, —were I to advance to 
the Rhine, before a more prudent. and regularly 
connected ſyſtem of war be adopted. The ſimple 
inſpection of the map will ſhew you the truth of 
what I ſay. It is high time for us to determine on 
this head. 
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LETTER XXII. 


From the Mia riſer at . ar, to General Dumourier. 


: Paris Nov. 5, ria year of the Republic. N 
GENERAL, 


„ LE Miniſter * 1 Affairs Es vel : 
terday in the Council, a letter from you, in which 
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you diſcover. a diſpoſition to drive the enemy only 
over the Meuſe,—and then to fix your quarters u- 
pon that river. This deſign is a deviation from. 
your plan, and from the diſpoſitions made in con- 
ſequence of it. Thoſe diſpoſitions are at this mo- 
ment executed on the Moſelle and the Rhine, where 
all is in motion to contribute to the accompliſhment. 
of your plan. TY 
In conformity to this plan, which is worthy of 
the French Nation, and to make it. known to Eu- 
rope; the Executive Council-have determined, at 
the armies of the Republic ſhall not lay down their 
arms till the enemy be repulſed te the farther ſide 
of the Rhine, —and the National Aſſembly have 


ſanctioned the decree. 


When the Council enacted it, they depended f 


particularly upon you, in conſequence of your letter 


of the 14th. After aſking from me, 20 battalions: 


which were in garriſon, you add; „ Nothing can 


cc be more urgently neceſſary, than this meaſure. 
te I demand them from you the more earneſtly, be- 


« cauſe I mean to take up my winter- quarters be- 


« tween the Moſelle and the Rhine; if my grand 


8 plan be fo followed out in all its parts, that 


« 'Treves and Coblentz may be taken within fifteen 
« days, and General Beurnon ville at Colog ne with” 


& in a month,?“ 


* 
The 


8 
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ne 20 battalions marched without delay. The 
_ armies on the Moſelle and the Rhine receive daily 
reinforcements, and are in conſtant activity. Beur- 
nonville and Cuſtine depend upon you, and like 
you, think, that a few weeks more of vigorous ex- 
ertion may ſpare us the expence and dangers” 
of a ſecond campaign. I therefore hope, Ge- 
neral, that yon will not halt. within the full ex-- 
ecution of this grand plan which has been adopted- 
from you; that you will not ſuffer the Auſtrians 
and Pruffſians to fix themſelves between the Meuſe, 
the Moſelle, and the Rhine, — nor allow them time 
to receive that ſubſiſtence, and thoſe reinforcements 
which they want; in a word, that you will not: 
forego the glory of having, in a ſingle campaign, 

fecured the liberty of France. 

I ſubjoin extracts from ſome letters from Gene-- 

ral Cuftine, relative to the plan of operations which 
he propoſed to you, in à letter which he requeſts 


me to tranſmit to you, but which! is not contained 
in his diſpatch. 
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Gitizen Cuftine to Citizen Pache, ae, at War. 


8 at "OLD wg Nov. 19, ray year of the 


ee ; 


Crrizxx-Nlixis Tn, 


I $UBJOIN. here a fourth 1 to General ; 


Beurnonville, from which you will ſee, that I per- 


ſiſt ſtill in my plan, and think it of great conſe- 
quence, that we gain poſſeſſion of Treves. Treves 
and Coblentz once ours, -I ſee no poſſibility of re- 
treat remaining to the Auſtrians now in Flanders; 
eſpecially, as I deſire General Dumourier, to take 
the precaution of breaking down the bridge of Duſ- 
ſeldorff, and extending his right in order to make | 

himſelf maſter of the Meuſe. If the ſtate of 
the roads would allow, and if he have. not received 
information to divert. from his plan of following up 
the courſe of the Meuſe; his ſucceſs. might be as 
compleat, and perhaps at the expence of fewer 


lives upon this plan. I ſubjoin the letter which I 


have written. to him. I defire you, Citizen-miniſ- 
Z ter, to perſuade him to adopt theſe meaſures, and 
to preſs nearer and nearer to the enemy with his 
right wing, that they may not reach the Moſelle, 
before he come up with them. 


 DUMOURIER AND PACHE rar 
| The magazines which he muſt have found at 
| Brutſels, will have ſufficiently ſupplied him with 
means of ſubſiſtence z which I do not fee, how 


 Clairfayt could procure, even although he ſhould 
repaſs the Meuſe. 


* 


Extract of a letter from General Cuftine to the Mini- 
fer at War, dated, Head-quarters at Mentz, No- 
vember 21, 1792, firſt year of the French Repub 


CrrizEx-Mixiszr ER, 

AvTER vanquiſhing our enemies, we muſt 
beware of ſlackening our activity. The mis fortunes 
of Lewis XIV. began when he was maſter of all 
Flanders, had his armies on the wee and bad 
ſuceeſsfully invaded Piedmont. 

The king of Pruſſia, one of the weakeſt of kiogy 
has determined to ruin his army and exhauſt his trea- 


ſary, in ſupporting the houſe of Auſtria, It has 
colt this houſe, ſeventeen millions of florins to 


obtain the allianceof Frederick. William, — and three 
millions more, to glut the avarice of the profligate 
and treacherous ſervants of his ambitious Family. 
Lam certain of the truth of what J write, By this 

you 


A true Copy. Pacur, Miniſter at Wer. 


EE SDA i ao PEA, n : f 

PIT 2 CI ow, r 1 : 9 £94 INOS 2 
PPC 2 29 Wa 3 

1 r P * 7 N * > ; 


: CCC 
: OE . Sa 


3 
7 
y 1 
1 
Ti 
x * 
1 
* 
F} 
= 2 
Wn 
_ + 
# 
& bs * 
2 
1 


— r NN.! — 7 


n 


ELIAS 
ES" 
> „4 — 
CT OT Wer 6A 
— HET 


l a = - _ = _ 
o — N 2» 2 U — o - - we 
0 = l = FF = ns nn er» + n 2 „ Th. x 8 8 oy 8 l . — —— = Rs wy 2 an 
l = l ä 9 P A SO n — — os n 1 8 = Drees 5 . CNS „ = . : Ga 
ng. OY Iv. avg 8 a 8 * 3 * - N — 1 on, is — > "OE > r Mas "2 —_—_ KEN Or In SETS - þ © 1 1 
= 82 e — . — Lge ———. IE 3 PF io i, NT 
1 * 4m. 4 x 2 8 — n — 2 * r — — IIs 3 ed. > 4 4 \ ie SEA, $3; + * — 1 . 6 { 
_ en eln A 6 — . o — nee n, s * 2 - * _ — 
Aris A I," £ WEE TT. * * 5 3 e nnn de 3 >. * nd N * „ „ lee * 5 g — ” * on, doe — , ——— De 
75 * CS bv * . 8 n . n n SE N 4 * 4 4 "4% 2 F 
p OS a * * 5 1. — —ͤ—ͤ—ͤ— — * 347 n 1 " * 2 - v. > Sg Ws b ns *. » . 
D — A * —— — — — 
. a — 2 - - 2 | —— TR IIEPTI —— * * — F 3 
" * — —— 10 5 a * G . = a I 41 a ee 1 * — 5 . * Nis 93 Wes. — e ap 9 — 5 n fa * 2 8 - 2 2 8 
6 3 Dr ST IE Ho nw e 3 - — 3 F N n Fer 353 I 0 —— _— r 2 ky . r N we rr — 2 N « — 


n N 
a —— 1 
Dando ce 
— . ps Pg 4 PO IN INS 
N S ILCBERESERE TS 
K* — ERISEN Er 
ER 0 — 7 * 


17 
Wy. : 


1435 LETTERS BETWEEN” 


you may judge, citizen, that with the loſs of a mo- 


ment, we muſt vigorouſly continue the war. 


(Signed CTCitinen- general Cs TIN R. 


A true Copy. Pachg, Minifter at War. 


1 


Extract of a Letter from General Cuſtine to General 
Beurnonville; dated N entz, Nevember 22d, firſt 


gear of the Republic. 


I think with you, that, before entering upon. 
ſich an enterprize we muſt have done with Hohen- 
lohe's corps. It is even neceſſary, that. Dumourier 
fend General Valence into Luxenbourg z that 
Dumourier himſelf take poſſeſſion of. Cologne. 
Then, Tragrbach and Reinfelds being taken, Co- 
blentz blocked up by a wy of our troops, and 

Luxenbourg likewiſe blocked up, I ſee no difficul- 
ty that we can have to finiſh the engen with the 


operations. which I propoſe. 


4 true D. Faun, Min _ at War. 


aw, © 


_ 


Gencre lt 
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9 
2 
3 4 « 


General Cuſtine to the Citizen-Minifter at Mar.“ 


Head- quarters at Menta, November 23s 479 


Fit year of the Republic. 


C1TIZEN-MINISTER, 


I I DrsIrE General Dumourier, in a letter 
which I beg that you will tranſm it tohim, to ſeize 
Cologne aſſoon as poſlible, in order to ſtraiten the 
Pruſſians as much as poflible, in their preſent ſity 
tion, and to deprive them of ſubſiſtence, the only 
means by which we can compel them to retire,--- 
as their King has become furious. = _ 


4 true Copy. Pachx, Minifer at Min 


LETTER XX. 


From General Dumourier to Citizen Pache, Miniftes 
| _at 27 F. | 


\ 


Liege, November, 30. 1792, firſt year of the Republic. 


In reply to your letter of the 27th, Citizen-Mini- 
ſer, I ſhall recount to you the obſtacles which op- 


poſe my urging the Campaign beyond the Meuſe. 


When the executive Power, or the National Con- 


* The letter is not ſabjoined, | 
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vention ſhall have removed them, I may then fol- | 
low fully out the grand plan which I conceived, to 
ſecure the liberty of France, by making the Rhine, 
the barrier between her and defpotiſm. Before en- 
tering into this detail of particulars, I muſt ſay, 
Citizen-Miniſter, that I cannot believe upon leſs 
than your ſolemn aſſurance, that the Council have 
adopted my plan; for the meaſures they have ta- 
ken are in direct oppoſition to it. 

The letter which I wrote you yeſterday, and 
my anſwer to General Cuſtine afford a proof of 
what J here aſſert. The Council have not only not 
adopted my plan ; but they have even encouraged 
Cuſtine to advance into the heart of Germany, 
contrary to all the rules of prudence. To Tupport 
his invaſion, they have ſubjected General Beurno- 
velle to his command, and unleſs you have ſent 
preciſe orders, it ſhould ſeem by the letters of theſe 
generals, that the taking of Treves and Coblentz, 
is out of the queſtion. The one thinks himſelf too 
weak to accompliſh this object alone, and the other 
 ſthews no inclination to turn back, to give him aſ- 
ſiſtance. In this ſtate were things on the 23d. of 
this month. From this you may judge, that the 
article which you quote out of my letter of the 
ug, would be rather againſt, than for our expę- 
dition beyond the Meuſe. I ſay, expreſsly; « That 
: cc all 
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if my grand plan be duly proſecuted through 
«all its parts; Treves and Coblentz may then be 
« taken within fifteen days, and General Beur- 
c nonville may be at Cologne within a month.“ 
Lou muſt agree, Citizen-Miniſter, that we have 

not taken the way to advance ſo rapidly. Fhe 
four extracts which you have ſent me from Gene- 
ral Cuſtine's letters are not in the ſpirit of my plan. 
He would have me to march to Cologne, Valence 
to block up Luxembourg, —and laſtly me to direct 
the whole weight of the war to the right, that is, 
into Germany, for the ſupport of his own remote 
operations. He pretends, that by the way of Ger- 
many, I thall ſooneſt compel the Auſtrians to with- 
draw from the Low-Countries. He'pretends, that 
1 have done wrong in making a direct attack upon 
them. He ſays that I ſhould have attacked them 
by the way of the Meuſe, as if I had not done ſo. 
He alledges, that I muſt have found immenſe ma- 
gazines in Bruſſels; as if the Auſtrians! had not 
conſumed thoſe magazines. From all this he con- 
cludes, that I have nothing to do, but to advance, 
and conquer; as you likewiſe ſeem to think. I 
ſhall explain to you, my difficulties. | 
I. It is very uncertain, whether I retain the com- 
mand. J will retain it, only on the conditions ex- 
breſſed in my letter to the National Convention. 
; N 1 
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I muſt be abſolutely maſter of all the means neceſ- 
ſary to my ſucceſs, without being thwarted in ſo 
vaſt an enterpriſe, by intrigue, monopoly, or ill- 
timed parſimony. Otherwiſe, nothing in the world 
mall induce me to remain here, and ſhare the dit- 


grace and ruin of my country. 
2. 1 have neither bread, forage, nor money: and 


Citizen Ronſin, your Commiſſary-comptroller has 
orders not to contract for any. As nothing is done 
for us by your Committee for purchaſes; and as I 


cannot abandon the victorious army under my com- 


mand, to deſpair or mutiny; I have given him or- 


ders, of the neceſſity of which he is himſelf ſen- 


ſible, to procure a loan, and purchaſe proviſions | 


and forage. This is a new crime, of which I ſhall 
clear myſelf, as of the reſt. 


3. The army is diminiſhed from day to day, in 
an alarming manner. I have not above 21,000 
men under my command. Few of the battalions 
amount to 300 men. Some companies are reduced 
to 7 or 8. The decree declaring our country out 
of danger, has made moſt of the volunteers think 
| themſelves at liberty to begone. A great number 
Have gone off, without aſking leave, Of thoſe 


who remain, the greater number, even whole bat- 


talions together, having made their declaration, 
two months ſince, inſiſt upon leaving the army on 


the 
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the firſt of December, that is, to-morrow ; and un- 
jeſs the National Convention be very prompt in 
their meaſures, I ſhall ſoon, in —— of their 


decree, be a General without an army. 


4. The revolution is far from being accompliſh- 
ed in Brabant. The cabal of Pruflia, Orange, Van- 


der- noot, the Prieſts, and the States, predominate 
in three-fourths of the country. I muſt at leaſt 
organize a new government in Liege, that, I may, 
afterwards, by means of it, maintain our influence 
in Brabant; a neceflary operation, which will con- 
ſume, at leaſt fifteen days. The 20 battalions 
which you promiſe me, will no doubt arrive; but, 


it may be, ſlowly and partially. In the mean time, 


I weaken my force, by the ſubtraction. of the gar- 


riſons which I am obliged to leave. Ere I ſhould 
reach the Rhine, I ſhould have analy a handful. 


of men with me. 


F. General Miranda has taken an citadel of Ant 
werp in a manner highly honourable and advanta- 
geous to us. But, I cannot think of paſling the 
Meuſe, till he ſhall be upon this river, with his 
army. Whatever his expedition, he cannot be 
there, within leſs than eight days; and he muſt 
begin with taking Ruremonde, before I can order” 


his column towards the Rhine, 


N 2. 6.1 
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6. I muſt alſo wait till General Valence, having 
taken the citadel of Namur, ſhall join me at Huy, of 
which my forces have, this day, taken poſſeſſion. 
I ſhall leave General d'Harville's diviſion, as I have 
formerly mentioned to you, for the defence of the 
Meuſe. 
J. I want caps, ſhoes, blankets, woollen 8 
ings, if they can be had, and particularly breeches, 
before I can make any grand movement.. 

8. The whole country between the Meuſe and 
the Rhine being, naturally poor, and having been 
eaten up by the enemy; we muſt have at leaſt two 
grand magazines for bread and forage, one at Liege, 
—the other at Ruremonde.. 

Not only, Citizen-miniſter, have you mails; no 


enden for the ſupply of any of our wants; but, 

you cannot make any; becauſe your Commiſſary- 
comptroller has not power to paſs a fingle bargain, 
1 Theſe are the obſtacles oppoſing the plan for ad- 
vancing to the Rhine. Remove theſe; and then | 


neither the army.of the republic, nor myſelf will 


find any thing impoflible. But, conſider well, that 


you. muſt firſt be ſure that, Treves and Coblentz 
Hall be taken before the month of January; other- 


wiſe this march would be inexcuſably imprudent,; 


and however daring L may be, I would not take it 


upon me to. be reſponſible for it. For, ſhould 1 
advance- 


' 28 _ Xx ff ef , pou 2 _two 


Henan an 


HF „ 


DUMOURIER AND- PACHE. _ 444. 
advance towards the Rhine, then, if it be true] that 
the Auſtrian army has received conſiderable rein- 
forcements, I ſhould be attacked in front; and the 
Imperial troops which have retired into Luxem- 
bourg, and, thanks to Cuſtine's exploits in Ger- 
many, are checked by none of our armies, — would 
attack my right flank, which, being drawn out into 
a great length, would be weak; and my rear might 
be eaſily broken, or my retreat greatly harraſfed, — 
if I ſhould be obliged to retire from the Rhine, for 

the defence of the Meuſe, and the Low Countries. 
You will farther obſerve, Citizen-miniſter, that 
I am far from being ſure of the Dutch. The open- 
ing of the Scheldt cannot but greatly diſpleaſe 
them. 1 ſhould not be furpriſed, if at the inſtiga- 
tion of Pruſſiæ and England, the Stadtholder were - 
to declare his reſentment. In Maeſtricht, there is 
a garriſon of 9000 men; and preparations for de- 
fence are now made, which indicate at leaſt no » 
good will to us. I cannot venture to march far-- 
ther in this direction, without knowing the deter- 
mination of the Dutch. Should they fall on my 
left, and the Auſtrians at the ſame time on my 
right; the army of the Republic would be inevi- 
tably ruined: and the liberty of Belgium and Liege 5 
would be effectually fruſtrated. „ 
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. Give me an anſwer, as ſpeedily as poſlible to all 
theſe articles; and believe me to be at leaſt as zea- 
lous a patriot, as thoſe who attack me, and intrigue 
againſt me, and who will no doubt blame my ob- 
ſtinacy. I expect impatiently the deciſion of the 
National Convention upon my letter of the 2 5th, 
which will determine my fate and my plans. 

P. S. I ſubjoin an account of the ſtate of our 
Army-cheſt, which will ſhew you, what was in it 
yeſterday. I have, this day, received juſt as much 
as will ſerve for the payment of to-morrow. 

Nothing « can be more unwile or awkward in po- 
licy, than to bring money from France hither: 
Since brokers and bankers muſt be employed; I. 
had rather leave the profit to thoſe of Belgium; 
but keep, the ſpecie among ourſelves. | 


LETTER XXIII. 
From the Min ifter at M ar, to General Dumourier. 


* Paris, Nov. 30, 70h Eirſt year of the Republic, 


GENERAL, | i k 
I HAve received your two letters of the 24th 
and 25th of this month, and agreeably to your de- 
fire expreſſed in the laſt, have communicated to 
the — your anſwer concerning the f. yſtem 
| a 
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adopted for the purchaſe: of all the proviſions ne- 
ceſſary to the ſervice of the republic. I am ma- 
king a copy of your. ſeveral letters to be g 
ted to the Convention. 1 
It belongs not to me in en Ge to 
reply to your obſervation upon a ſyſtem adopted by. 
ſeveral miniſters in concert, to avoid the inconve- 
niencies of a divided management in reſpect to the 
purchaſe of the means of ſubſiſtence. I ſhall only 
ſay, as I have adopted it for as much as concerns 
myſelf, that. I. ſee no diſadvantage likely to ariſe 
from it, which would not. equally ariſe, from any 


other arrangement for the lame objects, that can 
be propoſed, and which may not be obviated by vi 
gilant attention. 

This board can never „ unleſs for con- 
ſumption, —never for a. ſecondary ſale. They are 
to give an account of their tranſactions. They are 
forbidden all trade. I cannot ſee, therefore, any 
reaſon for thoſe fears of engroffing and ane 
which you expreſs“. . 

J obſerve farther, e that you muſt have 
conſidered the Board, chiefly with reſpect to its 
ability to ſupply the wants of your army; and that 


I know 


* It might gratify curioſity, to kava, how a Miniſter could 
hinder ſo feilful a merchant as Bidermann from ſpeculating on his 
own account, when he is ſure of a ſale, Such ſimplicity does not 
beſpeak the ſtateſman. 
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I know not whether you have put it into its power 


to ſerve you to your ſatisfaction. Surely Citizen 


Pick who was expreſsly charged to receive his or- 


ders from you, cannot have neglected to inform 
you of the numerous purcliaſes made by the Com- 
miſfion from whom he is delegated ? If this be the 
eaſe, General, I ſhould have wiſhed that you had 


particularly informed me of it, and had enabled 


me to add my complaints to yours, againſt the firſt: 


Loan of this Board. 
Laſtly, General, I oel ve; that the ſubſiſtence 


of the army i is to be regarded as hitherto, wholly- 
independent of the new regulation for. purchaſes. 
From what had been before provided, and from 
the condition of the magazines at your. diſpoſal; 


you have corn or meal for more than ſix months; 

and all is ſtilf ſupplied by the old victualling com- 

pany, againſt which you made no complaints. 
You ſee, General, that 1 confine e to the 


preſent. queſtion. 
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LETTER XXI. 


To Citizen Pache, ieee War. 
Dec 2, 1792. Firſt: year of * Republic, 


- Crrranicy; Sue ee you cannot have 
received my letters, at the time when yours was 
written, which is dated on the 24th. Is it poſſible, 
that, at the very time when the National Conven- 
tion are excited to take meaſures of precaution 
againſt my interference in the purchaſe, of provi- 
ſions for the army under my command, you ſhould 

employ me to obtain from the magiſtrates. the ne- 


ceſſary paſſports for the men of n from | i 
RW \ 309100935 1k Lib e 9 
1 ſhall beetainly: ke care . 10 ne any = 


ch commiſſion. It is unjuſt, impolitie, cant 
not be carried. into execution, and would involve 


me in the odium which all Belgium has concei vv 

ed againſt the Agents of what you call a Committee : . 
for purchaſes, but I, a company of. Foreſtallers, | 
have this, day, ſeen Moſſelmann and Pick for the ; q 
firſt time. They began with telling me that the | 


opinion only,—entertaincd in Flanders and Bras 


bant, that they bought up grain for a French com- 

pany, and for exportation, had brought them in 

danger af. being hanged, and that they were there- 
| for a 
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eured our ſupplies. I know not when your ſupplies 
are to arrive; but, in the mean time the army 
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fore very glad at receiving by a courier on the 26th, 
a revocation of the order for exportation. 

I ſhould ſuppoſe that my letter to the preſident 

of the National Convention muſt already have pro- 
duced ſome effect. But, it has not yet produced 
all that I expect from it,—the complete abolition 
of the excluſive privileges of your committee of 
Purchaſes. I am ſurpriſed, Citizen-miniſter, that 
you-thould fancy yourſelf to have proved to me by 


Four letters of the 11th and 24th, that the mono- 
poly in the purchaſe of grain is likely to procure at 
a better price, than liberty and the competition of 


the ſellers! Were it even ſo, yet how baſe and un- 


generous would it be in us to — ſo odious and 
tyrannical an expedient ? 


It is ſtill more ſtrange, that you ſhould think of 
ſending meal from France, at a great expence, ra- 
ther than give your aſcent to contracts which ſe- 


wants bread, © An excluſive company may thus 
make vaſt profits, by ſending grain from the North 


to the South, and then from the South to the 


North again. 
Pick and Moffelmann have farther POOR me, that 


the terms of their bargain were to furniſh no meal 
or flour for the army, ſooner than the firſt of Ja- 


nuary . 


DUMOURIER AND PACHE. t 


nuary; and that, in conſequence of this, what they 
had at preſent, was grain not yet made into flour. 
How, then, Citizen-miniſter, ſince you could not 
be ignorant, that theſe were the terms,---have you 
been induced to deprive us of the money appropri» 
ated for the purchaſe of proviſions, and to break 
thoſe contracts which might have ſupplied us, till 
the firſt of January :---inſtead of leaving the gal- 
lant army of the Republic to periſh for hunger, 
and rendering it impoſſible for me, either to pro- 
cecd farther, or live where I am. Why have you 
deprived us not only of the money neceſſary for the 
purchaſe of grain, but alſo of that which was ap- 
propriated to the purpoſe of forage? Why has Ci- 
tizen Boye, Commiſſary for the purchaſe of forage, 
been recalled, after his ſignal ſervices in Cham- 
pagne? ſervices on which I beſtowed their due 
' praiſe, at the bar of the Convention. In conſe- 
\ quence of this ſeizure of our caſh, and prohibition 
of purchaſes; all the horſes of the army would, at 
the ſame time, have wanted forage; had not a patrol 
of horſe, luckily ſeized on the Meuſe, two boats 
of forage which the Auſtrians were ſending to Mae» 
ftricht. To-morrow we ſhall not know how to 
| ſupport our horſes, unleſs the requiſitions which I 
have made upon the-country, and which the good 
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will of the inhabitants of Liege to us, may perhaps 


render effectual, ſhall afford us hay, ſtraw, and oats, 


Our want of money is ſtill more alarming. By 


the incloſed account of the ſtate of the army-cheſt, 
you will ſee that there remains in it not more than 
3000 livres, and that their pay is now due to the 


whole army. I have been able to think only of 
one expedient, by which nearly an hundred and 
ſeventy thouſand livres are procured; a loan from | 
the Chapters in the city of Liege. But, you are to 
obſerve, that of theſe: hundred and ſeventy thou 


ſand livres, your Commiſſary-comptroller, (who is 
much ſurpriſed to find himſelf obliged to engage 
in circumſtances fo critical, in the exereiſe of func- 


tions to which he is an entire ſtranger, ) muſt firſt 
make the neceſſary advances for proviſions, and 


forage, and hoſpitals; after which he will have no- 
thing remaining for the pay of the troops. This 
Commiſſary-comptroller takes up this loan by my 


orders, in oppoſition to your expreſs injunctions to 
him, neither to raiſe loans, nor make contracts. 
Thus; Citizen-miniſter, contrary to the inten- 


tions of Citizen Cambon, I:find myſelf -obliged to 
provide my army with both money and proviſions; 
thus is this army left without bread, without fo- 
rage, without money. Judge what indignation I 


muſt feel, when I ſee all theſe things miſrepreſent- 
$f ed 
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ed to the National Convention ; when I ſee myſelf 
deprived of every man of abilities who was employ- 
ed as a Commiſſary, and others ſent in their room, 


who cannot avoid confeſſing their own, incapacity z 


when I ſee the army deſtitute of every neceſſary, 
falling the victim of imprudence and avaricez when 
I ſee my plans all diſconcerted, the ſucceſs! of my 
campaign perhaps fruſtrated, and my reputation at- 
tacked by men who are either diſhoneſt or deceived! 

Be-not aſtoniſhed, Citizen-miniſter, if, in order 
to eſtabliſh the truth of what I aſſert, and to ex- 
poſe the imprudence or wickedneſs of thoſe who 
reduce me to this ſituation, I tranſmit to the Na- 
tional Convention, copies of all the diſpatches which 
I ſhall ſend you, till this ſtate of things be rectified. 


Neither can you be ſurpriſed if I ſhould give in my 


letter of reſignation, if that change of meaſures on 

which I inſiſt, do not take place within eight days. 
The whole nation knows, that I fear no reſponſi- 
bility, ſo. far as I am only perſonally concerned; 
but, will approve of my unvillingneſs to ſubject 
myſelf to at for the conduct ol others, 
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158 LETTERS BETWEEN © 
LETTER XXII. 


Jo Citizen Pache, gfe ” War. 


ASP 74-1 Dec. 2, 1792.—Firſt year of the Republic 


OR ſome time, Citizen-miniſter, all your deci- 
ons have tended to diſ- organize the army, and re- 


duce them to deſpair. I have received from you, 


two letters dated on the 27th, in one of which you 
determine, that Citizen Laroque whom I have na- 


med to the twenty-ninth regiment of infantry, of 
which he was lieutenant-colonel, ſhall not receive 


a Colonel's commiſſion ; you having named to the 
command of this regiment, Citizen Ocomorgan, an 


Iriſhman, from the regiment of Dillon, who has 
always ſerved within the Empire; while the brave 
| Laroque, one of the oldeſt officers in the army, has 

ſerved ſince the beginning of the war, is adored by 


his regiment, and diſtinguiſhed himſelf in the bat- 
tle of Jemappe. You will note, that, when I pro- 


% 


moted this brave citizen to the rank of Colonel, 1 


knew not that the Iriſhman Ocomorgan had been 
named to his regiment, and that I had then power 
to make this promotion. | | 

In your other letter, you inform me, that Co- 


ment 


lonel Kilmaine whom I named to the ſixth regi- 
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ment of huflars, immediately after the battle of Je- 
mappe, in reward for his having, with his huſſars, 
attacked the enemy's infantry in their intrench- 
ments and in the woods, and for having ſaved the 
centre of my Line, muſt give up his regiment to 
Citizen Lagrange, preſently colonel of the ſixth re- 
giment of dragoons; which Colonel Lagrange 
knows not a word of German; and has reſigned 
into my hands, his pretenſions to the ſixth regi- 
ment of huffars,—that he may not injure the brave 
Kilmaine; who is one of the moſt experienced of- 
ficers in the army, — while Colonel Lagrange having 
been only aide-de-camp to Marſhal Luckner, and 
a colonel but for three months, can have no expe-- 
rienee. Gs 

Conſider, Citinen-alnifier, hi I can puniſh: 
and degrade two old officers, by paying implicit o- 

edience to your order, without firſt attempting, 
by a remonſtrance to the National Convention, to- 
procure a redreſs of theſe 1 which cannot fail 
to do harm in the army. 

Since the decree was paſſed, by which G 
are deprived of the power of nominating to milita- 
ry offices; I have paid a reſpectful obedience to it: 
But, I muſt fay, that your offices make a provoking; - 
uſe of it. Thus has the army under my command, 
been filled with adjutants and adjuncts, who knom 

. nothing 
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nothing of their buſineſs. Among others, there. 


has been given me for an adjunct, a dancer from 


| the Company of Nicolet. I ſhould not notice the 


the agility of TY Es 


The intention of the decree was no doubt to re! 
vent the Generals from gaining too many creatures 


| in their armies, by;promotions. But, they ſhould 
at leaſt be conſulted, when the higher offices and 


poſts of conſidence, are to be diſpoſed of. The 
choice ſhould always fall on officers who are known 


to the . and n their confidence. 3 


—_— 


” * U * * * 2 7 * " * 
CF 5 * þ 5 3 8 8 s we I . 1 ; 7 ; 3 7 
„ p 46 i 4 A g # iS kt 53 F 4.6: £4 * Fa La 


* = 


4 


To Citizen Pache, Miniſter at War. a 


Dec. 3, 1792.—Firſt year af. the Republic. 


A NEW confuſion, Citizen-miniſter, in the no- 
mination to employments, ariſes in the caſe of Ci 
tizen Tilly, whom you have named Colonel to the 
ſixth regiment of dragoons, for no other reaſon, 
than becauſe the place was pre- occupied in the four- 
teenth regiment, to the command of which you 
had named him on the 26th of October. Citizen 
Radot having been provifioyally received as Colon 


of 
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of the regiment, at the nomination of General Kel-- 
lermann. Certainly. my nomination of the brave- 
Kilmaine ought to be conſidered in the ſame light: 
as General Kellermann's nomination of Citizen Ra- 
dot. I am. ſorry. for Citizen Tilly: but, I muſt 
ſay, that he has not borne arms ſince the very com- 
mencement of the war; that he has paſſed almoſt 
all his time at Liege, where he has a wife, and. 
whence he came to join the army, —only in the: 
month of October, at which time he preſented 
| himſelf to me, with the commiffion of a lieutenant 
colonel of dragoons, which had been given him. 
The fate of Citizen Tilly depends on your determi- 
nation reſpecting the brave Kilmaine; for if the 
latter remain Colonel of the fixth regiment of huſ- 
fars.—Lagrange muſt retain the ſixth of dragoons. 
Something elſe muſt then be done for Citizen Tilly. 


Proclamation by General Dumourier. - 

 PropLE oF BELGIUM. 

Wren I-entered your provinces, to expel! 
the tyrants by whom you were oppreffed; I an- 
nounced to you, in the name of the French Repu- - 
blic and Nation, that you were free; and that the. 
ſdvereignty of your country was reſtored to the Peo- 
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ple: I recommended to you, to name pitovidiinad 


| magiſtrates, and directors of your public buſineſs, 


that there might be no interruption of the neceſſa- 


ry tranſactions of Government, and that you might 


break, at once, the ties by which you were attach- 
ed to the Houſe of Auſtria, This meaſure, ſug- 
ge ted by prudence, inſtead of proving ſalutary, has. 


4 rekindled all the factions which raged in your for... 


mer revolution, and which were, and ſtill are, fo- 


mented by your tyrants, of purpoſe to hinder you 


from eſtabliſhing a ſolid and equal Conſtitution. 
The difinttions of Juri hn In ader off, Royaliſt 


Partiſans of the States— muſt be al:ogether aboliſhed; 


if you with to enjoy the fruit of our victories, and 
important benefits conferred on you by the French 
Nation. All diſtinctions of provinces, orders, pro- 
feſſions; all thoſe vain chimeras which perpetuate 
the tyranny of one part of a Community, and the- 


ſlavery of the reſt ; all that degrades the native dig-- 


nity of man, —mult be, for ever aboliſhed. You | 


are Belgians ; but you are alfo freemen, equals, 8 


tizens: be brothers, be unanimous; you have all 


an equal right to affiſt in forming your Laws, your 
Conſtitution, and your Government. It is high 
time that you form your primary aſſemblies, and 
proceed to elect members for a. national convention; 

your 
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your prudent choice of whom, muſt determine your ; 


future fate. TE Sree vonTrory mt al. 


I therefore requeſt you to aflcinble from town 
and country, without diſtinction of perſons, —in 
the central cities of your: late provinces, and, i in the 


following form, Kc. ; 


— 


LETTER XXIV. 
From the Miniſtes-at N. ar, to General Dumourier,- 


Paris, December 2, 1792, Firſt year of the Republic. 


YESTERDAY, General, I received the news of. 


your victory at Waroux, your taking poſſeſſion of 


Liege, — the capture of the citadel of Antwerp. 
Your arms thus reſtore liberty to two nations at. 
once. The triumphs obtained under your conduct 
by the arms of the republic, augment our hopes... 


Seeing you ſo impatient to drive our enemies from 


2 poſt in which they: had halted to refreſh them- 

ſelves; we expect that you will not. ſuffer them to 
reſt on this fide of the Rhine. 

I depend upon you, as to both Reuss 

and Cuſtine, who has been in danger of being over- 


powered by the Auſtrians and Pruſſians, before he 
could receive your ſupport. Notwithſtanding the 
. reinforcements 
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reinforcements which he. has received, he is ſtill 
ſo weak in cavalry, that I ſhould be uneaſy as to 


1 his ſituation, were it not that the orders which you : 
[ : have given to Miranda, and {till more my-know- 
1 | ledge of your character, make me foreſee your or- 
tf ders to Valence, and your whole ſyſtem of opera- 
| tions. | | „ 
a Thus at eaſe in reſpect to the wiſdom of your: let 
1 plans; my only anxiety is. for the wants of your as 
? army. If you are ſtill diſtrefled by any ſuch wants, for 
f 15 the reaſon: is, becauſe there are fome, which: I Pa 
; | muſt have time and means to enable me to ſupply.. fee 
z I have for ſome time, ſolicited a decree of the C01 
4 Convention, empowering me to employ to the beſt. 1 
advantage, thoſe officers whom you have raiſed. _ the 
to victory, and who, for the benefit of the republic, 5 mi 
muſt be promoted to higher offices. You, general, Br 
will aſſure Citizens Dampierre, Steingel, Barrois; ant 
and Devaux, that, aſſoon as the law ſhall permit of 
me, they ſhall be named to the places for which tit 
you propoſe them. Happily, rank can add little of 
to the energy of patriots; and you are, even now De 
at liberty to employ.thoſe who have deſerved your thi 
 confidence,—according as you can make their abi-- | 1. 
lities. ſerviceable to the republic. | gr: 
nn Signed „  PACHE:;. 5 
| | i1 
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From Fache Mini W at W, ar, to Dunteurters: 


wy —u _- 


Paris, December, 1 179 — bd. year 5 che Nen 


I ANSWER here to the article of S encè in your 
letter of the zoth. I am ſurpriſed, that you have 
as yet, ſeen no perſon belonging to the Committee 
for Purchaſes; ſince I diſpatched Simon Pick from 
Paris, on the 1 ith: of November, with orders to 
ſee you, and to furniſh to the army under, your: 
command, whatever you ſhould require. 


At the demand of Doumerc and Company, on 


the 1ſt of December, I gave orders to the Com- 
mittee ſor Purchaſes to deliver to Doumerc, from 
Bruſſels and Ghent, 20 thouſand bags of grain 
and as much meal as he ſhould need, 20, oo bags 


of oats, 15, O00 quintals ofchay and an equal quan- 


tity of ſtraw. And, as the Committee had all articles 
of proviſion neceſſary, a courier was diſpatched by, 


Doumere from Paris, on the afternoon of the iſt of 


this month, to direct the execution of the orders 


grain, meal, and forage in the hands of the former 


Agency, who have ſtill the care of diſtributing ſub- 
Aſtence to the army. under your command. 


Beſide. 
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reinforcements which he has received, he is tilt 
ſo weak in cavalry, that I ſhould be uneaſy as to 


his ſituation, were it not that the orders which you 


have given to Miranda, and ſtill more my know- 


| ledge of your character, make me foreſee your or- 


ders to Valence, and your whole * of opera- 
tions. | | 
Thus at eaſe in reſpect to the wiſdom of your: 


plans; my only anxiety is for the wants of your 


army. If you are ſtill diſtreſſed by any ſuch wants, 
the reaſon: is, becauſe there are ſome, . which« 1 
muſt have time and means to enable me to ſupply.. 

1 have for ſome time, ſolicited a decree of the 


Convention, empowening me to employ to the beſt. 


advantage, thoſe officers whom you have raiſed. 
to victory, and who, for the bcnefit of the republic, 
muſt be promoted to higher offices. You, general, 
will aſſure Citizens Dampierre, Steingel, Barrois, 
and Devaux, that, aſſoon as the law mall permit. 


me, they ſhall. be named to the places for which 
you propoſe them. Happily, rank can add little 


to the energy of patriots; and you are, even now 
at liberty to employ. thoſe who have deſerved your 
confidence,—according as you 'can make their abi- 
lities. ſerviceable to the republic. 


Signed 4 PACHE: - 
2 LETTER. 
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| LETTER XV. 


Prem Pache _ _— at Wa ar, to Dumourier. 


* Q 1 


* 


F Rede ad, 1792,—fot- year of the . Republing 


I ANSWER here to the article of Sub/ifence in your 
letter of the oth. I am ſurpriſed, that you have 
as yet, ſeen no perſon belonging to the Committee 


for Purchaſes; ſince I diſpatched Simon Pick from 


Paris, on the 121th: of November, with orders to 
ſee you, and to furniſh to the army under your 
command, whatever you ſhould require. Tort 


At the demand of Doumerc and Company, on 


the Iſt of December, I gave orders to the Coma 
mittee for. Purchaſes: to deliver to Doumerę, from 
Bruſſels and. Ghent, . 20. thouſand. bags of grain 
and as much meal as he ſhould need, 20,000; bags 
of oats, 15, ooo quintals ofchay and an equal quan- 
tity of ſtraw. And, as the Committee had all articles 
of proviſion neceſſary, a courier was diſpatched by 
Doumere from Paris, on the afternoon. of the 1 of 
this month, to direct the execution of the orders. 


| had given. T here is therefore abundance ; of 
grain, meal, and forage, in the hands of the former 


Agency, who have {till the care of ciſtributing ſub-. 
tence. to the armp-under your command. 


Beſide Bo 
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Beſide this quantity,—the Committee have alſo 


65,000 bags of grain and flour diſtributed in che 


following places; In 
rue 20,000 bags, 
„dent i © pre ce, 
Bruges - -- ro, ooo, 
Oſten ld 10, ooo, 
Louvain - = | = = 5,000, 
and forage in proportion; of which you may dib. 


poſe, - demanding them from Simon Pick, whom 


I again order either to join you at Liege, or to ſend 


ſome perſon who may receive and execute your or- 


ders for furniſhing proviſions to the army. 
Lou demand two magazines, one at Liege, the 
other at Ruremonde. The Committee for Pur- 


ehaſes have this moment, given orders to Liepmann 


Cerf-Bar, to purchaſe for the magazine at Liege, 


20,000 bags of grain and meal, 20,000 bags of 


oats, 20, 00 quaintals of hay, and an equal quan- 


tity of ſtraw. He hopes to be able, within eight 


days, to procure half theſe quantities. You may, 
in the mean time, be an en the magazines 
at Bruſſels. . 


Orders are this day, given 1 in con- 


ſequence of which the Committee promiſe within 


ten days after news ſhall have been received, of the 
capture of Ruremonde, to furtiiſh a magazine, in 


that. 


thi 
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that city, of 20,000 . of n d other n 
in proportion. 0 
Should theſe quantities prove inſufficient; ; write 
—and I will inſtantly augment them. As it is my 
buſineſs to uſe every means for the adequate ſup- 

ply of ſubſiſtence to the French armies; I am to 
demand eight new magazines, beſide thoſe which 
you requeſt, to be eſtabliſhed in the towns of 
Bruſſels, Ghent, Oſtend, Bruges, 'Tournay, Na- 
mur, Tirlemont, and Louvain. The Committee 
will collect and accumulate all things neceſſary to 
the victorious Army under your command. 
7 Gs * n 


* 


|. LETTER XXVI. 
From Pache Mini in iter at War, 70 Dumourier. : x 


8 Dec. An 1792 — Firſt year of the 8 Republic, 


| GIVE a ſeparate anſwer to each article of your 
letter of the 3oth of November. I now reply to 
what you ſay concerning the paſſing of contracts 
by the commiſſaries at war, and concerning your 
wants in the article of clothing. 

The following are my principles. 

As long as I am reſponſible, no contract mall! be: 
entered into, without my previous knowledge of it: 
3 how mould I be n for it? 

885 Whenever 
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Whenever a Commiſſary at War, or any. other 
Agent of the Republic, ſubmits to my conſidera- 
tion, the terms of a contract, I thall readily accept 


of it, —if the ſupply be wanted, and if, ceteris pari- 
Bus, more advantageous terms cannot be obtained, 


It follows, that Citizen Ronſin, or any perſon elſe, 
may contract for ſupplies to the army, provided 
they ſubmit the terms to my conſideration, that ! 
may duly examine, before authorizing them“. 
You demand caps, blankets, ſhoes, woollen ſtock- 


ings, &c. and this without ſpecification of quanti. 


tles; ſo that it is impoſſible for me to know whe- 
ther what I have ſent, be ſufficient, or whether I 
muſt ſend additional quantities. Since my entrance 


into the miniſtry, I have received from you, no 


ſtatement of the ſituation of your _—_ in _ 
to articles of equipment. 
To induce you to give me that preciſe informa: 


tion upon this head, which I have not yet been 


able to obtain; I ſend you a ſtatement of what I 


have ſent, — and of the demands which have been 


made upon me. 


You requeſted 60,000 "Great: coats for the army | 


under your command. 48,000 have been ſent to 
Valenciennes; 13,000 to Glvet; and other 18,006 


are See to be . ſent to you. AIG? Cf) 
ey 190115 2 ſhall 


. Malus did no. more; yet was denounced, had a SIM paſſed 
aint him, and was impriſoned for what he did. 


* 


t! 
Al 


-8t 
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I ſhall obſerve, in reſpect to the great coats, that 
J have been ſuprized that Citizen Malus could 
leave 20, ooo coats to accumulate uſeleſsly in the 
magazine at Valenciennes, as appears from a ſtate- 
ment of the condition of that magazine dated on 
the 1th of November, without forwarding them 
to the army. It is not unlikely that other ſimiliar 
acts of negligente may have occaſioned the princi- 
pal inconveniencies which the army has ſuffered 
through want of ſupplies. You will agree with 
me, that the Agents by whom ſuch inconveniencies | 
are produced, whether, through negligence or o- 
therwiſe, are extremely culpable. I muſt therefore 
requeſt your aſſiſtance for the prevention of ſuch 
abuſes, in future ; which are ſo much the more 
worthy of reprehenſion, becauſe, in this -inſtance, 
while the coats remained in the magazine, the carts 
and waggons were conſtantly. pafling to and from 
the army, with other articles of burthen, leſs 3 im- 
mediately uſeful. 8 

| I promiſe you to ſend hence for your army, o- 
ther 20,000 of theſe great coats within twelve days; 
and I do not think that any contract, however ex- 
-penſive, could procure them ſooner. _ 

Only 8000 blankets have been aſked from me, 
4400 were diſpatched from Paris by poſt, on the 
-8th of November: 4600 were ſent from Dunkirk, 


* ne 
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on the 17th of the ſame month : and on the 26th, 
{5,100 more, were alſo ſent from Dunkirk ; which 


makes 6180 more than the number wanted. If this 


quantity, however, be ſtill inſufficient; write me 


what number above it, you may need; and I ſhall 
give immediate and punctual orders, that they be 
ſent to you. 

The article of Shoes is what we can the leaſt 
_ readily furniſh. But, that you may want nothing, 
orders have been given for the purchaſe of 400, 
ooo pairs of ſhoes, at Liege, Namur and through 


the country in which you now are. The Commiſ- 


ſary-Comptroller has orders to ſuperintend this 
tranſaction, and to fake up from the purchaſes, 
what may be wanted for the uſe of the army in 


Belgium. Only,—I muſt requeſt you to keep this 


matter ſecret, left if it were known, the price of 
ſhoes might be raiſed againſt us. mY 

I know not how many pairs of ſpatterdaſhes you 
may want; for, no ſpecific demand has yet been made. 
1have given orders to thoſe who are employed to 


furniſh clothes for the army, to ſend off inſtantly 
20,000 pairs. As theſe may not reach the army 
ſoon enough; I have given orders to your Com- 
miſſary-Comptroller to procure a ſupply in the 


anean time, ſuch as may ſerve you, till you ſhall 
receive thoſe ſent from hence. I muſt obſerve, 


that 


| hs 


— — 0 — — — 
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that ſupplies ſhould . always be aſked before the 
moment when they are nen and immediate- 
ly needed. + 
I know not, General, what quantity of woollen 
ſtockings you want; let me know,—and they ſhall 
be inſtantly ſent. Already have been ſent from 


Paris 53,156 pairs; there were alſo, on the 11th 


of November 22,736 pairs in the magazine at Va- 
lenciennes; and the officers who are employed to 
ſupply the army with clothes, —have orders for 
zo, ooo pairs more, to be ſent off. I ſhall give 
orders for their being ſent without delay. A part 

ſhall be ſent to-morrow. 8 
Lou muſt know alſo that there are in the ma- 
geazines at Valenciennes, 16, 304 ells of ſtuff for 
breeches to the ſoldiers, which you may command, 

at your pleaſure, for the uſe of your army. 

Pach, Minifter at War. 


; - N " - may 
LETTER XXIV. 


From General Dumourier, to Citizen Pache, 21 iniſter 
N | 4 War. 


Liege, Dec. 7, 1792.—Firſt year of the Republic, 


it BELIEVE you to be an honeſt man, Citizen 
Miniſter, x nor do I impute to you the extreme mi- 
Ex: | ſery 
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ſery to which this excellent army of the Republic 
has been reduced. But, I muſt ſay, that I think | 
you inexcuſable for ſuffering yourſelf to be impo- 


ſed upon by the falſe ſtatements, which you have 
tent me by the courier Lanquet. The Commiſia- 


ries of the National Convention are here. They 


give an account of what they ſee, and of the or- 
ders they are obliged to give for ſeveral bargains; 
in which they take a great deal upon themſelves; 
the Convention not having given them adequate 
powers, — as not thinking the evil to be ſo great as 
it has been fou 

ou tell me, that you will allow no contracts to 
de made, unleſs the conditions have been firſt ex- 


amined by yourſelf: Confequently, now when 1 


am at the diſtance of an hundred leagues from you, 


and about to be ſtill farther; J muſt ſend you an 
account of all bargains propoſed for the ſervice of 
my army, and muſt wait till you refuſe or accept 

them. I have been miniſter, as well as you, and 


can aſſure you that you are miſtaken as to reſpon- 
ſibility... One proof, that you are not to be made 


re ſponſible for contracts, is, that you have broken all 
thoſe made in Belgium, without examining whether 
their terms —— or diſadvantageous. 


Another proof is, that to quit yourſelf of reſponſibili- 


ty, you. . agreed to the moſt villainous of mea- 
ſures ;. 


 DUMOURIER AND PACHE. - 173 
{ures ; the inſtitution af a committee for purchaſes, 
intended to engroſs the whole buſineſs of ſupplying . 
thearmies. The avarice of theſe monopoliſts has led 
them to make uſe of you, in order to break con- 


tracts which have been renewed, for no other rea- 


ſon, than becauſe the army was dying of hunger. 
As to the articles of dreſs, equipment, &c. your 
bargains are ſtill worſe. I have very good ſhoes made 
at Liege, for 3 livres and 15 ſous. -You ſend me 
very bad ſhoes, which coſt you 7 or 8 livres a pair. 
Your hoods coſt from fifty to ſixty livres, but being 
made of too fine cloth, never laſt two months: 
Citizen Malus, on whoſe ſhoulders your Officers 
throw the blame of all their..own faults, would 
have found here a ſtronger and warmer ſtuff, of 


which the hoods might have been made at five, 


and twenty, or thirty livres each. Tou tell me 
that you are ſending from Paris, an hundred and 
thirty thouſand pairs of woollen ſtockings. I 
ſhould ſeem, by your preparations, that the French 
army have entered a deſart country in which are 
neither ſhoe-makers, cloth-merchants, nor ſtocking. - 
makers. I know you to be very defirous to furniſh — 
ſufficient ſupplies of neceſſaries to the army under 
my command, and on this ſcore I do you juſtice. 
But, —you have people about you, Who ſtrive only 
W 4A ee 
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to turn your zeal in the duties of your office * 
| 1 their own private profit. | 8 
$4 I repeat what I have already- told you, . 8 not 
N . only might we deal to greater advantage with the: 


4 
l T rich merchants of Belgium, than with the ſpecu-. If 
Is lating adventurers of Paris,—but ſhould we even. 
P4 purchaſe on more diſadvantageous terms from the } 
1 former, —ſtill it would be wiſdom in us, to attach. 
chem to the revolution by the tie af intereſt. We; A 
ö | ſhould alſo have a gain by the voluntary circulation- | 
1 of aſſignats. I therefore declare to you, Citizen 5 
| 1 miniſter, that I will purſue the Auſtrians and the: | 
| 1 French monopoliſts with the ſame determined re- ä 
4 | ſentment. I will not be the Attila, or the ſcourge. | 
* of Belgium. Either the committee of Purchaſes or 
II muſt loſe the battle; for I ſee that upon it de- 

1 


pends tlie fate of theſe fine provinces which I have 
delivered from ſlavery, only to ſubject them to the 5 
yoke of a hated monopoly. ; 
| I have one word more to-ſay to you on the ſubs. 
4 ject of your letter of the 24th. Neither you, nor 
: your committee of Purchaſes have calculated, what 
vas neceſſary for the fubſiſtence of the army, at 
the time when you propoſed to carry away three 
hundred thouſand out of five hundred thouſand 
bags of grain, which, you ſay, the committee of 
Purchaſes have ſecured in this country. You. tell. 
| | mes. 
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me, that there will remain two. hundred thouſand. 
bags for the uſe of this army. 

Know, Citizen-miniſter, that your eſtimate can 


not be tolerably correct, unleſs you reckon to each. 
man a bag in the eth After all the deſertions 


occaſioned by the evil meaſures of your offices, 1 
have ſtill 60,000 men. A fourth goes to the ſup- 


port of the followers of the army. 75, ooo bags 


are therefore wanted for this month, and as much 


for every one of the following months; beſides, 


you may reckon upon my raiſing, before Spring; 
40 or 59 thouſand men in Belgium and Liege; and 
you may calculate 150 thouſand bags in the month 


as the quantity. of grain which will then be wanted: 
It ſhould ſeem, that your terrible committee for 


Purchaſes defire no more than to ſee us deſtitute of 
all reſource, that they may then ſend us back in 
meal from Montmartre, the grain which they have 


previouſly exported out of Belgium. Conſider; 


what an increaſe of expence, muſt be occaſioned, _ 


and to what an uncertainty in-reſpect to the means 
of ſubſiſtence we muſt be reduced—by this infa- 


mous monopoly! I am perſuaded, Citizen-miniſter, 


that you are too honeſt a man, not to be induced 


by this faithful repreſentation of circumſtances, e 


renounce the falſe principle upon which the com- 


bination for Purchaſes has been eſtabliſhed. I ſhall - 


add 


3 
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| add, that, as a Stateſnian,: you cannot but how, : 
Li that what is good for France, (and I am far from J 


1 thinking monopoly go for any country, or in any v 

; eircumſtance,) e anſwer equally for a 1 : N 

| country. | 0 

i 1 1 When I propoſed, that I alone, by the mini- v 

+1 ſtration of my commiſſary-comptroller,. ſhould be - ” 

N : x empovered to negociat- all neceſfary contracts; it t 

1 was not becauſe l had any view to private profit from e 

| | i | ſuch contracts; as any perſon who ſhall have 4 

if the impudence to charge me with ſuch a deſire, Is 

ö i may be convinced, by an examination of thoſe a 

; j contracts which I paſſed : But, I wiſhed that nei- If 

1 tber money, nor ſupplies of any kind ſhould bs 3 4 
exported for our uſe, out of France; ſince the _ 

| ſeat of the war was a country of the greateſt plenty. 7 

and opulence I wiſhed to intereſt the people of | 

the country in the revolution, by the motive of pri- - t 

vate gain to themſelves; I withed, fince it muſt L 

be told, that the whole war might coſt France no- { 

thing; ſince it would be eaſy for me, in accounting " 

with the two nations, to annul the debt in a way ( 

in which both French and Belgians might be ſatis- L 

fied. This I explained. to the Miniſters Claviere .£ 

and Rolland before I left Paris; and if they have L 

not acquainted you with it; they have done wrong. L 


Lou 
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You have diſconcerted all my meaſures by an in- 
judicious parſimony, by a pitiful niggardlineſs, from 
which the nation muſt, in the end ſuffer, and 

which will perhaps prove the ruin of you and your 
offices. When I declared war againſt you, —it 
was not againſt yourſelf perſonally ; but you have 
lent your name to guilty men who have reduced 
the army under my command to the moſt diſtreſsful 
extremities. You have exhibited fal/e fatements to 
the National Convention, and to my Friends. You 
have juſtified yourſelf on paper, becaufe paper bears 
any thing, Bethink yourſelf ere it be abſolutely too 
late; otherwiſe you make yourſelf reſponſible. for 
our loſs of time, and for the ruin of a victorious army. 
| have yet a ſtronger imputation to lay againſt 
- you, of which I know not how you will be able to 
clear yourſelf, It is in reſpect to the direction of. 
the Armies. — Your colleague Rolland was againſt 
my having the conduct of the war. He wrote me 
ſo himſelf; and I have his letter in my poſſeſſion. 
' —You wrote for my advice relative to the plans of. 
Cuſtine; T ſent it you: You wrote, in return, that 
it had your approbation: And yet, by your orders. 
to Beurnonville, and by your laſt letters to myſelf, 
it ſhould ſeem that you have adopted a plan direct= 
ly oppoſite to mine. Frankfort has been taken by 
the. Germans, by affault,—I hear; whether this 


news 
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news be true or falfe, it 1s at leaſt certain, that cuſ⸗ 


tine is in difficulties. Le Brun writes me, of the 
Zoth date, that he is very uneaſy abont him. It 
is certain, that the enormous errour of not taking 
Coblentz, may coft us all our paſt ſucceſs in the 


war; as there is now no point for the combination 
of the army of Alſace and that of Belgium; and 
becauſe the enemy, being maſters of Luxemburgh, 
and of the courſe of the Moſelle, from its conflu- 


ence—to Thionville, may either in a body, or in 


| ſeparate detachments, attack the flanks of my ar- 


my, by the way of the Meuſe, —or the departments: 
into which they formerly carried the war, and which 
E by a wonderful fortune ſaved,---or what was for- 
merly called the Biſhopricks and Lorraine. 

For theſe things, Citizen-miniſter, I have as juſt 
reaſon to blame you, as for the diſorganization of 


the army in Belgium. You will an{wer, that you 


are not a military man; but this excuſe cannot a- 


vail you; you ſhould either not have aſked my ad- 


vice, or have followed it. You and your colleagues 
have committed an irreparable errour. I know 


the virtue of Citizen Rolland. When you read to 


him my letter, in the Council, he will then be ſen- 


fible, what harm has been done to the Republic, 
by his narrow ſuſpicions of a victorious general, 


and his pretended auſterity in re} your to my morals. 
Neither. 


"Ws | 
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me 179 
Neither ſuch pitiful virtues as he prizes, nor thoſe 
mean ſuſpicions which he indulges,---are fit engines 
for conducting the public affairs of a great nation. Al 
thoſe precautions which have been employed againſt 
me, were ſufficiently proper in dealing with ſuch a 
paltry ambitious intriguer, as La Fayette. But, diſ- 
tinctions are to be made between the characters of 
different men; and circumſtances are to be conſi- 
dered. I complain that, in the preſent inſtance, 
this has not been done; yet, not on my account, 
but, becauſe the conſequences have been dangerous 
and unfortunate to the Commonwealth. 

I write, without peeviſhneſs, without any pique 
againſt you perſonally, but with all that indigna- 
tion which a true republican ought to feel at ſeeing 
the alarming fituation to which you have reduced 
the armies of the Republic, and by conſequence, the 
whole nation. I ſend no copy of this letter to the 
National Convention. But, if you perſiſt in repre- 
ſenting me as a ſoldier furrounded with raſcals, or a 
raſcal himſelf; I declare that I will print my letters, 
without mutilation or alteration, ſuch as is made 
on thoſe copies of them, which are printed in pub- 
lic papers, ſtamped with the National ſeal, namely, 
the Gazette of France. the Journal of the D 
and the en of the en Conuentiun. 


g 


is BETWEEN. 
Sacrifice three or four impudent and worthlefs 
Clerks belonging to your offices, who, on pretence 
of manly freedom of ſpirit, vomit out in a tone of 
brutality, the baſeſt calumnies and falfehoods. Sa- 
crifice your Committee for Purchaſes which will at 
laſt ruin yourſelf, and which, whatever yon may 
ſay of it, is inevitably ruinous. I will then acknow. | 
ledge you to be a truly good man; and your er- 
rours not to have originated with yourſeH. 
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LETTER XXVII. zen 
From Pache M iniſter at M. ar, to Dumourier. 5 


'S 4 2 2 Paris, Dec. 55 1 792. Firſt year of the French Republic, 
1 GENERAL, 8 Were e 
1 | Your letter of the 2d inſtant, ſhews you to t 
42 be egregiouſly miſtaken in reſpect to the ſimpleſt t 
= -fatts,---and lets me fee the motives of your oppoſt- 1 
4 tion to the tranſactions of the Board of Purchaſes 5 
5 in Belgium. You call them a Company of Monopo- 
| lift; and pains have been taken to repreſent them 
| ins this light to the People of Belgium. 1 thought, 
= that my letter of the 11th, acquainting you with 
= the reaſons, in conſideration of which this Board 
W was inſtituted, might have made you judge of them 
1 more correctly. Monopoliſts buy, to ſell again; 
e | „ the 
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che Board buy only for the immediate ſupply of the 


republic. The Board are ſolely and ſpecially char- 


ged with all purchaſes of articles of ſuhſiſtemd 


needed by the armies, by the navy, or in the great 
towns. The miniſters of the three Departments 
agreed in this deſign, in order to put an end tp 
that competition of their different Agents, which 
expoſed the nation to buy at an advanced price, 


and left each of the three Departments liable to be 


in want, while the others had more than enough. 


The purchaſes made by the Board in the Depart- 


ment of the North, compared with the contracts 
of Comptroller Malus, ſhew clearly the advantage 
of the Board's tranſactions, to the public treaſury, 
They who have an intereſt in thoſe contracts, are 
alſo concerned to miſlead public opinion in reſpect 


to this eſtabliſhment. I am ſurprized and grieved, 
that you yourſelf, General, ſhould have been im- 


poſed upon by ſuch calumnies, which derive new 
authority from being adopted by you. 
Lou expreſs ſurpriſe, that I ſhould have dts 


| termined upon ſending meal and flour from France, 


at a great expence, rather than abide by the con- | 
tracts which had been made to ſecure ſupplies ... . . | 


Thus, ſay you, may an excluſive company make 
vaſt profits, by carrying graig from North to South, 
and bringing it back from. South to North again.” 


Q- | TW. 
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The Company of whom you here complain, is 


that under the direction of Doumerc, whom you 


have deſired. to maintain in office, not the Board 


for Purchaſes. The Agents for furniſhing ſublitt- 
ence to the Army, have been continued in employ. 


ment, and intruſted with the care of carrying and 
diſtributing the commodities bought by the Com- 
mittee of Purchaſes. Of the truth of this aſſer- 
tion, you may be convinced by inſpecting the ſub- 
joined copy of a ſtatement which I have obtained 


from them, of the quantities of grain and flour 


which I know them to have carried from Paris, 


ſince the iſt of November, to places in the Depart- 


ment of the North, and in Belgium. For theſe 
carriages they received no orders from others. 
Money has been withheld from the Agency for 
proviſions and forage,—an act of which you com- 
plain „only in obedience to the decree of the Con- 
vention paſſed on the 19th of September laſt. It 
is my duty to execute the Law, and at the ſame 
time to take meaſures for ſecuring adequate ſupplies 


to the armies. I have therefore agreed with the 


Agency for Proviſion, under the direction of Dou- 


merc, that all ſums neceſlary for the purpoſes of 
their Agency, ſhall be received, upon the order of 


a Commiſſary at war, from the Paymaſters-general 
of the National Treaſury, either at the armies, or 


C2 
CC 
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in the towns where theſe paymaſters may be ſtation- 
ed. I have likewiſe determined, that, for current 
expences, certain ſums, ſhall be intruſted to the four 
principal members of the Agency, for which they 
{hall be accountable, once a month. The Agency 
have not yet communicated-to me a ſtatement of 
their wants. You ſee, then, that I have not obeyed 
the decree for withholding the money formerly if- 
ſued to the Agency, without taking meaſures at the 
| ſame time, to prevent the ſervice from ſuffering by it. 
I ſent an anſwer, on the 34 of this month, to 
your requeſt of proviſions and forage. You muſt, 
by this time, have received my letters, and may 
now be _ as to the * fupply of ee to rn. 
| =_ e I 
bh Ria Min if at War ar. 
N 8. 1 1 te to the National Treaſury, an 
extract of that part of your letter, in which it is 
concerned; deſiring that you may be furniſnec 
with all ſums neceſſary for the uſe of the army. 


1 8 * 4 * 
1 . 7 2 
4 4 EY 
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INFORMATION required by the letter of the Miniſter 
at War, of the evening of the 3d of December, 
ſtating the quantities of grain, raw or ground, 
which, have been conveyed, between the iſt of | 
November and. the 3d of December, — from the 
Q 2 magazines 


Z I 
* R 
= 8 
i "7 
. "% 
RAC” 
3 + > 
k 
I . 
4 Z > # 
+. 23 
_ 
E 2-7 
1 
k a 
3 
F : 
4 
* 
i * 
1 
248 
Fe 
1 
"Yi . 
ER, 
H 4 1 o 
Py 
. 
> wb 
4% 
: WNT - 
* 
P os 
I t 
_ 
'' 
f r 
: + 
[3 £ ; 
+18 
k 1 = 
1 
3 5 
5 wi 
» 23 * 
5 x8 
: 3&5 
: 2 
r 
1 
IE 
WS 
9. 
* 
I i R 
. 11 
1 
_© + 4 
q * 
1 
1 
r 
7. * 7 
. 7 N 9 
5 2 . 
7 
11 4 
* a 
Fs . 
IF 
s IM & 
„ 
© 880 
TS 
1 
42: 8 
E 1 
3 
1 bs 
„ 
3 
£ Th 2 
% . 
- 8 
2 is 
* 3 
+ 
1 
_ 
9 5 It 
8 . 
- 2 1 
1 
_ +: uy » 
= 23S ' 
3: 1: 
: 
TS: ; 
v 4 nd 4 
1 
a - EE 
7X 
* N F 
J 1 
— 
_ 
_ 
uf 
4 
2 ® 
hes * . 2 
4 77 
3 10 
+" #24 
. : = 
. 
_ 
. 
— . A, 
273. 
i" . 
19 z 
1 
1 * 
D 
= * b 
1 
OT 
bs . 
1 
53 2.58 
2 = > 
—_— 
. 
r 
7 * 
37 
- FE 
4 © 
£5 
7 3 
4 4 4 * 
by — 
+ 
0 * 
i : 
* . 
VF f 
+ . 
4 * 
47 4 YH 
i * J. " 
2 4 7 * 
oY 


+ * — 
7 8 * 
R N 4 * 
Led Nc 
8 
- LY Se. a 
* 


7 * 
2 8 
* Tx NI 
* 2 * * 
3 


magazines at Pontoiſe, and in the neighbourhood 
of Paris, to magazines, at the places afternamed, 


in Belgium, i in the Department of the North, or en . 
the e ehither. 


— 


v. 


e 17 eee 


K 
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From which. | TS Thi lent. Grain and Floor. 
Valenciennes 416 Ct. 
Lille - % 300 


Compiegnes - 1000 
Alfort« at; Valenciennes, 3 493011 2 
or beil. "3 Compeigne „ 2. 1299; g . 
-e. „„ 
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* Of this 4310 Coy. tent to n 90 


were detained at Mons, and 62 at Maubèuge, by 


the keeper of the e of the former of theſe 
laces. 1... EE 


+ There has . no Fee ſent five St 3 


ro the North fince the uſt of November. 


| General | Obſervation. 
Tres proviſions were intended to ſupply the 
magazines for the uſe of the army of the North. — 


in order to the maintenance of the troops daily re- 


pairing thither, to augment the army. 


Paris, Dec. 4, 1792, firſt year of the Republic: 11 in the morning. 
{ Signed ) MONMERQUE, RAUCIMVILLE, DOUMERC, 
DEskOocRERS, Agents for Proviſions to the Army. 


8 „ rue copy. PACHE. 
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LETTER 


To 3 M — at ; Wa ar- 


December 8, 1793. Firſt year of the Republ * 


1 TRANSMIT), Citizen-miniſter, to he Commit 
faries of the National Convention, your letter of 
the 5th of December, containing your deciſion re- 
ſpecting Colonels Ocomorgan and Laroque. The 
Citizens Commiſſaries being on the ſpot, will be 
able to ſatisfy the Convention concerning the degree 
of credit which may be due to my remonſtrance. 

In your deeiſion concerning Colonel. Lagrange,, 
you ſeem to think, that I have fall.) nto a piece 
of ſelf. contradiction; hecauſe the paper of miniſter” 
Servan, dated. on the 12th of October bears, that 
this diſpoſition was made at my requeſt. If ſuch a 
requeſt there be, it muſk be expreſſed in a letter; 
produce the letter; and I ſhall then acknowledge 
myſelf to have done wrong in making the requeſt- 
But, I muſt ſtill inſiſt on the juſtice of my remon-- 
ſtrance; and on the diſcouragement which your 
arrangement would produce in the army. 1 ſhalb | 
add, as to the ſixth regiment of huſſars, that Colo- 
nel Lagrange has formally declined his appoint- 
ment, in favour of Citizen Kilmaine, and muſt, con- 
9 ntly remain at the head of the ſixth regiments 
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of dragoons and that Citizen Tilly, for his part, 
agrees to this arrangement, on condition, that, 
without injury to his own advancement, he may 
ſerve as Colonel aide-de-camp ſupernumerary---to 
me, without appointments. Nothing can be eaſier | 
The adjunct to the ſtaff, who was formerly a 
dancer in the company of Nicolet, is named Moras, 
I know not, what other claims he may have pro- 
duced. You will act in e to him, as vo 

ſhall think beſt. i 


, | 
N | a 
TE 
oh Pache, Minifter at War. 
Dee. 8, 1792.— Firſt year of t the Republic, 


Mx former diſpatches, Citizen-miniſter, particu- 
larly that of yeſterday, leave me nothing to add, in 
order to prove that you, not J, are in an errour con- 
cerning the committee for Purchaſes. Beſides, that 
committee appears to go beyond the original intention 
of its inſtitution, when its cares and management 
are extended to forage, and, no doubt, to many 
things elle. It is the buſineſs of Commiſſary Ma- 
lus to defend his own contracts; and I thould think, 


he may eaſil) proves that although dearer at the 
firſt 
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| firſt purchaſe, they proved cheaper by the goodneſs 
of the commatlities. Here lies the e ſecret of en- 
ram! 

As to the agency under the direction of Dou- 
merc, which you conſider me as regretting—1 muſt 
allow that they ſerved the army very well within 
France. But, if you had read my letters with ſuf- 
ficient attention, you would have perceived, that, 
without wiſhing to derange their direction or atl- 
miniſtration; I was however of opinion, that good 
policy required the contracts to be made in the 
very country in which the proviſions were to be | 
uſed,—and not by a French company. I have ex- 
plained myſelf on this head at ſufficient Lap nd 
be perfectly underſtood. | 

If the Doumerc agency have executed the tranſ- 
ference and diſtribution of commodities bought by 
the committee; they muſt firſt have received your 
orders. Whatever therefore may be to be diſproved, 
cannot fall upon them. | Beſides, in the paper 

which you have ſent me, I ſee only one convoy 
ſent into the departments of the Oiſe, of the North, 
and of the Aiſne, which have ron in common 
with Belgium. 

As to the ſuppreſſion of the agency-money- 
cheſts ; poſſibly you may not have literally obeyed 

the decree of the Ft of September ; yet the agen- 
| | cies 
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cies are rendered incapable of the due diſcharge of 
their functions, in conſequence of being forbidden 
by you, to make uſe of the money in their hands. 

Let us leave this petty ſkirmiſhing, and come 
to matters of fact. You have adopted a new ſyſ- 


tem for purchaſes, which I have more reaſon, than 


any one elſe, to think impolitic. Lou have deſ- 
troyed all the activity of this ſyſtem, and have pro- 
hibited the Commiſſary-comptroller ſent to me, 
from negociating any contracts. Your Board for 
Purchaſes, or rather Company of Buyers, are not to 
deliver, and make no. preparations to deliver, be- 
fore the firſt of January. You have made no pro- 
viſion for the interval of nearly two months, inter- 


vening between the termination of the Old and. 


the commencement of the New ſyſtem of agen- 


cy. The army are {porting for N and can- 


not advance. 


You tell me, that you made anſwer on. the 3d, 8 


to my demands for victuals and forage; that I muſt 


have received your letters; and that I muſt be, by 


this time, eaſiy on the ſcore of proviſions to the ar- 
my under my command. The report of the com- 
miſſaries will beſt ſatisfy you, as to theſe things. 

1 At laſt, on the evening of yeſterday, December 
Ith, an Agent from the National Treaſury, arrived 


here. He brings 500,000 livres, and ſays that the 


national. 
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national t;caſury has already diſburſed 6,000,000 
for the ſervice of the armies in the North. Of 
this it is the duty of the Commiſſaries to ſatisfy them- 
ſelves. I know, that 5 had not a ſol . Te 
| morning. 


— 


reren VII. | 


>», ele n 


bn . u r ar us] 7 General Diemourier. 


3 


is 


Paris, Dec. 6, 250m Firſt i thi Republic.) 
I nave communicated, General, to the Executive 
Council, your diſpatch of the 3oth of November; 
and have been by them directed to n to you: 
the reſult of their deliberations. 
When the, proviſionary executive council deter- 
mined that the Armies of the Republic ſhould not 
lay down their arms, till after repulſing our ene- 
mies beyond the Rhine, their firſt object was, to 
remove the war out of the French territories, to 
protect theſe by a barrier ſo ſecure as the Rhine, 
and thus to form a ſort of fortified frontier between 
the free members and allies of the French Repub- 
lic, —and thoſe whom the Princes of men my 
arm n againſt us. 
| Theſe 
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Theſe conſiderations have not been weakened by 
any thing that has ſince enſued. 


The Pruſſian army has ſuffered a great deal, but 5 


is not completely deſtroyed. 


The king of Pruſſia is not detached from his 


Ally; ; nor has he returned to Berlin. He has 
drawn reinforcements from the heart of his domi- 
nions; and a Pruſſian army, already more nume- 
rous than that of the Republic, and daily augment- 
ed, appears in the vicinity of Coblentz and Mentz, 
The Auſtrians, although routed, and greatly re- 
duced in Belgium, yet not abſolutely ruined, have 
forces on the Rhine, equal to any which Biron has, 


to oppoſe to them. On the Moſelle, they are 
equal to Beurnonville, and may be, at any time re- 
inforced by the Pruſſians. For the Pruſſians are 


ſo greatly ſuperior to Cuſtine, as to be, at any time 


able to drive him back over the Rhine, — to break 


down, in the ſpite of him the bridge of Mentz,--- 
and to aſſiſt the Auſtrians in the defence of the. 
Moſelle. Above Mentz, the Germans are in poſ- 


ſeſſion of Manheim, -- under Coblentz, they have 


Ehrenbreintein and all the lower Rhine, by which 
they are abundantly ſupplied with proviſions. 
If the army in Belgium, therefore, ſhould pro- 


ceed againſt Holland, and not croſs the Meuſe; the 


Auſtrians will be able to fall upon Beurnonville, 


and 


. 
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and oblige him to abandon entirely the banks of 
the Moſelle. They may then Join the Pruſſians, 
and force Cuſtine to abandon Mentz ; upon which 
they will either bombard-or beſiege that place: And 
contrary to the expectations of all France; the next 
campaign mult be opened upon our own frontiers. 
To enlarge the line of our frontier to an extent 
ſo immenſe, would prove favourable to our enemies, 
It is not the buſineſs of the Miniſter at war, to 
enter into conſiderations of a different nature. 
For theſe reaſons, General, the Council have 
reſolved to abide by their former determination. 
They have decided, that, as a meaſure of urgent 
neceſſity, which muſt precede your propoſed expe- 
dition into Holland ou ſhall direct the three co- 
lumns of the army under your command, to act 
in ſuch a manner, as you ſhall judge the moſt pro- 
per to expel the Auſtrians out of the country, I- 
ing between the Meuſe, the Moſelle, and the 
the Rhine; and that you particularly direct the co- 
lumn acting on your right, to ſupport the opera- 
tions of Beurnonville on the Moſelle, which he 
daily calls for. | 
I learn that the Pruſſians habe but little force i in 
the duchies of Gueldre and n | 
. Ong 3 PACHE. 
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From Dumourier to TIER Packe. e 

— 5. 250 2—Fuf year of the Republic 

Your diſpatch of the 6th, Citizen-miniſter com- 
municates a deciſion of the Executive Power, of 
conſequences ſo important and unpromiſing, that 
J cannot think of its execution, without ſhuddering 
at the dangers which attend it,—and without uſing 
all means to fave myſelf from being reſponſible for 


them, by requiring, as a preliminary condition, 


that a Council of war be held, conſiſting of expe- 
rienced generals, ſuch as Kellermann, Berruyer, 


and others, to. examine, on the one hand, your 


diſpatch, and on the other, what I have to ſay a- 
gainſt the execution of it. The ſafety of the re- 
public, and the ruin or preſervation of our armies 
are directly, and immediately concerned in the 


queſtion. No human concern, then, ſhall check 


me from declaring my mind. Beſides, your diſ- 
patch contains the decifion of a council of ſix mini- 


ſters: but is not formal: and I have a right to diſ- 


cuſs it, before J undertake its execution. 
Beſides, although I were willing blindly to obey 
the deciſion of the Council, I could not yet, for 
ſome days, on account of the miſerable ſtate to which 
8 the 


DU 
| he army has been reduced, and our total want of 
means for ſubſiſtence. The commiſſaries of the 


National Convention are ſo ſenſible of the impoſ- 7 
ſibility of my executing what you command, for 


want of proviſions, — the only concern belonging to 
them, or in which they intermeddle,—that they 
have determined to ſend their Preſident, Citizen 
Camus, to explain to the Convention, the circum- 
ſtances of diſtreſs in which they ſee the army. 
After undeceiving the Convention, he is to receive 


their orders, and procure all decrees neceſſary to 
prevent the entire ruin of this army, which is faſt 
enſuing from the unhappy operations of your Of- 
fices. It is truly fortunate, that the National Con- 
vention have wiſely ſent Commiſſaries, to judge 
between the contradictory aſſertions made by you 


and me. For, vou have ſtill produced ſtatements 


which ſhewed as if we had abundance of every 
thing 3 while I have as conſtantly remonſtrated, 


that we were in abſolute want. 


Citizen Camus will be — PEE e | 
Thowenot, who is at the head of my Staff. Officers; ; 
and who has orders from me, to explain to you 


in detail any particulars which, may be too lightly 
touched upon, in a letter ſo haſtily Written, as my 
preſent anſwer to 8 diſpatch. 
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Wren the proviſionary Executive Council deter- 


mined that the armies of the Republic ſhould not | 


lay down their arms till our enemies ſhould have 
- been repulſed to the other fide of the Rhine ; their 


firſt object, was to remove the war out of the ter- 


ritories of France, to protect France by a barrier 
ſo ſecure as the Rhine, —and to form a ſort of for- 
| tified frontier between thoſe people who are free, 
and thoſe whom the Princes of ee may till 
arm againſt us. | 


Theſe confderatiode have nö been weakened 


by any thing that has firfte happened. 

The Pruſſian army has ſuffered greatly, but is 
not entirely deſtroyed. The king of Pruſſia is not 
/ detached from his Ally. He has not returned to 


Berlin. He has drawn reinforcements from the 


heart of his dominions. A Pruffian army, already 


more numerous than that of the Republic, and daily 


augmented, has made its appearance in the vicinity 
of Coblentz and Mentz. | | 
The Auſtrians, routed and greatly redated: in 


Belgium, yet not entirely cut off, have forces on 
the Rhine, equal to any that Biron has? to oppoſe 


to them. On the Moſelle, they are equal to 
Beurnonville, and may be reinforced at any time, 


by 


tl 


" of 
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by the Pruffians. The Pruſſians, being ſuperior | 
to Cuſtine, may at the fame time, oblige him to repaſs : 1 
the Rhine, — break down the bridge of mee, l 
and aſſiſt the Auſtrians to defend the Moſelle. 
Above Menta, the Germans are in poſſeſſion of 
Manheim; under Coblentz, they have Ehrenbein- 
tein, and all the Lower Rhine, from which. they 
are abundantly ſupplied with proviſions. - 
It is not the duty of the miniſter at war to dif 
cuſs conſiderations which fall not within his pro- 
vince in the miniſtry. 8 
Theſe different reaſons have — the Bre- 
cutive Council to adhere to their former determi- 
nation. They have reſolved upon it, as a meaſure 
indiſpenſibly neceſſary, that you ſhall direct the 
three columns of the army under your command, 
in ſuch a manner, as you ſhall judge, the fitteſt to 
drive the Auſtrians out of the country between the 
Meuſe, the Moſelle, and the Rhine; and particular 
ly, that you ſhall ſo direct the operations of the 
column acting on your Right, that they may ſup- 
port Beurnonville on the Moſelle which 15 daily 
calls for. | ö 


ANSWER To IT. 


Tuxx ſhould then have confined. the operations- 
'of thei armies to the WW of. all the fortified. 
R 2 3 places 
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Weben on this ſide of the Rhine; and ſhould hs” 


cially have ordered Cuſtine to make himſelf maſter 
of Coblentz. He ſhould have been prohibited from 
croſſing the Rhine, proceeding to Frankfort, and ad- 
vancing into the heart of Germany. He ſhould have 
been ordered to repaſs the Rhine ſpeedily. And 


inſtead of Beurnonville being ordered to join him, 


he himſelf,” fhould have been ordered to join Beur- 
nonville between the Rhine and the Moſelle. Their 
two diviſions united, might then, at leaſt have ta- 
ken Treves; and with the reinforcements of the 
army of Biron, and ſuch others as might have been 
ſent to them from the i interior Departments; they 
might have beſieged the Pruffians in Coblentz,--- 


a poſition not at all ' favourable to an army, that. 


has two rivers at its back, and no recourſe for a 


retreat. We might then have had the Rhine for 


4 Waden ten the Executive Power ſay that they 
projected. . I am the rather induced to think, 


CitizenMinfter, that this might have been accom- 


| pliſhed;z becauſe, upon being conſulted by vou, 


I gave my advice to this purpoſe, in a letter of the 


10th of November; and you wrote me, in anſwer, 
that you were of my mind. I demand that this 
letter be produced ir in the Council of war, as allo 
my letter of the th of November, in which L blame 
322 8 1 | : Non 


( 


F 
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you for following a ſyſtem. « of n diregtly cons” 
trary. 

The conft denden are nin the fame; 15 N cir- 
cumſtances which I well foreſaw, and foretold, now 
render it impoſſible for us to make ourſelves maſters 
of the courſe of the Rhine, this- . It 
were folly to attempt it. | 
An army is not to be mowed down like a meadow,- _ 
The king of Pruſſia was willing, to forſake his Al. 
ly, and retire to Berlin, had not we ſo furiouſly = 
g purfued him beyond the Rhine. His vanity has 
ben offended ; and he has ſent for reinforcements, 
to ſave his army. Had Cuſtine been ordered to 
repaſs the Rhine, nothing of all this could have 
happened; while Cuſtine was: proceeding to act 
againſt Marburgh,—the Pruſſians have given him 
the ſlip, and have come in great force to Coblentz. 
The Auſtrians have not been entirely cut off in 
Belgium, becauſe I could not purſue them quickly” 
enough, for want of means for ſubſiſtence; by 
which I loſt twenty: days, as is explained in ny” 
diſpatches of the 7th and 8th of December. = 
Cüſtine ought not to wait till the Pruſſians force 
him to repaſs the Rhine; but to break down the 
bridge of Mentz himſelf, to throw a ſufficient 
garriſon into the town, and then to join Beur- 
nonville, that khey may together. take Treves, , 
9 Ky; 1 and 


42.8 
'7 6 
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and maſque Coblentz, if not ſufficiently rang, to 


attack it. V | * 


This proves, that we ſhould thi 9 
to take Coblentz, than ſend Cuſtine, in purſuit of 


ad ventures, beyond the Rhine. It proves alſo, 


that the only wiſe part we can take, is, to make 
Cuſtine ſave himſelf by repaſſingthe Rhine as ſpeedi- 


ly as poſſible; if it be not already to olate. It proves 


that my army is not to be diſorganiſed; - becauſe! 
might have had time entirely to dif) perſe the Auſtrian 


army to march along the left bank of the Rhine, 


by Cologne, Bonn, and Coblentz; to cut of the 
communication between the Duchy of Luxembirgh - 


and Germany to relieve Beurnonville, and ſave 
Cuſtine. It proved that the failure of the cam- 


paign is owing to the diſregard of my plan. 


FF n ͤ ê ò»Fn!? 4.1, > 


When the Miniſter at war takes upon him, to 


tranſmit the reſult of the deliberations of the Exe- 
cutive Council, upon a plan propoſed by me, and 
explained in every different point of view: It is 
then his duty to explain to me, every different 


conſideration that ne in directing the de- 


. 


The former determination of ha. . 


which it ſtill adheres, was, to poſſeſs ourſelves of 
: the whole banks of the * and to make it the 
FI 1 | boundary 


2 C 
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boundary of our. offenſive operations. The preſs 
ſing meaſure, therefore, is, to take Coblentzi - 

As to driving the Auſtrians. out of the country 
between the Meuſe, the Moſelle, and the Rhine; 
this is impoſſible ; for it would then be neceſfary 
to take Luxemburgh, the ſtrongeſt fortified place 
in Europe; near which is an army which you yours 
ſelf have ſaid to be ſtronger than that of General 
Beurnonville.. And can you, on the-6th of De- 
cember, after reducing my army to that diſtreſs 
which will be repreſented to you, by Citizen Camus, TO 
propoſe-to me, ſuch a wild enterprize ? View the | 
map from the frontier of Holland, to the conflu- 
ence of the Moſelle !. What an extent of country is 
it, you require me to traverſe with an army, ill- 
clad, ill-fed, without magazines, and without any 
means for conveying the heavy artillery neceſſary to 
the ſiege, firſt of Cleves, and then of Luxemburgh, 
with an army never more than 60,000 men, now- 
reduced to 30, or at the moſt 40, ooo] When I 
fall have put garriſons 1 in theſe different places, i in 
a country in which proviſions are ſcarce, carriages _ 
not to be had in this ſeaſon of the year; I muſt 
then carry every thing along with me, without ha- 
ving it in my power t6 eſtabliſh magazines, with- 
out rivers or canals to facilitate conveyance ; drag- 
ging along a heavy artillery, not to be moved by 
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fewer than 8000 horſes; advancing to meet ene. 


mies more numerous than we, and poſted in the 


foreſts, and on the hills; unable to march farther 


than two or three leagues in the day; having be- 


fore me the proſpect of periſhing for hunger, and 
and being left perhaps, with my army at the diſ- 


cretion of the enemy and the peaſants; without any. 


outlet for retreat, in the caſe of misfortune, except 
through the dreadful defiles of the Ardennes; a- 
bandoning Belgium, and loſing all Be fruits of a 
glorious campaign, — and an army which, againſt 
andther campaign, the republic will not OY re- 
Place. n | 

'T he caſe would be ill hoe; ifT mould divide: 
my army, and ſend Valence alone to attack Luxem- 
burgb, while it is defended by a greater number of 
troops, than be has under his command! 

No, Citizen-miniſter, I will not Andertuke the 


execution of a plan ſo ruinous to the republic. 1 


ſhould think myſelf highly culpable, were I to he- 
ſtate between acquainting you with its dangers, 
and attempting. its. accompliſhment. n 
//%%%õ˙ĩ5¹G ]]) OP ITT COD 

Above all, Citizen-miniſter;” I declare to you, . 
chat the troops, aſter what they have ſuffered, are 
abſolutely diſpirited, and their diſtreſs has diſſolved 


all. diſcipline. Want of proviſions alone, and the 


— N | general: 


* 
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3 confuſion prevalent through all parts of the 
Agency, render it impoffible for us to remain longer 
in our tents. If tlie army be not inſtantly canton= 


cd, it will, within fifteen days, ceaſe to be an army. 


Let the ſoldiers reſt for a month in their canton 
ments: ſend me back Commiſſary-comptroller Ma- 
lus, who fully merits my confidence: Let all ar- 


ticles of ſubſiſtence to the army be ſecured by an 
arrangement at once certain for us, and ſo advan- 


tageous to the People of the Country, as to intereſt 


them in the revolution, and in our ſucceſs: Let 


Belgium be ſo organized, that it may furniſh me 
with a corps of at leaſt twenty thouſand infantry” 
Give me my own terms as to the political arrange 
ments of theſe countries, and as to all matters re- 
ſpedting my army — 1 will, then; after a month 
or ſix weeks reſt, even. in the midſt of froſts and 
ſows, proſecute any reaſonable plan. The errours 
which have been committed, {hall be repaired; 
but not by impoffible projects, which would 1800 
to their execution at leaſt ſix months of time. 
an army, twice as great as mine,—magazines previs 


_ ouſly eſtabliſhed upon all our. frontiers, and a 
great deal of money. But, money, thus employed, 


would be egregiouſly miſpent; for, it we ce folly, 
to undertake the fiege of Luxemburgh, i in any. [ear 
fon, before maſtering the e courſe of the Rhine, in 


oo 


order. 
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order to 5 it by famine, and Jevring it of all 


poſſibility of relief. „ LT * 
% * * V 6 


I owe to my country, the repreſentation of the 


truth. I proteſt againſt the decree of the Council, 
as wild and chimerical. If the Council ſtill perſiſt 


in their opinion, they cannot think of employing 
me in the execution of the enterprize. I am far 
from deſigning to ſacrifice either Beurnonville or 
Caſtine. Their dangers will be at an end, aſſoon 
as they ſhall have effected a junction with one ano- 


ther between the Rhine and the Moſelle. 


JJ ͤ ͤ ᷣ ͤ „1 


Letter from 8 to the Commiſſaric if the 
hp National Convention. : 


Dec. 10, 1793.—Firſt year of the Republie, 


DAY after day, Citizens-commiſſaries, you your- 


elves behold my army melt away. I cannot ex- 
preſs the onilt of thoſe men, who, under the feign- 


ed pretext of ceconomy, broke thoſe contracts 
which you have found it neceflary to renew, and 


by which alone, we are ſcantily ſubſiſted from day. 
today. 'An expence of many millions will hardly 


repair the damage 89 has been done. 1 ſend. 
18 | | vou, 
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you, ſubjoined, a note which I have received con- 
cerning the horſes for the carriage of the heavy ar- 
tillery; and with it, a letter from Commiſſary Lam- 
bert. You have not thought proper to take upon 
you, to authorize the Commiſſary-comptroller, to 

pay in ready money, the bills of delivery upon the | 
contract of Ketin. That contract becomes, of con- 2 9 | 
ſequence, illuſory and void. No better proof can 
be aſked, to ſhew, that the contract with E 
Simon was neceſſary and profitable. | 
In your deciſion of yeſterday, which you com- 
mitted to Citizen Camus, to be, by him, commu- 
nicated to the Convention, you have determined 
that it ought not to be left to me, to contract for 
ſupplies to the army, at my pleaſure. In the main 
ſenſe of this propoſition, I agree with you. I have 
made no contracts, and never ſhould make any, 
although authorized and ordered ſo to do, by the 
National Convention and the Miniſter. But, I 
ought not to have been deprived of my commiſſa- 
ries-comptrollers, by falſe accuſations, and in order 
to favour the tyranny of a committee for Purchaſes; | 
at a time when thoſe commiſſaries had employed 
the wiſeſt and moſt prudent meaſures for furniſn- 
ing the army with the requiſite ſupplies for the ; 
continuance of! its operations ; 3 and when it has been 
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6d that the Committee have taken no deb 


whatever, towards the maintenance of the army. 
demand juſtice upon the crime which they have 


| committed againſt the Nation, — by reducing this 
unfortunate army to a condition miore miſerable 


than if we. had been continually defeated ; and by 
depriving us, .through an infamous monopolizing 
ſyſtem, of the immenſe reſources of all — which 
Beleirm might have afford. 


| Lach day, our condition becomes more diſtreſs. | 
ful. What. ſhall I do with my heavy artillery ? 
Who will find me horſes? What ſhall I do with 
the army itſelf, without ſtraw, tents, (except ſuch 
as are torn and tattered) coats, breeches, or ſhoes, 
for preſent uſe? Think you, that I can command 
the ſoldiers to march? Or, am I not ſufficiently 
authorized by circumſtances, to place them in can- 

tonments, till 1 ſhall receive ſupplies of all ſorts, 


and orders either directly from the National Con- 


vention, —or from the Executive Power, after it 
| ſhall have been cleared of that vermin in the Public 


Offices, by whom it is deceived, and of that Board 
of Purchaſes, by which it has been miſled into « er- 


rours highly criminal? 
Conſider my letter, Citizens. commiſſaries, and 

give me an anſwer in writing. It Is; as I think, 

En that we ſhould remain long in doubt 


concerning 


* 
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concerning the military arrangements now proper 
for me to make. Eight days muſt paſs before we 
can have news from Citizens Camus and 'Thowenot. 
Eight days hence, theſe meaſures may be perhaps 
too late; our ills may be then at their height. The 
whole army, as well as I, have hopes in the wiſ-_ 
dom and prudence of the National Convention. 
Being on the ſpot, it is your duty, not merely to 
enquire into circumſtances; but to do what the 
National Convention would itſelf do, —if near us, 
— and if it could give its orders with ſufficient 
promptitude, to ſupply our wants, and to reſtore 
the Agency which has been diſſolved by the Mini- 
ſter at war. His Offices, and the committee of 
Purchaſes have indeed miſled him to iſſue the moſt 
abſurd and criminal orders. The former ſupplies 
of the army have been withheld ſince the middle 
of November; but, we are to receive no ſupplies 
from the Committee of Purchaſes, till the firſt of - 
January next. | 


3 = Letter 
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Y: le⸗ 
it Letter from General Dumourier, to the Preſi dent f the 52 
1 National Convention. 

. 5 Liege, Dec. 11. Firn year of 1 e Reput lic, 3 
+ OL 
ih | Crrrzna-ParsmmenT, 8 Ct 
N ; THE arrival of Citizens Camus and Thowe- th 
jt not, with the papers which they would produce, ra 
1 muſt have ſatisfied the National Convention of the PC 
1 juſtice of my complaints. In the letter which 1 7 
ii had the honour to write to you, on the 3oth of of 
ik | November; I informed the Convention, that if 

i they ſhould find that Citizen Malus had done ce 
if wrong in negociating certain contracts; the fault o 
1 | was mine, becauſe I had given him orders ſo to do. ” 
ir learn that after hearing the defence of Citizens : 
ij Malus and d' Eſpagnac, a miſtaken uſe was made Pl 
1 of my letter of the 2d of December; which, as it by 
8 proved the wants of the army, and the diſhoneſt tl 
0 ; practices of thoſe by whom it has been reduced to 
. its preſent diſtreſs, proved alſo the neceſſity there - 
4 was for negociating the contracts in queſtion. 

| 3 At preſent, I demand that I may ſhare the fate 

; of thoſe agents who acted only in obedience to me. 


Since their being condemned or put under arreſt, 
is an incerect acculation againſt me; I demand 
leave 
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 DUMOURIER AND PACHE. _an3 
!cave to preſent myſelf at your bar, as the defender 
of Malus. 

I ſhould think, that, in 1 juſtice; this requeſt can- 
not but be granted: unleſs, after the examination 
of the papers communicated by Citizen Camus, the 
Convention ſhall think it more for the ſervice of 
the Republic, to reſtore to me a Commiſſary-gene- 
ral of ſpotleſs integrity, whoſe arreſtment has ſuſ- 
pended che functions of the whole Agency, and 
i has been more ruinous to the army, than the loſs 
of a battle. _ 

It is high time, that this ſtate of 1 things ſhould 
ceale. It is vexatious to reflect, that a campaign 
ſo advantageous to my country, has been diſcon- 
certed by a baſe proceſs, in which one of the par- 
ties exhibits nothing but falſe utements, to conceal 
plans of monopoly, the exiſtence of which is evinced 
by a variety of papers already before you: while 
the other party is an army languiſhing after victory, 
and falling the victim of monopoly and miſerable 
parſimony. 
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LETTER XXVII. 
From Dumoyrier ” the Finer at . ay. 


December 12th, 1792. Firſt year of the Republic. 

I TRaxswirT to you, Citizen-Miniſter, the letter 
of Citizen Tournier, Colonel of the third regiment 
of light horte (chaſſeurs a cheval, ſomewhat diffe- 


rent from gur light horſe.) This brave officer 


obeying the orders of Colonel Fregeville who com- 
mands in chole parts, has driven the Auſtrians 
from Vervicrs, The main army of General Va- 


lence arc-on their march to reinforce that right di- 


viſion; iis vanguard will be at Limburgh on the 


I5th: On the 16th or 17th, his whole army will 
be there. Ihen, if the enemy perſiſt in defending 
with obſtinacy the poſts of Herve and Henry-Cha- 


pelle; they will be ſo oppoſed on their left, as to 


run the riſk of being defeated. 


Two days fince Citizen Cerfbere, arrived here, 
without any letter from you, but, with a letter from 
the Committee of Purchaſes, making offer of all their 
ſervices to myſelf and to the army. On the roth 


December, came this envoy from the committee of 


Purchaſes. He brings me, as he ſays, a great deal 
of money. I doubt it not, conſidering that thoſe 
epntlemen have now e their purpoſe of 
diſtolving 
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diflolving the army, and breaking the contracts. 
Think you, Citizen-miniſter, that J will retain the 
command of the army, in order to become an ac- 
complice in delivering up to Jewiſh avarice, a coun- 
try into which I had fancied, that I was introdu- 
cing liberty and equality? You have ſeen already 
in my letters of the 7th and gth, my laſt reſolutions 7 
upon this head. The Committee of Purchaſes who 
can find means to juſtify themſelves to the National 
Convention, who have influence to put into arreſt, 
perhaps to ſacrifice a Commiſſary- general of the 
moſt untainted integrity, may find alſo a general 


who will be ſubſervient to their views. If you con- 

tinue to juſtify the diſorder and diſſolution of my 

army, which have been effected, -I make you re- 

{poniible for the conſequences of my reſignation, 

which I delay only, till I ſhall learn from the de- 

cifions upon the journey of Citizens Camus and 
Thowenot, whether. the financial and Jewiſh fac 

tion, ſupported by your clerks, are to triumph over 

reaſon and equity. 

You may well ſuppoſe, Citizen-miniſter, that 

Commiſſary-comptroller Ronſin, who is not igno- 

rant, that J wiſh to have Malus again, would ap- 

ply to the Jew Cerfbere, in hopes of annulling by 

means of him, the contract with Henry Simon, by 

which we are now ſuſtained, without which we 

87 5 could 
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could not ſubſiſt, and to which the Commiſlaries 
have found it neceſſary to give their ſanction. You 
may well ſuppoſe, too, that I will not continue to 
ſerve with Citizen Ronſin; a General can do no 
good, when he cannot have confidence in his Com- 
miſſary-comptroller. The armies have always ſuf- 


* 


fered by quarrels between the pen and the ſword. 


The ſame thing now happens again. It is a ſtrong 


' reaſon with me, ſince I can do no more good, not 
to ſhare your reſponſibility, your errours, or the 


' misfortunes to which they lead. 


P. S. I ſend a copy of this letter to Citizen Camus. 


| Letter from Dumourier, to Miniſter Rolland. 
Liege, Dec. 15th, 1792. Firſt year of the Re publie. 
I KNOW not, Citizen-miniſter, whether there 
may have been any proclamation publiſhed in that 
part of the country, through which your mercan- 
tile traveller paſſed, declaring, that the inhabitants 


cannot be forced to accept afitgnats for their goods. 1 


have iſſued no proclamation either for, or againſt aſſig- 
nats. A proclamation in favour of aſſignats, would 


have been an act of violence, of which I could not 


chuſe to be the author. Inſtead of favouring the 


currency of that paper-money, it would have di- 


290 
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obliged the inhabitants, and injured trade. A pro- 
clamation againſt aflignats, would have totally diſ- 
credited the paper, and would have put an abſo- 
lute ſtop to its currency. 


I therefore thought that the aflignats ſhould = | 


| left to find their way by means of the confidence 
of the People. To fix that confidence, the firſt 
thing requiſite, was, to conduct ourſelves in Belgi- 
um, upon principles directly oppoſite to thoſe which 


have been adopted, and are now followed. In- 
ſtead of ruining the armies of the republic, and 


leaving them to die for famine, for the ſake of pro- 


tecting a baſe Committee of. Purchaſes, who are no 


better than a cabal of Engroſſers and Jews; we 

ſhould have contrived to intereſt in the revolution, 
the men of capital, and the merchants of Belgium, 
by employing them to ſupply all the wants of the 


army, from money to the ſlighteſt articles of ha- 


biliment. The currency of the aſſignats would 


then have been eſtabliſhed of itſelf; for the mer- 
chants and moneyed men being paid only in aſſig- 


nats, would have found it their intereſt to give this 
paper-money, all the credit we could deſire, and 
even to bring it up to par, for the augmentation of 
their own profits. Inſtead of this, the monopolizing 
ſyſtem which has been followed fince my entrance 
into Belgium,—a ſyſtem which I have denounced as 

mpolitic 
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impolitic and immoral, —a ſyſtem which renders us 
odious in a country where we ought to be beloved, 


which has coſt us more than 15,000 men, ſtops. 


my fucceſsful career, and deprives us of all its 
fruits: This ſyfkem, I ſay, will completely ruin us 


in a foreign country, and will, in the end produce 


in France, firſt, tumults on account of grain, then 
a long ſeries of arreſtments, accuſations, proſerip- 
tions, and maſſacres; unleſs thoſe miniſters by 
whom it has been eſtabliſhed, ſhall themſelves def- 
troy it, by aboliſhing your committee for Purchaſes. 
It is truly a monopoly, which the people cannot 


but regard as extremely dangerous; ſince it takes 


away freedom of trade in matters neceſſary to ſub- 


ſiſtence,—and puts theſe wholly into the hands of 


a few individuals by whom they may be abuſed. 


To come to the pretended proclamation againſt | 
aſſignats; After this explanation of my ideas con- 


cerning freedom of trade, you may well believe, 
that if any ſuch proclamation have appeared in that 
part of Belgium through which I have paſſed, it 
muſt be A forgery, unknown to me. But, I declare 
that I will iffne no proclamation, to compel people 
to accept . aſſignuts in payment. If the Council 


have determined upon this meaſure,---if they mean 


to ſupport in a foreign country their committee for 
Purchaſes, from whom, a fugitive of Iſrael has, 


three | 


2 
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three days ago, preſented himſelf to me, as their 
commiſhoner : I muſt then requeſt the Executive 
Council to name a General leſs ſteady to his politi- 

cal principles, and more capable of blind, paſſive 
obedience, than I. I never will conſent to become „ 
the ſcourge of a people, to whom I fancied that 1 | 
had. brought the gift of liberty; and who might 
have made great progreſs, by this time, in revolu- _ oy 
tion, if they had not been ſtopped in their career, =] 
by the diſtruſt with which they are naturally inſpir- | 9 a 
ed, on ſeeing the condition to which a victorious 
army is reduced, the graſping avarice of your mo- = ! 
nopolizers, and the infamous proceſs to * it 


has lec. 5 
Posc xtr. What, you Gs paſles at Ypres, in 


reſpect to the aſſignats, and what your merchant 
repreſents as a. good meaſure, would be the ruin of 


— Y 


them. He ſays that, at Ypres, all payments are 
made in aſſignats, except the difference on the ex= 
change, and the price of filver. Here then is 
| an agio fixed on the aſſignat, as at Paris, where 1 
have ſeen 30 per cent. loſt on this paper-money. 

Aſk Claviere, how he ſhould like this? He 
who writes me that the aſſignat muſt be changed 

at par, and not otherwiſe. | Agree among your- 
ſelves, then, citizens, if you would be underſtood. 


LETTER 
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LETTER XXIX. 


From Pache Miniſter at War, to General Dumourier. 


| Fucks, Dec. 13th, 1793. Firſt year of the Republic. 


GENERAL, 


I HAvE received your four letters of the 7th 
and 8th pf this month. The Preſident of the com- 


miſſion to the army in Belgium, carries with him 
| ſeveral decrees of the National Convention, which 


he will communicate to you. I ſhall ſend you 


faithful copies of them, affoon as they ſhall be put 
into my hands. The mode of payment for the dif- 
ferent purchaſes, will be gone fixed by the 
Convention. | 

'The proviGonary senke Council have, at 


two different meetings, at which General Thowe- 


not was preſent, diſcuſſed the plans propoſed for 
the campaign. They have not adopted the project 


of marching into Holland; but {till think it better 


to poſt your forces towards the Rhine, that you 


may repulſe the Auſtrians over that river. Let it 


be your care, then, General, to refreſh and recruit 
your army; diſpoſe them in ſuch cantonments, 

that they may be ſpeedily muſtered again; and 
that, aſſoon as you ſhall be ſatisfied with their con- 


dition, you may renew your purſuit of the enemies 
E | of 


tl 
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of liberty and equality. This, General, is, what | 


the Council expects from your patriotiſm. 


Signed) PAchE. 


P. S. 1 tranſmit to you a diſpatch from General 
Cuſtine. 


LETTER XXIX. 


From Dumourier, to Citizen Pache, Miniſter at War. 


Dec. 15th, 1792. Firſt year of the Republic. 


N obedience to your diſpatch of the 13th, Citi- 


zen-miniſter, the van-guard of the army which I 
command, will, to-morrow, enter Aix-la-chapelle, 


of which Camp-marſhal Desfortes, with twelve bat- 


talions, will take poſſeſſion. The reſt of our van- 
guard, will fix their quarters in the diſtricts of 
Fauquemont, Rolduc, Eſcheweiler, Saint-Cornelis 
Munſter, &c. The diviſion of the army under 
General Valence, will paſs through thoſe diſtricts, 
to Cologne. He will there receive your orders. 
It would have been impoſſible for him, on account 
of the roads, and for want of ſubſiſtence, to march 
through Luxemburgh to Arlon,---as ſeems to be 


wiſhed upon the plan of General Cuſtine, which 


appears to be adopted. From Cologne, it will be 


eaſier 


b N 8 
| 
| 4 
9 


eaſier for Valence to march, as you ſhall dire& 


him; for he may proceed from Cologne to Bonne, 
and from Bonne to Andernach. 


General Miranda cantons hls troops between 


eee and Tongres. When you ſhall think 


proper to order the diviſion of Valence to move 


from Cologne againſt Bonne: Miranda may, at the 
ſame time, muſter at Ruremonde, and enter the 
dutchy of Cleves. That part of the army which is 


under my en command may then advance 
againſt Duſſeldorff. The diviſion under General 
d' Harville, which muſt be reinforced with freſh 


battalions from France, may then threaten Luxem- 


burgh, ---with the more certain effect, if a ſmall bo- 
dy of forces, aſſembled at Sedan, ſhould threaten 
the town of Luxemburgh, at the ſame time. 


The movements of the three diviſions of the ar- 
my of Belgium, and of that under Valence, will be 
made without difficulty, the enemy having here 


repaſſed the Rhine, and there being none of them 
on its left bank, at leaſt on this fide of Cologne. 


Having thus obeyed the orders of the Executive 


Council, I ſhall communicate, in writing, to the 
Commiſſaries of the National Convention, whatever 
1 have to ſay, reſpeAiing myfelf Perſonally. 


LETTER 
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© LETTER XXX, "FN 
From Pache, N. iniſter at W. ar, to Dumourier. 


- Paris, December 14, bin * of the beben man 
GENERAL, 

In my Jetter of the 11th, of November 
introduced to you, Simon Pick, as the agent of 
the Board for Purchaſes, commiſſioned to furniſh 
at your order, proviſions of all ſorts, to the army 
under your command. Moſſelman is at Bruſſels, 
and Perlau at Oſtend, for the ſame ſervices. 

I give you notice in my preſent letter, that in 
-order to give fuller effect to the meaſures which 
have been already taken, and to free you from all 
care and anxiety for the ſubliſtence of the brave 
ſoldiers who march with you to victory; the Board 
for Purchaſes have joined Liepmann Ben to the A- 

gents who already attend you. He is joined with 
M.oſſelmann, in the commiſſion to ſupply alfo the 
wants of the army under the command of General 
Valence. For the due performance of this ſervice 
it is neceflary that the Purveyors attend the move= 
ments of the Armies. It VR ons "On 
reſolved, that, , 

1. They ſhall have a Wag Ga chemſelves in 
fuch Places as =o mall fix upon; 3 015 

JJ. 
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2. A guard, for the ſecurity of their money; 


3. Ten ratio's of forage, a day. _ 
_ Theſe meaſures dictated by the neceſlity there i is 


for diſtinguiſhing, by a preciſe line, the functions 


of the General from thoſe of the Agency, will ef- 


fectually accompliſh the purpoſe for which they 


are employed. I have reaſon to expect, that the 
ſoldiers of the republic will not, in future, want what 
wy have a Jan title to demand from their country. 

Hare Ain fer at War. 


a ——— — — — 
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LETTER XXX. 


From Dumourier, to Citizen-Pache, Minifter at ar. 


* 1 
* — 
* 


Liege December 18, 1792.— —Firſt year of the Republic, 
* WRITE in anſwer to your letter of the 14th, 


| Citizen-Miniſter: The taking of Frankfort by the 
Pruſſians, and the diſgrace of Beurnonville before 


Treves, from which he writes me that he has been 


repulſed, have again altered the diſpoſition I had 


made, to ſend Valence forward to Cologne, in con- 


ſequence of the deciſion of che Council, which 


5 you communicate to me. 


Take a map, and you will ſee the Re stu- = 
| _ of our cantopments,. you ny then direct the 


march 


Fat 
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march of the army, upon your own- reſponſibility 
as you ſhall think proper. Re 
General Thowenot aid truth, det * ſe 
you, that we were in poſſeſſion of Marche. The 
vanguard of General d'Harville's diviſion, is there 


cantoned. The reſt of the army —___ the banks | 


of the Meuſe between Huy and Give. 


General Valence's van- guard is cantoned in the N 


diſtricts of Limburgh, Malmedy, and Stavelo. On 
the one hand, it commands the paſſages towards 
Cologne, —on the other, thoſe leading to Luxem- 
burgh. The main army under Valence, lies in a 
| ſecond line, behind his vanguard,---being cantoned, 
the left at Geneppe,---the right at Huy. Yow 
| may therefore, make them march along the banks | 
of the Rhine, againſt Bonne, and Andernach,--- 


f ſuppoſing that the Auſtrian forces in Luxemburgh 


are not conſiderable,— other wiſe they will be cut 
off; Or, you may make them march into Luxem- a 
burgh to check the Auſtrian forces there, and to 
hinder them from paſling the Wel and TIS 
upon Beurnonville. | I a 
I declare, that I offer neither of theſe em ; 
as my advice. For, if Valence march by Cologne 
and Bonne, he will either be obliged to retreat, or 
will be cut off. If, on the other hand, he ſhould 
| . he > march 


by: of 5 


220 | LETTERS BETWEEN 


march into Luxemburgh, he malt ſtarve, or- * 
haps ſuffer a defeat. | | 
; Beurnonville's plan, which you mention, for ac- 
ting in concert, at once, with both Cuſtine and 
Valence, is truly chimerical. If he join Cuſtine, 
he muſt be divided from Valence. Joining Va- 
lence, he muſt abandon the Moſelle, return back 
into France, and march through the Ardennes, 
into the accurſed country of Luxemburgh. If the 
three diviſions act ſeparately, they muſt be routed, 
one after another. oh 
Were Valence even in Marche, he could not 
FW ing Luxemburgh * there n long | 
en ur diſtant from it. 

It is clear that the enemy are now aſſembling a 
force in Luxemburgh, ſince we have failed to take 
Coblentz, or Treves. Luxemburgh is a point of 

ſeparation between our operations on the Upper; 
and thoſe on the Lower Rhine. An hoſtile army 
may there act againſt the flanks of both our army 
in Belgium, and that on the Moſelle, at once. 

Should we continue to act upon ſo wretched a. 

plan, one fault muſt ſtill be added to another; and. 

this war, after ſuch brilliant ſucceſs in the _ | 

—_ muſt end unfortunately for us. . 
It would be difficult, to maintain "Ry af ths 


7 Pruflians at preſent maſters of Coblentz and Treves, 
thould 


: 
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; ould proſecute their ſucceſs: with vigour. In; 
that caſe, we might be glad to retire to the other 
ſide of La Sarre, and there take cantonments, in 
which we ſhould be in conſtant anxiety. As to- 
the Loy - Countries, — our keepin g poſſeſſion, or not, 
of theſe provinces, depends greatly on the political 
plan which we ſhall adopt, and on the prudence 
and juſtice of our conduct towards the Belgians. 
| The miniſter for foreign affairs, warrants, upon 
his reſponſibility, the neutrality of Holland. I, for 
my part, think, that much will depend on the ſuc- 
ceſs of the Germans, upon the Rhine and the Mo- 
ſelle. Weigh all theſe conſiderations in your mind 
and above all things, make it your buſineſs to- 
double the armies of Cuſtine, ng and 


Valence. A, | | 3 


LETTER XXXI. 

* Dunourier, to Citizen Packe, 1 inifter at 2 ur. 
| Liege, Dec: 18; 1792. Pirſt year of the Republic. - 
MY health, Citizen-miniſter, is extremely in-- 
; Fired bythe fatigues of two very ſevere campaigns, . 
during which I have no more ſpared myſelf than: 
the foldiers,—and-by-the anxiety with which I have 

| beheld the deſtitute and miſerable condition. of * 


e companions in arms. 155 
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I veils of neceſſity, have ſome reſt and relief 
| Sock my fatigues, as I am om fick, and my breaſt- | 
is very much affected. | 
I therefore requeſt your —— for a Hort time. 
of relaxation. The army are in cloſe cantonments in 
which they have nothing to fear, as there is no en. 
my on this ſide of the Lower Rhine. They will re- 
quire at leaſt ſome weeks for refreſhment ; 1 ſhalt. 
need an equal time of relaxation. You will ſee, by my: | 
laſt letters, that I have exactly obeyed your orders. 
I hope that you will not deny me a requeſt ſo rea- 
ſonable, with which the citizens commiſſaries from. 
the National Convention are alſo acquainted ; and, 
I beg to communicate it to the National Conven- 
tion itſelf. I ſhall await your anſwer, at Bruſſels, 
where my preſence, for ſome days, is abſolutely 
neceſſary. I intreat you not to detain the courier 
Drouet, by whom your anſwer will be broughtto me.. 


Letter From 8 to the Cs Are, f gb. 
N ational C onvention. | 


Liege, Dee. 8, 1792. Firlk year of the Republic, 
CrrrzkExs-CouuissARIE s, 

GENERAL THOWENOT informed me, upon 

Bis return from Paris, that there had been agitated 


in the military committee, a very important queſ- 
P CD tion, 


DUMOURIER. 
mon, concerning 5 which, there is reaſon to fear, 
that the Executive Council: may, ſpeedily ſend or 
ders, of which the conſequences: may prove very 
vexatious, not leſs by making us odious in Belgium, 
Which they will deprive of one half of its moſt uſe- 
ful eſtabliſhments, than by rendering it impoſſible 
for us to repair and augment our artillery ſo readi- 
ly. as may be requiſite. The artillery. has been 
greatly damaged in our campaign. It needs imme 
diate reparation; and this we cannot undertake, if 
_ deprived of a valuable eſtabliſhment, the particu- 
lars of which are correctly detailed in the in 
— memoirs, by Lieutenant-colonel Thowenot. 
The matter under conſideration is the eſtabliſh- 
ment of the artillery and foundery of Malines.. 
Long before entering Belgium, when I firſt pro- 
jected the expedition, I prevailed with the-miniſter 
for the Nayy, to favour me for a time with the 
ſervices of. Lieutenant-colonel Thowenot. This 
officer was then at the head of the foundery of In- 
. dret, near Nantz, where I had diſcerned his talents | 
and civiſm. I placed him at the head of the eſta- 
bliſhment at Malines, which I knew to be a neceſ- 
fſary refource for the reparation. of our artillery and 
fire-arms and for the fabrication of cannon and 
fire-arms, for the army of the Belgians who were 
to join us, as auxiliaries. for the enſuing campaign; 
pts | 1 ag 
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and who would require to be expeditiouſly: armed 
in the winter, that they might reinforce us in 
Spring. It ſhould ſeem that the project offered to 
the Committee, in conſequence of which I fear that 
we have new. orders from the Miniſter at war, was, 
to transfer to Douay the foundery and the mand 
ment for. artillery at Malines. 8 

1. This: transference would deprive us of the 
means for that reparation of our artillery which is 
already begun, and is urgently neceſſary; for we 
could not ſend our artillery, good and bad, N 
Aix-la-Chapelle and the banks of the Mouſe, ad 
—_— for reparation... 

2. This meaſure would be unjuſt: for the . 
bhlhment at Malines, is a manufacture of the coun- 
try, belonging to the country, of which, after the 

deeree of the 15th of September, we may indeed 
avail ourſelves, but which we cannot deſtroy, with-- 
out doing an injury to the country. Befides, it is 
not at the very moment when we are ſaying to the 
Belgians; Be a ſovereign people; we bring you 5 
e peace, ſuccour, fraternity, liberty and equality 
5 er concert with our generals, ſuch ge dex as may 
«-be proper for our common defence; “ it is not at 
this time, that we can deſtroy an eſtabliſhment 
which furniſhes a thouſand guns in the nes and 
2 every three days. 


N z This 
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3. This meaſure would be impolitic. It would 
alienate from us the hearts of the Belgians, by ſhew- 
ing a diſtruſt in our own ſtrength and their fidelity. 
Inſtead of encouraging them to defend their liberty 
and ſovereignty; it would ſhew, in the caſe of a re- 
treat, to which we ſhould feem to look forward, 
we wiſhed to deprive them of an eftabliſhment in 
which they might find arms, for fear of their turn- 
ing it againſt ourſelves. - But by abandoning this 
| unfortunate country to its enemies, we ſhould vio- 
kate the fifth article of the decree of December, 
by which we declare, that we will agree to no. 
treaty, nor lay down our arms, till the ſovereign- 
ty and independence of any people into whoſe: 
territories the troops of the republic may have en 
tered, ſhall be fully eſtabliſhed, - provided that peo—- 
ple ſhall have adopted the principles of liberty and 
equality, and organized a free and popular govern- 
ment. This article implies, that we will afford ſuch 
a people the means of concurring with us for the 
defence of their liberty. and ſovereignty. We ſhould 
injnre ourſelves, if we were to deprive them of an 
eſtabliſhment already exiſting, which under the di- 
rection of our office, may ſerve both them and us. 
4. Even, to conſider nothing but œconomy, the 
| abolition. of this eſtabliſhment, which is ſo indiſ-- 
genſibly neceſſary, would. occaſion an expence at: 


f 


expence of carriage. 
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leaſt twice as great, on account, no leſs of the high 
price of materials and workmanſhip at Douay and 


in our arſenals, than of the tardy progreſs of the 


work, the length of the roads, and Ws enormous 

If in oppoſition to theſe conſiderations ſhould be 
urged, the danger there would be in the caſe of 
our retreat, of leaving an eſtabliſhment thus ad- 


vantageous to the enemy; chat danger may be eaſi- 
iy obviated by deſtroying the eſtabliſhment, when- 


ever we ſhall be ODIN; to withdraw out 885 the 


5 ee c j 
I know that you muſt be ſtruck, as well as h 
with the danger and diſadvantages which would re- 
ſult from the deſtruction of the eſtabliſhment at 
Malines. I know, that you have thought of a jour- 
ney to Malines, in order to obtain ſufficient infor- 
mation upon this head. I ſhould have delayed till 
then my repreſentations againſt the propoſed abo- 
lition. But, as the Miniſter's order may arrive, 
one of theſe days; I judged that it would be wrong 
to delay my preſent remonſtrance. Of the authori- 


ty of the papers on which it is founded, you can 
have no doubts ; knowing the {kill and experience 
of Lieutenant-colonel Thowenot. Theſe papers I. 


- requeſt you to tranſmit to whomſoever it may be 


8 in order to anticipate and ſtop the fatal in- 
junction 
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junction of the Miniſter. The perplexity into 
which this injunction would wren us, would be 
the greater, becauſe T have already given orders, 
and taken meaſures for the forwarding of the opera- 
tions at Malines, neceſſary to our accommodation, 
and ſtill more neceſſary to that of the Beta, 
I intreat you not to loſe a minute. «x 13 
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From Dumourier to | Pache-Min in Jr. SI FT, 


3 * : A þ = ; by 
* "= * In; $4 - 


Liege, Dec, ar, 1792. Firſt year of the + Republic 
CrrizwWMikis TER, VF 
| As you have ſent me batt a 1 1 
5 of copies of the decree of the 15th, I am-obliged, 
—in order that I may publiſh it at once, in Belgium, 
in Liege, and in the ſeveral avenues into the Ger- 
man empire, which are now occupied by the French 
troops, — to tranſlate and reprint it. I have order- 
ed a very great number of copies to be thrown off, 
in a form fit for poſting up,. in French, Flemiſh, 
Liegevis, and German. The publication muſt not, 
be partial, and it muſt be diſperſed every where at 
andes in order to een een enen 


3 
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The decree comprizes regulations be aria 7 


tion and finances, For which I'have neither talents, 
information, time, nor the requiſite inſtruments. 


E Functions purely miniſterial, civil, and judicial, can- 


not at all concern me. My duty is, to proclaim the 
deeree, and to enforce its execution with the armed 
force under my command. But, I have no Agent 
ſufficiently informed to diſcharge the functions pre- 
ſeribed in the fourth und fifth articles. All at my 


' diſpoſal; are military men, like myſelf, unacquaint- 5 


ed with the forms to be Served and even incom- | 
petent, by the article of our letter of the 14th, 


Which ſays; 3 


«.'Theſe meaſures dictated by the neceſſity there 
cis for dividing by a preciſe line, the functions of 
I General of the army, will fully anſwer the 
tend for. which 'they have been adopted. „ 
I therefore tranſmit to you a copy of my requi- 
tion of yeſterday to Commiſſary-comptroller Ron- 
Tin, who may communicate it to the different com- 
miffaries in all the countries, and join with them 
for its execution, civil agents, — either Frenchmen, 


or perſons of the country, or authorize them to 
chuſe ſuch affignats for themſelves. 


I was ſurprized, upon reading the journal of ebe 


debates, to find it aflerted that I had left the go- 


e cranes WM e in the bands of the prieſts and 
; SP nobles. 
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| nobles. I ſent; you offeially, at my entrance into : 
the Low- countries the proclamation, which: 'L: then. - 
emitted. , You-muſt have communicated it to the 
National Council. Lou wrote mes dat bad been 1 
approved of. e eee e Brom E 


In virtue of that proclamation 5 was publik : 


ed through all Belgia in French and Flem 


4. the adminiſtrative bodies have been changed, and 


che magiſtrates choſen by the people. Some haue 
again named their former magiſtrates. This I 


could not. hinder, being then engaged in the pur- 


fait of the enemy, 2 in paſling . . 


5 dender 1 4 


"I 


I however diffolved che States in n all ks provin- 
ces, particularly ; in Brabant. In the midſt ol my 
military toils, I publiſhed an addreſs to the peo- 

tay. 
ple, of which many copies in'French-and Flemiſh; | 
ere ſent: to- all the municipalities. That addreſs 


| ; of which I ſend you ſome copies, was emitted from 
St Trond to prepare the minds of the people, be- 


- fore convoking them i in the primary aſſemblies. 8 


1 qpnfinitred to Bruſſels, ſix days ago, ch. 5 


mation with inſtructions for the holding of the 


primary aſſemblies. 1 was not then aware of the 8 
TY decree, as it had been paſſed. But, as both pro f 


elamation and inſtructions were in the. genuine i. 5 
tit. of Liberty, Equalitys and the age of the: 


— 


N 
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ITY I ſhall Rave no change to make upon them; 
but only to add to the proclamation by a circular 
letter, the third article of the decree, with a requeſt 
to all primary aſſemblies to comply with it. 

I intreat you to communicate this letter to the 
N ational Convention for the juſtification of my 
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conduct to the repreſentatives of the nation. + 
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